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Date: 22 May 2008

Dear Alice

RE: NPSA ALERT 22 - REDUCING THE RISK OF HYPONATRAEMIA WHERN
ADMINISTERING INTRAVENOUS FLUIDS TO CHILDREN

The purpose of this letter is to share with RQIA the further communication between the
Department and the five Trusts in respect of the audit checklist relating to NPSA Alert 22 on
reducing the risk of hyponatraemia in children. :

Attached are;

1. Letters to each of the Trusts from Dr McBride (dated April 2008) — Annex 1.
2. Individual Trusts’ responses to Dr McBride's letter — Annex 2.
3. Preliminary Departmental analysis of these responses — Annex 3.

As you can see from Annex 3, it is our view that there remain some cutstanding areas -
(amber) regarding completion of the checklist with specific reference to the questions
documented in Dr McBride's letters to individual Trusts. However, it may well be that RQIA’s
recent review on hyponatraemia has already unmasked these answers. | should, therefore,
be grateful for your view as to whether these “amber” areas should be converted to green,
based on the information held by RQIA? In addition, it would be helpful to confirm that the
‘green” areas on the table are, in fact, appropriate given the recent RQIA independent
findings.

course;share thiS'with RQIA.
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much as possible is being done to reduce the risk of hyponatraemia. To this end, the

Department has asked GAIN to review its guidance on the management of hyponatraemia in

“adults as there may be some confusion in the Service now between this guidance and the
recent paediatric parenteral fluid therapy chart. '

Yours sincerely
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DR MAURA BRISCOE
Director, Safety, Quality and Standards Directorate

cC! Dr David Stewart, RQIA
Mr Phelim Quinn, RQIA
Dr Mc Bride
Dr Harper
Mrs Elaine Lawson
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