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Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 1 

NOTES RECEIVED BY RBHSC FROM THE ERNE HOSPITAL 

Schedule 1: Notes Received 

DOCUMENT REFERENCE AUTHOR RELEVANT DOCUMENT CONTENTS 

Emergency Admission form from G.P. to 
the Erne Hospital Ref: 061-017-043 Dr. Kirby  

Paediatric admission form to the Erne 
Hospital Ref: 061-017-044  Capillary refill >2 seconds on admission 

Clinical notes 

Ref: 061-017-046 Dr. Malik 
Sodium at admission: 137 

IV line inserted at approx 23:00 

Ref: 061-017-046 Dr O’Donohoe 

Rigid at approx 03:00 for approx 5 minutes 

Diarrhoea before and after episode 

Capillary refill < 2 seconds 

Pupils dilated and unresponsive 

Sodium of 127 

? Cause of respiratory arrest 

? Post-convulsion 

Sent to ICU at 05:00 

Given mannitol 5gm IV over ½ hour 

Chest X-ray clear 
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DOCUMENT REFERENCE AUTHOR RELEVANT DOCUMENT CONTENTS 

Ref: 061-017-048 Dr. Malik 

02:58 Called to see Lucy who had a fit 

Still twitching her hands 

03:20 Dr. O’Donohoe came to see the patient 

Had developed respiratory arrest 

Passed large foul-smelling stool 

NaCl 0.9% 500ml given over 60 minutes 

Pupils fixed and not responding to light 

Nursing notes 

Ref: 061-017-049 

SN McManus 

IV fluids of No.18 solution commenced at 22:30 at 100mls/hr to 
encourage urine output 

Urine specimen obtained at 21:00, ketones ++++, protein ++++ on 
testing. 

Large vomit at 00:15, IV fluids remaining at 100mls/hr 

02:30 Large soft / runny pale green bowel motion, very offensive 
smelling. 

03:00 Child rigid in mum’s arms 

Ref: 061-017-050 

Dr. Malik arrived. PR diazepam 2.5mg given. Large watery 
offensive stool within one minute of giving. 

IV fluids changed to 0.9% Saline and run freely into IV line. 

Dr O’Donohoe in attendance. Repeat U&Es ordered. 
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DOCUMENT REFERENCE AUTHOR RELEVANT DOCUMENT CONTENTS 

Ref: 061-017-051 SN Jones Urinary catheter size 10 insert. Small amount of clear residual 
urine present. 

Patient profile & assessment dated 12th 
April 2000 Ref: 061-017-052   

Drug treatment sheets for 12th and 13th 
April 2000 Ref: 061-017-054   

Fluid balance chart (Children’s Ward 
only) Ref: 061-017-056  

19:00 Admitted 

20:00 20mls urine output, Ketones ++++, Protein ++++ 

21:00 50mls Juice 

22:00 100mls Dioralyte 

23:00 100mls Solution No.18 + damp nappy 

00:00 100mls Solution No.18, Vomit ++ 

01:00 100mls Solution No.18 

02:00 100mls Solution No.18 

03:00 500mls Normal Saline, Diarrhoea ++ 

Observation sheet Ref: 061-017-057   
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Schedule 2: Notes Not Received 

DOCUMENT REFERENCE AUTHOR DOCUMENT CONTENTS 

Fluid prescription sheet Ref: 027-019-063  Solution 18 prescribed by Dr Malik, but no rate recorded 

PICU fluid balance chart Ref: 027-025-076  

500ml of normal saline administered in Children’s Ward 

250ml recorded at 04:00 

30ml recorded at 05:00 

30ml recorded at 06:00 

Laboratory printouts of her electrolyte & 
biochemistry results Ref: 027-012-032  

Sodium on admission to Erne (20:50 12th April 2000): 137 mmol/l 

Sodium on 13th April 2000 (time not specified): 127mmol/l 

PICU patient profile and assessment 
dated 13th April 2000 Ref: 027-015-036 SN MacNeill 

Admitted [to PICU] 13/4/00 04:40 

Requiring ventilation following ? Respiratory arrest after fit 

H/O vomiting 

IV fluids via right peripheral line 

Nappies – diarrhoea x 3/4 

PICU evaluation sheet dated 13th April 
2000 Ref: 027-015-038 SN MacNeill 

13/04/00 04:35 - Transferred from Children’s Ward following 
Respiratory arrest post epileptic type fit 

Mannitol 20% 25mls over 30 mins as per Dr O’Donohoe 
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DOCUMENT REFERENCE AUTHOR DOCUMENT CONTENTS 

IV fluids 30ml/hr 

Nursing care plan Ref: 027-015-039   

Drug administration record dated 12th 
April 2000 Ref: 027-018-061   

PICU observation records Ref: 027-025-075   

IV drug prescription sheet Ref: 027-025-076a Dr. O’Donohoe 0.5g of Mannitol given stat (25mls of 20% solution) 
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