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Mr Brian McLoughlin REC EIVED

Assistant Solicitor to the Inquiry 192 NOV 2012
The Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related Deaths

Arthur House \.':‘Q'_@ -2
41 Arthur Street

BELFAST

BT1 4GB

Date: 08 November 2012

Your Ref: - BrmcL-0015-12

Dear Mr Mcloughlin,

Thank you for your letter dated 17 October 2012 and I apologise for the delay
in replying. I will address each of your questions in turn.

(a) When was the document “Working with the Coroners Service for
Northern Ireland” first published?

October 2009

(b) Prior to the publication of “Working with the Coroners Service for
Northern Ireland” was there any published guidance for doctors in
Northern Ireland as to the reporting of deaths to the coroner, who
should make the report, the information to be provide when making
such a report, or the steps to be taken following the making of such a
report. If so, please provide a copy of any such guidance and state the
date of its first publication

A booklet entitled “ Guidance on Death, Stillbirth and Cremation
Certification” was published in August 2008 and distributed in
September 2008 under the auspices of the DHSSPS, The General
Register Office and the Coroners Service for Northern Ireland. A copy
can be downloaded from www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/guidance-death-
stillbirth-and-cremation-certification

Te!: NG -
May’s Chambers, 73 May Street, Belfast. BT1 3JL
www.coronersni.gov.uk
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We found in our archives three leaflets entitled “The Work of the Coroner
in Northern Ireland” published in 1993, “Northern Ireland Court Service;
The Work of the Coroner in Northern Ireland” published in 1995 and
“Northern Ireland Court Service; The work of the Coroner’s Office”
published in March 2000. However, there is no record of how widely
these leaflets were distributed, or to whom. Prior to amalgamation in
2006 Northern Ireland was split in to 9 different coroners district s and
each district appears to have slightly different working practice
arrangements with local doctors and local police. I have enclosed a
copy of each of these 3 leaflets for you.

(¢) In particular, was guidance on any of the matters mentioned at (b)
above available in April 2000. if so, please provide a copy of any such
guidance and state the date on which it was first published.

[ could find no written record of any other guidance available in April
2000.

If I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me
directly.

Yours sincerely,

’Dv_ﬁ‘uxm Cowme

Dr Gillian Clarke, MRCGP,
Medical Advisor, Coroners Service for Northern Ireland.
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