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Management Executive 
Purchas.ing and Performance Review Directorate 1 

The General Manager or Chief Executive 
of each Health and Social Services Board 
The Chief Executive of each HSS Trust 

Dear Colleague 

3 \ August 1993 

SENSITIVE DISPOSAL OF DEAD FETUSES AND FETAL TISSUE AND 
BURIAL/CREMATION OF STILLBORN BABIES 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Following the issue of guidance by the NHS Management Executive in England and 
Scotland, the Department of Health and Social Services set up a Working Party in 
1992 to consider the need for guidance on the.sensitive disposal of dead fetuses and 
fetal tissue and the burial/cremation of stillborn babies and to make recommendations. 
The membership of the Working Party is shown in Annex l. 

2. This circular summarises the recommendations and provides guidance for Health and 
Social Services Boards and Health and Social Services Trusts, which should now 
draw up their own procedures and codes of practice based on the principles set out 
in this circular. 

3. In this circular, "stillborn babies" mean babies born dead after 24 weeks gestation. 
The term "fetuses" means babies of less than 24 weeks gestation where there is an 
identifiable body, while ufetal tissue" is used to describe the products of conception 
in the absence of an identifiable body. 

4. In drawing up guidance and codes of practice it is important to bear in mind the 
respect due to the bodies of all dead babies of whatever gestation, based on their lost 
potential for developing into fully formed human beings. 

5. RECOMl'vlENDATIONS 

a. Parents who wish to see, hold or spend time with their dead baby should be 
afforded the opportunity to do so. Photographs suitable for retention by the 
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