
OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 1 

SCHEDULE OF OBSERVATIONS: RAYCHEL 

7th June to 9th June 2001 

Recorded vomits 
Unrecorded vomits 
 
 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

7th JUNE 2001 

15:20 
Arrival home 
from school 

  In good form1 
Went outside to play as 
she normally would2 

  

16:30   Pains in stomach3   
16:45 
Dinner time 

  Ate as she normally 
would4 
Went out to play again5 

  

17:46   Again complaining of 
pain6 
Pain around the area of 
her belly button7 

  

18:30   Getting very grey about 
the face 

  

20:01 
Admission to 

Abdominal pain8 
Nauseated9 

Very grey, sick and 
weak looking15 

   

                                                 
1  Ref: 095-001-001 
2  Ref: 095-001-001 
3  Ref: 095-001-001 
4  Ref: 095-001-001 
5  Ref: 095-001-001 
6  Ref: 095-001-001 
7  Ref: 095-001-001 
8  Ref: 020-006-010 (Dr. Kelly’s A&E note) 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 2 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

A&E No vomiting10 
Pain on urination11 
Guarding & 
rebound12 
Tender over 
McBurney’s 
point13 
Colour pale14 

20:20 
Time of 
cyclimorph 
injection 

 Within 15 mins, 
came around 
quickly.16 
Well improved17 
Colour returned18 
Started chatting19 

Began to brighten up and 
come back to herself20 
Back to normal21 
Colour came straight 
back22 
Talking23 

  

Examination 
by Mr Makar 

Constant pain, 
shifted mainly to 
right24 
No vomiting or 
urinary 

    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
9  Ref: 020-006-010 (Dr. Kelly’s A&E note) 
15  Ref: WS-021-1, p.2 
10  Ref: 020-006-010 (Dr. Kelly’s A&E note) 
11  Ref: 020-006-010 (Dr. Kelly’s A&E note) 
12  Ref: 020-006-010 (Dr. Kelly’s A&E note) 
13  Ref: 020-006-010 (Dr. Kelly’s A&E note) 
14  Ref: 020-016-031 (Nursing notes) 
16  Ref: WS-021-1, p.2 
17  Ref: 095-005-015 
18  Ref: WS-021-1, p.2 
19  Ref: WS-021-1, p.2 
20  Ref: 095-001-002 
21  Ref: WS-020-1, p.2 
22  Ref: WS-020-1, p.2 
23  Ref: WS-020-1, p.2 
24  Ref: 020-007-012 (Mr Makar’s note) 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 3 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

symptoms25 
Tender right iliac 
fossa with 
guarding and mild 
rebound26 
‘Pointy’ pain over 
McBurney’s 
point27 

21:41 
Admission to 
Ward 6 

Slight central 
abdominal pain28 
Colour pale29 

In good form30 
Seemed fine31 

In good form32 
Chatting away33 

  

23:10 
Transfer to 
theatre 

Alert34 Still in good form35 Still in good form36 
Chatting away37 
Did not seem to be in 
pain38 

  

 
8th JUNE 2001 
 
01:55 
Post-Surgery 

Sleeping but easily 
roused.39 

Sleeping40 Sleeping41   

                                                 
25  Ref: 020-007-012 (Mr Makar’s note) 
26  Ref: 020-007-012 (Mr Makar’s note) 
27  Ref: 020-007-012 (Mr Makar’s note) 
28  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
29  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
30  Ref: WS-021-1, p.3 
31  Ref: WS-021-1, p.3 
32  Ref: 095-001-002 
33  Ref: WS-020-1, p.4 
34  Ref: 020-012-020 (Theatre Nursing Care Plan) 
35  Ref: WS-021-1, p.3 
36  Ref: 095-001-002 
37  Ref: WS-020-1, p.4 
38  Ref: WS-020-1, p.4 
39  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 4 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

02:15 Sleeping42 
Colour pink43 

    

02:35 Sleeping44 
Colour pink45 

    

03:00 Sleeping46 
Colour 47 

    

03:30 Well settled48     
04:00 Not complaining 

of pain49 
    

05:00 Not complaining 
of pain50 
Colour good51 
Observations 
satisfactory 
overnight52 
Has not passed 
urine yet53 

    

07:00 Sleeping54 
Colour good55 

    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
40  Ref: WS-021-1, p.4 
41  Ref: WS-020-1, p.6 
42  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
43  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
44  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
45  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
46  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
47  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
48  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
49  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
50  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
51  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
52  Ref: 020-027-064 (Nursing care plan) 
53  Ref: 020-027-064 (Nursing care plan) 
54  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
55  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 5 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

07:00-08:00 Vomit56     
07:05     Nurse Patterson: 

Complaining of 
abdominal pain57 

08:30 
Arrival of Mr. 
Ferguson 

 Seemed well58 
Talking59 
Walking along the 
ward60 

   

08:30-09:00 
Ward round 

Mr. Zafar’s note61: 
Free of pain 

    

09:00 
Post ward 
round 

Not complaining 
of pain62 
Colour good63 

Doing well64 
Colouring on the 
table for a while 
then got back into 
bed65 

  Mrs. Elaine Duffy:  
Alert66 

10:00 
Mrs. 
Ferguson 
arrives 

 Threw her arms 
around mother and 
said “Guess what 
mummy, I was 
sick”.67 

Sitting at small table and 
chair colouring in68 
Threw her arms around 
mother and said “Guess 
what mummy, I’ve been 
sick”.69 

  

                                                 
56  Ref: 020-018-037 (Fluid balance chart) 
57  Ref: WS-048/1, p.3 
58  Ref: WS-021-1, p.4 
59  Ref: 095-005-016 
60  Ref: 095-005-016 
61  Ref: 020-007-013 
62  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
63  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
64  Ref: 095-005-015 
65  Ref: 095-005-015 
66  Ref: 095-007-022 
67  Ref: 095-002-006 
68  Ref: WS-020-1, p.6 
69  Ref: 095-002-006 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 6 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

Looked OK 
10:00/10:25 Large vomit70 

Passed urine71 
  Michaelea McAuley: Raychel 

was “up walking about at this 
stage”72 

 

10:30   Although she did not 
actually vomit in the bed, 
she was wretching a lot73 
Was in her bed the whole 
time74 
Became quiet75 and 
unresponsive76 
No longer colouring in77 
Did not look too well78 
Seemed to be in a bit of a 
daze79 
“I said to the nurses that 
Raychel did not look too 
well” 80 
“The nurse said Raychel 
could be given a cap full of 7 
Up to drink”81 

Sister Millar: “During the morning 
Raychel continued to make good 
progress … became more mobile and 
was able to walk to the bathroom 
with Mr. Ferguson … Raychel’s 
condition appeared to be stable; she 
did not appear to be dull or 
lethargic”82  
 

 

                                                 
70  Ref: 020-018-037 (Fluid balance chart – 10:00) and Ref: 020-015-027 (Feed chart - 10:25) 
71  Ref: 020-018-037 (Fluid balance chart) 
72  Ref: WS-051/1, p.3 
73  Ref: 095-002-006 
74  Ref: 095-002-006 
75  Ref: 095-003-012 
76  Ref: WS-020-1, p.8 
77  Ref: 095-003-012 
78  Ref: 095-003-012 
79  Ref: WS-020-1, p.8 
80  Ref: 095-003-012 
81  Ref: 095-003-012 
82  Ref: WS-056/1, p.3 

RF - INQ 312-009-006



OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 7 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

11:00 
Mr. Ferguson 
leaves 

  Small slime-like vomit 
Mentioned to nurses by 
Mr. Ferguson83 

  

12:00-13.00 Vomited ++84  Did not look well85 
Did not seem herself86 
Not so bright and was 
quieter87 
Taken to the toilet88 - 
bowels moved and 
passed urine89 
Began to vomit in large 
volume90 
Vomited her dinner from 
the day before91 
(contained rice92) 
Bright red and came out 
in a cold sweat93 
Panicky94 
Afterwards very weak95 
“I informed a nurse that she 
had been sick” 96 

Sister Millar: “Mr. Ferguson and 
Raychel came by the desk; Raychel 
was walking in front of Mr. 
Ferguson … Raychel had her hand 
on her abdomen and was slightly 
stooped over and was walking slowly 
towards the bathroom”98 

Mrs. Elaine Duffy:  
Started to be very 
sick99 
Started to vomit100 

                                                 
83  Ref: WS-020-1, p.8 
84  Ref: 020-018-037 (Fluid balance chart – this notes the vomit at 13:00, but may have been referring to vomiting at any time within the hour 12:00 to 13:00) 
85  Ref: 095-002-006 
86  Ref: 095-002-006 
87  Ref: 095-002-006 
88  Ref: 095-001-003 
89  Ref: 095-003-012 
90  Ref: 095-001-003 
91  Ref: 095-003-012 
92  Ref: WS-020-1, p.18 
93  Ref: 095-001-003 
94  Ref: WS-020-1, p.8 
95  Ref: 095-003-012 
96  Ref: 095-001-003 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 8 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

“She did say that someone 
would be along to look at 
Raychel”97 

13:00 Not complaining 
of pain101 

    

13:30-15:00 
Mr. Ferguson 
returns 

Vomited ++102 Vomited three 
times103 
Heaving and 
making some 
noise104 
Seemed to be 
straining105 
Vomit was ‘gooey’ 
with red dots in it106 
Several kidney trays 
filled with vomit 
taken out to 
nurses107 
Vomit seemed to be 
very watery108 
“The nurses told me 
that that was only 

Two vomits, maybe 
three115 
As the day progressed 
became sick more often116 
Each time she got up on 
the bed and heaved. 117 
The vomits were slimy 
and plentiful.118 
Seemed to be going 
downhill119 
At one point she was 
vomiting bile on the 
bed120 
“A nurse said that her 
stomach was now empty 
and she won’t be sick 
anymore”121 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
98  Ref: WS-056/1, p.4 
99  Ref: 095-007-022 
100  Ref: 095-007-022 
97  Ref: WS-020-1, p.9 
101  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
102  Ref: 020-018-037 (Fluid balance chart) 
103  Ref: WS-021-1, p.6 
104  Ref: WS-021-1, p.6 
105  Ref: WS-021-1, p.6 
106  Ref: WS-021-1, p.6 
107  Ref: 095-005-017 
108  Ref: 095-005-017 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 9 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

normal and that she 
would stop now as her 
stomach was 
empty.”109 
Remained in bed110 
Seemed to be going 
downhill111 
Was not speaking 
properly – was just 
muttering words112 
Lips looked dry113 
Given a capful of 
7Up114 

Parents informed nurses 
every time Raychel 
vomited and would show 
them what she had 
vomited122 

14:00   Went to the toilet123   
15:00 
Parents leave 
for short time 

  Was not vomiting at this 
time124 

 Mrs. Margaret 
Harrison: 
Sitting in chair on 
the side of her bed, 
then got onto bed125 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
115  Ref: WS-020-1, p.9 
116  Ref: 095-001-003 
117  Ref: WS-020-1, p.9 
118  Ref: WS-020-1, p.9 
119  Ref: WS-020-1, p.9 
120  Ref: 095-001-003 
121  Ref: 095-001-003 
109  Ref: 095-005-017 
110  Ref: 095-005-017 
111  Ref: WS-021-1, p.6 
112  Ref: WS-021-1, p.6 
113  Ref: WS-021-1, p.7 
114  Ref: WS-021-1, p.7 
122  Ref: 095-002-006 
123  Ref: 095-002-007 
124  Ref: WS-020-1, p.11 
125  Ref: 095-006-020 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  
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TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

Unresponsive126 
15:45 
Mrs. 
Ferguson 
returns 

  Still in bed127, lying on 
her back128 
Looked lifeless and 
weak129 
Listless130 
Not her lively self131 
Looked red and 
flushed132 
Did not pay any attention 
to cards that her school 
friends had made for 
her133 
Unresponsive134 

  

15:45-17:00 Vomited x 3 this 
morning but 
tolerating small 
amounts of water 
this evening135 
Asleep136 
No complaint of 
pain since 
surgery137 

 Fell asleep138 
Wretching139/heaving 
quite frequently140 
Not communicating at 
all141 
Much worse than she had 
been at 10:00142 

Sister Millar: “Despite the vomits 
Raychel had, she was not giving any 
other cause for concern”143 

 

                                                 
126  Ref: 095-006-020 
127  Ref: 095-003-012 
128  Ref: WS-020-1, p.12 
129  Ref: 095-003-012 
130  Ref: 095-001-003 
131  Ref: 095-001-003 
132  Ref: WS-020-1, p12 
133  Ref: 095-002-006 
134  Ref: 095-002-006 
135  Ref: 020-027-064 
136  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 11 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

17:00-1800   Vomited144 
Seemed to have blood in 
vomit145 
Zombie like146 
Continued to vomit bile 
and later on it turned to 
blood147 
Nurse informed148  
 “A nurse said that it was 
only natural”149 

Sister Millar: “Raychel’s condition 
was stable, her observations were 
stable and the nurses did not have 
any concerns except for her 
vomiting”150 

 

18:00 
Dr. Devlin 
attends and 
administers 
Zoforan 

  Zombie like151 
Nurse said “that was it 
now and she would not be 
sick anymore as her stomach 
was empty” 152 

 Dr. Devlin: 
Vomiting into a 
kidney dish153 

18:00-18:45   Vomited within an hour 
of receiving the 
Zoforan154 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
137  Ref: 020-027-057 (Nursing care plan) 
138  Ref: 095-002-006 
139  Ref: 095-002-007 
140  Ref: WS-020-1, p.13 
141  Ref: 095-002-007 
142  Ref: 095-002-007 
143  Ref: 056/2, p.10 
144  Ref: WS-020-1, p.13 
145  Ref: WS-020-1, p.15 
146  Ref: WS-020-1, p.13 
147  Ref: 095-001-003 
148  Ref: WS-020-1, p.13 
149  Ref: 095-001-003 
150  Ref: WS-056/2, p.11 
151  Ref: WS-020-1, p.14 
152  Ref: WS-020-1, p.14 
153  Ref: WS-027/2, p.8 
154  Ref: WS-020-1, p.15 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 12 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

18:45 
Mr. Ferguson 
returns 

 Listless155 
Did not 
acknowledge 
visitors156 
Unresponsive157 

Listless158 
Disinterested in her 
brothers or friends – not 
like Raychel159 

 Mrs. Teresa 
McCullagh: 
Lying on bed160 
Looked very ill161 
Unresponsive162 

19:30 - 20:00 
Mrs. 
Ferguson 
leaves 

 Was not walking in 
the corridor with 
her brothers163 
Was only out of bed 
first thing in the 
morning following 
her operation164 

Was not walking in the 
corridor with her 
brothers165 
Never saw Raychel up 
walking about166 

Micheala McAuley: “I remember 
seeing Raychel up and about, 
walking in the corridor with her drip 
stand outside room I. She was 
showing two small (I took to be her 
brothers) some pictures on the 
wall”.167 

Mr. Stephen Duffy: 
Was being very 
sick168 
Mrs. Elaine Duffy:  
Distressed and 
agitated169 
Face was really 
flushed170 
Did not see her up 
and walking about 
the ward after the 
morning171 

20:00 (aprox)    Sandra Gilchrist: “After the  

                                                 
155  Ref: WS-021-1, p.8 
156  Ref: 095-005-019 
157  Ref: 095-005-017 
158  Ref: 095-002-007 
159  Ref: 095-003-013 
160  Ref: 095-009-029 
161  Ref: 095-009-029 
162  Ref: 095-009-029 
163  Ref: 095-005-017 
164  Ref: 095-005-017 
165  Ref: 095-002-007 
166  Ref: 095-002-007 
167  Ref: WS-051/1, p.3 
168  Ref: 095-008-025 
169  Ref: 095-007-023 
170  Ref: 095-007-023 
171  Ref: 095-007-023 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  
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TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

handover report sometime after eight 
pm Mr. Ferguson, Raychel’s father, 
asked me to change her bed linen as 
she had vomited on it. Elizabeth 
Lynch so far as I can remember and 
myself changed the bed”172 
 
Elizabeth Lynch: “Staff Nurse 
Sandra Gilchrist asked me to help her 
to change a bed. I was about to give 
out the suppers”.173 

21:00 Vomiting coffee 
grounds ++174 

Sat up in bed175 
Complained that 
her head was sore176 
Bright red in the 
face177 
Holding on to her 
head with both 
hands178 
Said “Daddy, daddy, 
my head’s wild sore” 

179 
Vomited blood in 
the bed. Nurses 
informed.180 

   

                                                 
172  Ref: WS-053/1, p.3 
173  Ref: WS-055/1, p.3 
174  Ref: 020-018-037 (Fluid balance chart) 
175  Ref: 095-005-017 
176  Ref: 095-005-017 
177  Ref: 095-005-017 
178  Ref: 095-005-017 
179  Ref: 095-005-017 
180  Ref: 095-005-017 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  
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TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

Could hardly stand 
as nurses changed 
bed181 

21:15 
Paracetamol 
administered 

Vomiting ++182 
Colour 
flushed→pale183 
Complains of 
headache184 

Complaining of a 
headache185 
Bright red186 
Nurses informed – 
given 
paracetamol187 

   

21:15-22:00 Vomited small 
amount x3188 

Vomited all over 
the bed again. 
Nurses informed189 
Nurse Gilchrist said 
“that she would get 
another doctor to give 
Raychel more stuff to 
stop her from being 
sick”190 

   

22:00     Dr. Curran: 
Not actively 
vomiting or 
distressed191 

22:00   Lying in bed without   

                                                 
181  Ref: 095-005-017 
182  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes – this seems to refer to the 21:00 vomit) 
183  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
184  Ref: 020-015-029 (Nursing notes) 
185  Ref: WS-021-1, p.8 
186  Ref: WS-021-1, p.8 
187  Ref: WS-021-1, p.8 
188  Ref: 020-018-037 (Fluid balance chart) 
189  Ref: 095-005-017 
190  Ref: 095-005-018 
191  Ref: WS-028/1, p.2 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  
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TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

Mrs. 
Ferguson 
returns 

opening her eyes192 
Fluid (blood or slabber193) 
trickling from the side of 
her mouth194 
Blood on the pillow195 
Very pale196 
Very restless197 

23:00 Small coffee 
ground vomit198 

   Nurse Patterson: 
Nurse accepted a 
vomit bowl from 
Raychel’s dad199 

 
9th JUNE 2001 
 
00:30 (aprox)    Fiona Bryce: “… noticed Raychel 

was a little unsettled and I noticed a 
small amount of vomit on pyjama top 
and pillow case. I spoke to her and 
asked her I she was OK, she 
responded but I cannot recall what 
she said”.200  
 
Sandra Gilchrist: “Staff Nurse 
Fiona Bryce came to me and said that 
Raychel was restless and asked me to 

 

                                                 
192  Ref: 095-003-012 
193  Ref: WS-020-1, p.17 
194  Ref: 095-003-012 
195  Ref: 095-003-012 
196  Ref: 095-003-012 
197  Ref: 095-003-012 
198  Ref: 020-018-037 (Fluid balance chart) 
199  Ref: WS-048/1, p.5 
200  Ref: WS-054/1, p.3 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  

Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 16 

 
TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

help her change her pyjama jacket as 
there was a mouthful of vomit on it. 
When we went to Raychel’s bedside I 
asked her if she was OK and she 
replied ‘yes’ … When Staff Nurse 
Bryce and I had helped her to sit up 
Raychel said ‘I just want to lie down 
and sleep’”.201  

00:40 
Parents leave 
for the 
night202 

 Settled and 
sleeping203 

Settled and sleeping204 
Very weak205 

  

02:00    Sandra Gilchrist: “ took and 
recorded Raychel’s temperature, 
pulse and respiratory rate (see p.020-
015-028). They were unremarkable 
… I asked her if she was OK, she 
replied ‘yeah’ or ‘yes’ … I had no 
concerns regarding Raychel at this 
time”.206 

 

03:05 
Seizure 

Incontinent207 
Agitated208 
Face & neck 
flushed209 

    

                                                 
201  Ref: WS-053/1, p.3 
202  Note: Staff Nurse Sandra Gilchrist states that this happened at 23:30, when the parents informed the nurses that they were going home as Raychel was asleep and resting well – 

Ref: WS-053/1, p.3. Staff Nurse Noble also has the parents leaving at 23:30 – Ref: WS-049/1, p.3 
203  Ref: WS-021-1, p.11 
204  Ref: 095-001-003 
205  Ref: 095-001-003 
206  Ref: WS-053/1, p.3 
207  Ref: 020-016-032 (Nursing notes) 
208  Ref: 020-016-032 (Nursing notes) 
209  Ref: 020-016-032 (Nursing notes) 
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OBSERVATIONS SCHEDULE 
Raychel  
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TIME 

 
HOSPITAL 
NOTES & 
RECORDS 

 
PARENTS’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
NURSES’ OBSERVATIONS 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
BY OTHERS 
 

Mr. Ferguson Mrs. Ferguson 

Hands & teeth 
tightly clenched210 
Fitting211 

03:30 Cool to touch212 
Still agitated213 

    

04:00 
Mr. Ferguson 
arrives 

 Shaking in bed, 
lying down214 
Trembling215 

   

 

                                                 
210  Ref: 020-016-032 (Nursing notes) 
211  Ref: 020-016-032 (Nursing notes) 
212  Ref: 020-016-032 (Nursing notes) 
213  Ref: 020-016-032 (Nursing notes) 
214  Ref: 095-005-019 
215  Ref: 095-005-017 
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