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LIST OF PERSONS INVOLVED: CLAIRE 
 

SCHEDULE 1: Persons involved not as Expert Witnesses 
 
 

Name Position in Oct 1995 Role Deposition / 
PSNI Statement 

Inquiry 
WSs 

Proposed 
Witness 
(Clinical) 

FAMILY 

Mr Alan Roberts Claire’s father 

Attended RBHSC with Claire on evening of 21st October 1996. Left hospital 
after 21.00, returned next morning. Left at 13.00 for lunch on arrival of 
Claire’s grandparents. Returned 14.00. Left 15.00 to collect sons from school. 
Returned 18.30. Having spoken to nursing staff, left hospital at 21.15 on 22nd 
October 1996. Received call at 03.45 on 23rd October 1996 to return to RBHSC. 
On arrival informed of build-up of fluid and need for CT scan. On being 
informed of brain stem death, decision made to discontinue life support at 
18.45. 

Ref: 091-003-004 
& Ref: 091-004-
006 (Coroner)  
Ref: 096-026-356 
(PSNI) 

253/1  

Mrs Margaret 
Jennifer Roberts Claire’s mother 

Attended RBHSC with Claire on evening of 21st October 1996. Left hospital 
after 21.00, returned next morning. Left at 13.00 for lunch on arrival of 
Claire’s grandparents. Returned 14.00. Having spoken to nursing staff, left 
hospital at 21.15 on 22nd October 1996. Received call at 03.45 on 23rd October 
1996 to return to RBHSC. On arrival informed of build-up of fluid and need 
for CT scan. On being informed of brain stem death, decision made to 
discontinue life support at 18.45. 

 257/1  

Mr William & 
Mrs Elizabeth 
Roberts 

Claire’s grandparents 
(paternal) 

Arrived at RBHSC at around 13.00 on 22nd October 1996. Present at RBHSC 
for about an hour. Spoke to Dr Webb on 22nd October 1996 at lunchtime 
when Claire's parents were not on Allen Ward.  

 258/1  

Mr Alister & 
Mrs Margaret 
Magill  

Claire’s grandparents 
(maternal) 

Arrived at RBHSC at around 13.00 on 22nd October 1996. Spoke to Dr Webb 
on 22nd October 1996 at lunchtime when Claire's parents were not on Allen 
Ward. 

 259/1  
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Name Position in Oct 1995 Role Deposition / 
PSNI Statement 

Inquiry 
WSs 

Proposed 
Witness 
(Clinical) 

MEDICAL 

Dr. Janil 
Pathucheary 

A&E Senior House 
Officer, RBHSC 

SHO in A&E on 21st October 1996 in evening when Claire first attended. Did 
initial medical assessment in A&E at 19.15.  134/1  

Dr. Bernadette 
O'Hare 

Paediatric Registrar, 
RBHSC 

On call overnight 21st/22nd October 1996 until 09.00. Assessed Claire and 
decided to admit her to Allen Ward at 20:45 on 21st October 1996. Requested 
bloods, electrolytes, cultures and viral studies. Reassessed her at midnight.  

 135/1 
135/2  

Dr. Andrea 
Volprech 

Paediatric Senior House 
Officer, RBHSC 

On call overnight 21st/22nd October 1996 until 09.00. Started 500mls of 0.18% 
sodium chloride in 4% dextrose to be given at 64mls/kg/24hr. Recorded the 
sodium results at midnight on 22nd October 1996 

 Awaiting  

Dr. Andrew 
Sands 

Paediatric Registrar, 
RBHSC 

On duty 22nd October 1996 from 09.00 to 17.00. Saw Claire at around 11.00 on 
22nd October 1996. Diagnosed non fitting status/ encephalitis/ 
encephalopathy. Sought previous medical notes from Dr Gaston at Ulster 
Hospital. Prescribed rectal diazepam and referred Claire to Dr Webb, 
Consultant Paediatric Neurologist. Administered epilim at 17.15. Spoke to 
parents on 11th November 1996 after Claire’s death. Involved in meeting on 
7th December 2004. 

Ref: 090-051-157 
(Statement to the 
Inquest) 
 
Ref: 091-009-055 
(Deposition to 
the Coroner) 

137/1 
137/2  

Dr. David Webb Consultant Paediatric 
Neurologist, RBHSC 

On duty 22nd October 1996 from 09.00 to 17.00. Called in by Dr Andrew 
Sands to see Claire on 22nd October 1996. Initial neurological assessment at 
14.00. Suggested hourly observations and phenytoin infusion. Saw Claire 
again at 15.10 (when midazolam was suggested) and 17.00 when he 
suggested the administration of cefotaxime, acyclovir and sodium valproate. 
Saw Claire again at 04.40 on 23rd October 1996 and noted SIADH – 
hyponatraemia , hypoosmolarity, cerebral oedema and coning following 
prolonged epileptic seizures. He sent her for an emergency CT scan. Carried 
out brain stem death evaluation at 06.00. Discussed her death with her 
parents at approx 18.25 on 23rd October 1996 with Dr Steen. Completed brain 
death diagnosis protocol. 

Ref: 090-053-161 
(Statement to the 
Inquest) 
 
Ref: 091-008-035 
(Deposition to 
the Coroner) 

138/1  

Dr. Roger Paediatric Senior House On duty 22nd October 1996 from 09.00 to 17.00 – present during ward round –  139/1  
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Name Position in Oct 1995 Role Deposition / 
PSNI Statement 

Inquiry 
WSs 

Proposed 
Witness 
(Clinical) 

Stevenson Officer, RBHSC took note of ward round - entries on medical notes, fluid balance chart and 
prescription chart. Noted calculations of phenytoin dose at 14.30 and ordered 
a dose of 632mgs rather than 432mgs. Made an error writing 120mg of 
midazolam rather than 12mg. 

139/2 

Dr. Joanne 
Hughes 

Paediatric Senior House 
Officer, RBHSC 

On call on 22nd October 1996 from 17.00 to 22.00 - rewrote drug prescription 
chart at 21.30 on 22nd October 1996. Administered cefotaxime at 17.30 and 
acyclovir at 21.30. 

 140/1  

Dr. Neil Stewart Paediatric Senior House 
Officer, RBHSC 

On duty on 22nd October from 09.00 to 17.00 and on call overnight on 
22nd/23rd October 1996 from 22.00 to 09.00. Examined Claire at 23.30 and 
noted hyponatraemia and possible fluid overload. Contacted Dr Bartholome, 
reduced fluids and sent urine for osmolality.  

 141/1 
141/2  

Dr. Brigitte 
Bartholome 

Paediatric Registrar, 
RBHSC  

On call overnight on 22nd/23rd October 1996 from 17.00 to 09.00. Contacted 
by Dr Stewart at 23.30. Later called by S/N McCann to see Claire, and 
examined her at 03.00. Noted respiratory arrest and fixed and dilated pupils. 
Attempted to intubate, but required assistance from Dr Clarke 

 142/1 
142/2  

Dr. Heather 
Steen 

Consultant Paediatrician, 
RBHSC 

On duty 22nd October 09.00 to 17.00. Noted as Claire’s Consultant 
Paediatrician on admission to Allen Ward. Attended Claire at 04:00 on 23rd 
October 1996. Discussed her condition with her parents. Completed brain 
stem death protocol at 06:00.Discussed her death with her parents at approx 
18.25 on 23rd October 1996 with Dr Webb.  

Ref: 090-050-154 
(Statement to the 
Inquest) 
 
091-011-067 
(Deposition to 
the Coroner) 

143/1 
143/2  

Dr. Chris Clarke Paediatric Anaesthetic 
Registrar, RBHSC Attended Allen Ward about 03.00 on 23rd October 1996 to intubate Claire   155/1  

Dr. Seamus 
McKaigue 

Paediatric Consultant 
Anaesthetist in PICU, 
RBHSC 

Consultant on call when Claire was admitted to PICU at 03.25 on 23rd 
October 1996. Examined her at 07.10 and recorded a full history in her notes. 
Changed maintenance fluids to 0.91 saline. 

 156/1  
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Name Position in Oct 1995 Role Deposition / 
PSNI Statement 

Inquiry 
WSs 

Proposed 
Witness 
(Clinical) 

Dr. Robert 
Taylor 

Consultant Paediatric 
Anaesthetist in PICU, 
RBHSC 

Became involved in Claire’s case at approx 10.00 on 23rd October 1996.  157/1  

Dr. S. Mannam PICU Senior House 
Officer, RBHSC Signed the Case Note Discharge Summary dated 29th October 1996  Unavailable  

Dr. Deirdre 
Savage 

G.P., Castlereagh Medical 
Centre Saw Claire at home on 21st October 1996 and referred her to RBHSC.   160/1  

Dr. C Gaston 
Consultant Community 
Paediatrician, Ulster 
Hospital 

Saw Claire in 1996 in relation to behavioural problems. Faxed through 
medical records on Claire from Ulster Hospital, Dundonald to Dr Neil 
Stewart, RBHSC to on 22nd October 1996 after request from Dr Andrew Sands 

 166/1  

Dr. Peter 
Kennedy 

Radiology Registrar, 
RBHSC 

Performed emergency CT scan on Claire on 23rd October 1996 at approx 
05.30. Noted brain swelling.  167/1  

Dr. Peter Crean 
PICU Consultant 
Paediatric Anaesthetist, 
RBHSC 

Noted as the consultant on the Case Note Discharge Summary on 29th 
October 1996  168/1  

Dr. Brian 
Herron 

Senior Registrar in 
Neuropathology, Royal 
Victoria Hospital 

Involved during initial stages of Claire’s autopsy and brain cut but was not 
the author of the final autopsy report. Dr Herron gave evidence at Claire’s 
Inquest. 

Ref: 091-005-015 
(Deposition to 
the Coroner) 

224/1 
224/2 
224/3 

 

Dr Meenakshi 
Mirakhur 

Consultant 
Neuropathologist, Royal 
Victoria Hospital 

Performed Claire’s autopsy (which was limited to brain only) as part of a 
team (supervising Dr Herron) and was the author of the final report dated 
11th February 1997. Found cerebral oedema. 

 247/1  

Dr McMillin G.P., The Surgery, Knock 
Road 

Claire’s G.P. Written to by Dr. Heather Steen regarding Claire’s death by 
letter of 6th March 1997.    

NURSING 

E A Jackson Staff Nurse in A&E, Nurse in A&E on 21st October 1996 who assessed Claire at about 7pm  144/1  
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Name Position in Oct 1995 Role Deposition / 
PSNI Statement 

Inquiry 
WSs 

Proposed 
Witness 
(Clinical) 

RBHSC 

Geraldine 
McRandal Staff Nurse, RBHSC 

On duty overnight 21st/22nd October 1996 from 20.00 to 08.00. Completed 
admission sheet and initial nursing evaluation on Claire’s admission to Allen 
Ward on 21st October 1996. Drew up Nursing Care Plan. Noted fluid input 
and output on Fluid Balance sheet until 07.00 on 22nd October 1996. Also 
made further nursing assessment at 07.00. 

 145/1  

Barbara 
Maxwell Staff Nurse, RBHSC 

On duty overnight on 21st/22nd October 1996 and 22nd/23rd October 1996 
from 20.00 to 08.00. Completed fluid balance chart on 22nd October at 03.00 
on 23rd October at 02.00 – also CNS observations at 02.00. Present when Mrs 
Roberts told nursing staff that she was going home on evening of 22nd 
October. 

 146/1  

Jennifer 
Brownlee Staff Nurse, RBHSC On duty overnight 21st/22nd October 1996 from 20.00 to 08.00. Completed 

fluid balance chart on 22nd October 1996  Ill  

Sarah Field 
(now Jordan) Staff Nurse, RBHSC 

On duty on 22nd October 1996 from 08.00 to 14.00. Took over nursing care of 
Claire from Geraldine McRandal on the morning of 22nd October 1996 in 
Allen Ward. Responsible for nursing care plan during shift. Noted fluid 
input and output on Fluid Balance sheet. Carried out observations in 
afternoon of 22nd October and made notes in nursing record. 

 148/1  

Patricia Ellison Staff Nurse, RBHSC 
On duty on 22nd October 1996 from 14.00 to 20.00. Responsible for nursing 
care plan during shift. Wrote up nursing notes between 14.00 and 20.00, 
including attendances by Dr Webb, and administered paracetamol at 20.25. 

 Deceased  

Karen Taylor Staff Nurse, RBHSC On duty on 22nd October 1996 from 14.00 to 20.00. Completed parts of Fluid 
chart on 22nd October 1996.  150/1  

Lorraine 
McCann Staff Nurse, RBHSC 

On duty overnight on 22nd/23rd October 1996 from 20.00 to 08.00. 
Responsible for nursing care plan during shift. Noted administration of IV 
drugs including acyclovir, phenytoin and hypnoval and the taking of bloods 
for electrolyte testing at 21.30. Carried out hourly observations and noted 

 151/1  
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Name Position in Oct 1995 Role Deposition / 
PSNI Statement 

Inquiry 
WSs 

Proposed 
Witness 
(Clinical) 

fluid input and output on Fluid Balance sheet. Contacted Dr Bartholome at 
02.30 with concerns re: Claire. Noted transfer to PICU at 03.25. 

Rachel Murphy Staff Nurse, RBHSC On duty overnight on 22nd/23rd October 1996 from 20.00 to 08.00. Completed 
parts of fluid chart.  152/1  

Sandra Ross PICU Staff Nurse, 
RBHSC Nurse in PICU on 23rd October 1996  153/1  

Margaret Wilkin PICU Staff Nurse, 
RBHSC Nurse in PICU on 23rd October 1996  154/1  

Suzanne Spence Staff Nurse, RBHSC On duty on 22nd October 1996 from 08.00 to 14.00. Completed and signed 
entry on fluid balance chart on 22nd October 1996 at 11.00  159/1  

Tracy Blue Staff Nurse in A&E, 
RBHSC Triage Nurse in A&E on 21st October 1996.   161/1  

Angela Pollock Staff Nurse, RBHSC Ward sister / nurse in charge in Allen Ward between 21st and 23rd October 
1996  225/1  

Kate Linsky Staff Nurse, RBHSC 
On duty on 22nd October 1996 from 08.00 to 14.00. Attended ward round with 
Dr Sands at approx 11am. Administered rectal diazepam at 12.15 on 22nd 
October 1996. 

 Awaiting  

CR - INQ 310-003-006



 
LIST OF PERSONS (CLINICAL) 
 
 

 
Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related deaths 

7 

 
SCHEDULE 2: Persons involved as Inquiry Expert Witnesses 

 
 

Witness 
Ref No. Name Specialty Initial Brief Report Supplementary 

Report(s) 

Proposed 
Witness 
(Clinical) 

230 Dr Caren Landes Radiology 03/01/12 12/01/12   

231 Ms Sally Ramsay Nursing 11/02/11 17/06/12   

232 Professor Brian Neville Paediatric Neurology February 2011 24/05/12   

233 Professor Keith Cartwright Clinical Microbiology March 2011 June 2011   

234 Dr Robert Scott-Jupp Paediatrics 17/02/11 
11/04/11  
(amended June 
2012) 

05/05/11  

235 Professor Brian Harding Neuropathology March 2011 24/03/11   

236 Dr Waney Squier Neuropathology 20/01/12 16/06/12 18/06/12  

237 Dr Jeffrey Aronson Clinical Pharmacology 22/05/12 25/07/12   
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SCHEDULE 3: Persons involved as other Experts 
 
 

Name Position/Title1 Date of Initial 
Report Inquiry Ref: 

Professor Brian 
Harding Consultant Neuropathologist, Great Ormond Street Hospital 22/08/07 (PSNI) Ref: 096-020-117 (Brief) 

Ref: 096-027-357 

Dr Robert Bingham Consultant Paediatric Anaesthetist, Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children, 
London 14/04/05 (Coroner) 

Ref: 091-006-024 (Statement) 
Ref: 091-006-020 
(Deposition) 

Dr Ian Maconochie Consultant in Paediatric A&E Medicine, St Mary’s Hospital, London 14/09/05 (Coroner) 
Ref: 091-007-031 (Statement) 
Ref: 091-007-028 
(Deposition) 

Dr Dewi Evans Consultant Paediatrician, Singleton Hospital, Swansea 01/03/08 (PSNI) Ref: 096-021-119 (Brief) 
Ref: 096-022-122 (Report) 

Dr Rajat Gupta Consultant Paediatric Neurologist, Birmingham Children’s Hospital 09/09/08 (PSNI) Ref: 097-011-015 

Susan Chapman Nurse Consultant at Great Ormond St 24/03/08 (PSNI) Ref: 096-023-181 (Brief) 
Ref: 096-024-183 (Report) 

 

                                                                 
1 The position shown is that at the time of the Report 
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