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Name:    Dr Mary G. O’Connor 
 
GMC  No.     
 
Date of Birth:   
 
Qualifications:  MB, BCh, BAO 1984 (Commendation in Medicine and 
         Surgery, RBHSC Gold Medal) 
    MRCP (UK) 1988 
    FRCPCH 1997 
 
Current Appointment: Consultant Paediatric Nephrologist (1/11/95) RBHSC 
 
 
I a m L ead Cl inician and pa rt of  a  t eam of  3 w hole time consultant Paediatric 
Nephrologists in Belfast. 
 
The RBH SC P aediatric Renal U nit i s on e of  13 centres f or t ertiary care i n  P aediatric 
Nephrology i n t he U nited K ingdom.  It pro vides a  c omprehensive di agnostic a nd 
treatment service for children with renal disorders.  The population served is 1.67m.  The 
Unit i s hous ed in B arbour W ard w hich also c ontains  three out-patient haemodialysis 
stations.  T here a re c urrently ov er 30 c hildren on t he re nal replacement prog ram, 
including one  on  peritoneal d ialysis a nd four o n ha emodialysis.  In 20 09/10 2317  
outpatients attended (306 new),there were 722 d ay cases (mostly for haemodialysis) and 
136 admissions.  
 
Approximately 20 re nal bi opsies pe r year a re pe rformed.  T here i s a n e xpanding Live 
Donor Transplant program with 12 pa ediatric renal transplants in 2010 (9 live re lated).  
An Acute Renal Failure Service is provided to three Intensive Care Units (Paediatric 
Intensive Ca re, Ca rdiac S urgical I ntensive Ca re a nd N eonatal I ntensive Ca re) a nd a n 
antenatal counselling s ervice is of fered.  A ntenatal re nal a nomalies oc cur in 
approximately 0.9% of  a ll pre gnancies.  T his i nvolves o ver 200 c hildren pe r a nnum in 
Northern I reland a nd m any o f t hese a re s een a t t he Re gional N ephrology c linics f or 
further i nvestigation.  The P aediatric U rology T eam prov ides a urody namic s ervice.  
There is close liaison with the adult Nephrology services, Transplant Surgeons and Tissue 
Type laboratory.  These services are situated at Belfast City Hospital (0.8 miles away). 
 
 
Previous training: 
 
1994-1995   Southmead Hospital, Bristol 
    Senior Registrar in Paediatric Nephrology 
 
1991-1994   Northern Ireland Paediatric Training Scheme 
    Registrar and Senior Registrar including 12 months in  
    Paediatric Nephrology 
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1990-1991   Research Fellow, Royal Maternity Hospital, Belfast 
    Post-natal follow-up of children previously treated with 
    surfactant 
 
1989-1990   Sheffield Children’s Hospital    
    Registrar in Paediatrics  
 
1988-1989   Altnagelvin Hospital, Londonderry. 

Registrar in Paediatrics   
 

1986 – 1988   Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children.  
Senior House Officer    
 

1985 – 1986   Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast.    
    Senior House Officer 
 
1984- 1985   Royal Victoria Hospital  

Junior House Officer 
     
 
Membership of Learned Societies: 
 
Member of Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health 
 
Member of British Association of Paediatric Nephrology 
 
Member of International Paediatric Nephrology Association 
 
Member of British Medical Association 
 
NI Committees and Working Groups 
 
Participant in Northern Ireland N ephrology Forum ( audit, education a nd re source 
planning). 
 
Invited member of Epo Expert Group (DHSSPS) 2007-8 
 
Member of  N.I. eMed Working Group  
 
Member of the RMSG Nephrology and Transplantation Group 
 
National Committees and Working Groups 
 
Member of Kidney Advisory Group Paediatric Sub-Group  (2008-present) 

• Bi-Annual meetings i n Bri stol i n O rgan D onation a nd T ransplantation 
Directorate 

 
Member of Working Group Ro yal Col lege P aediatrics a nd C hild Health/British 
Association for Paediatric Nephrology/NHS Kidney Care, 2010-2011.  

• Produced document “Improving the standard of care of children with kidney 
disease through paediatric nephrology networks”, published August 2011. 
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