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CHAPTER 2
THE PRESENT-DAY OFFICE OF CORONER
APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS

2-01  Prior to 1959 coroners in Northern Ireland were appointed by local
authorities,' and this is still the position in England and Wales and the Republic
of Ireland? In accordance with the recommendation made by the Nugent
Committee in 1957,* however, the 1959 Act transferred the power of appointing
coroners in Northern Ireland to the Minister of Home Affairs. On the
prorogation of the Parliament of Northern Ireland in March 1972, the
responsibility became that of the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland;’ but
with the abolition of that Parliament in 1973 the power of appointment from 1
January 1974 was transferred to the Lord Chancellor.® This arrangement was
confirmed and continued by the Judicature (Northern Ireland) Act 1978,% with
the result that section 2(1) of the 1959 Act (as amended by the 1978 Act) now
provides:

*The Lord Chancellor may appoint one, or more than one, coroner and
deputy coroner for such district or districts and on such conditions as to
numbers, remuneralion, superannuation or otherwise as the Lord Chancellor,
after consultation with the Treasury may determine ..."

! Local Government (Ir) Act 1898, s 14(1) - see above Chapter 1, para 1-18.

? Coroners Act 1988, s | [E and W], Coroners Act 1962, s 8(2) [Ir].

* Report of the Committee on the Finances of Local Authorities (Cmd 369, 1957), para 222
In the debates on the 1959 Bill, the Minister of Home Affairs explained that "The local
authorities have 110 objection to this propesal, which is in their interests, and il seems only
logical that following the acceptance of responsibility by my Deparfment for county courts
and petty scssions courts it should now accept responsibility for the coroners' courts”: HC
Debs (N1), vol 44, cols 1412-1413 (14 May 1959)Mr WWB Topping). This centralisation
of the power of appointment anticipated the recommendation of the Brodrick Committee
that the power ef appointing fuil-time coroners in England and Waies should also be
transferred fo the Lord Chatcellor in the interest of the consistent application of uniform
standards of selection: Brodrick Repori, paras 20.30 and 20.31. This recommendation has
not been implemented, however, the Coroners' Society of England and Wales has madc
available its expertise to local autherities faced with filling a vacaucy, on the grounds that
"We can offer information and assistance to the appointment committee and avoid
unnecessary difficulties for them and the person appointed": Amnual Report 1992, p 10.

* Northern Ireland { Temporary Provisions) Act 1972, 5 1.

3 Northern Ireland Constitution Act 1973, 5 2(2), Sch 2(9); Northern Ireland (Modification of

Enactments - No 1) Order 1973, art 3 and Sch 2. By art 2(1) of and Sch 1 to the 1973

Order, other matters pertaining to coroners remained the responsibility of the Secretary of

State until they, too, were transferred to the Lord Chancellor by the 1978 Act.

Section 122(1) and Sch 5, Pt I Accordingly, s 1 of the 1959 Act now reads: “The Lord

Chancellor shall be responsible for the administration of all matters relating to coroners”.

o
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24 Coroners' Law and Practice in Northern Ireland

2-02  Since only barristers or solicitors qualified to practise in Northern
Ireland are eligible for appointment,” details of a vacancy in the office of
coroner are not advertised in the national or provincial press, but are published
in local legal publications and circulated to all members of both branches of the
legal protession. Selection is by competitive interview.

2-03  In Northern Ireland there are currently seven coroner's districts,® with
cach district having a coroner and a deputy coroner.” Prior to 1959, each local
“authority appointed a coroner for its district and the areas covercd by the
present-day districts are still influenced by that practice, although cach
coroner's district now comprises more than one local authority district. The
trend, both in Northem Ireland and in England and Wales, is to increase the

size of coroners' districts and thereby reduce the number of coroners. Districts
with larger caseloads are more cconomical to administer; but perhaps more
importantly, the policy of encouraging amalgamation facilitates the acquisition
of preater experience and expertise and the appointment of more full-time
coroners. To date the creation of larger districts has been achieved over time
through the amalgamation of districts as vacancies occur;' if change in the
much shorter term was required, a more radical strategy would have to be
implemented by the Lord Chancellor.

2-04  The coroner for Greater Belfast, in whose district live approximately
one-half of the province's total population, is the only full-time appointment.
This district represents the amalgamation over a period of years of the old City
of Belfast district with other neighbouring districts, as vacancies occurred, with
the aim of achieving a caseload that would justify the appointment of a full-
time coroner.

2-05  Section 2(3) of the 1959 Act (as amended™) provides:

"No persen, other than a person who is a coroner in Northern Ireland
immediately before the coming into force of this Act, shail be appointed a
coroner unless he has practised for not less than five years either as a member
of the Bar of Northern Ireland or as a solicitor of the Supreme Court.""?

7 1959 Act, s 2(3), discussed below para 2-05.
¥ Greater Belfast, South Down, Armagh, Fermanagh and Omagh, East Tyrone and
Magherafelt, Londonderry and North Antrira.

® There is no equivalent in Northern Iretand of the office of assistant deputy coroner found in
England and Wales (1988 Act, s 6{1}#)). In practice, no Northern Ireland corener's district
has mere than one deputy, although s 2(1) of the 1959 Act does provide for this possibility,
Rule 39 of the 1963 Rules provides that where a deputy coroner acting for, or as, the
, coroner signs any document, "he sign it in his own name as depaty coroner™.
® Pursuant to the provisions of s 3 of the 1959 Act. The posstbility of Northern Ireland being
served "by several full-time coroners” was alluded to by the Minister of Home Affairs,
when he moved the second reading of the 1959 Bill: HC Debs (NI), vol 44, col 1414 (14
May 1959} Mr WWB Topping).

"' By the Judicature (NI) Act 1978, s 122(1)and Sch 5, PUIL.

The Minister of Home Affairs stated that he was implementing the recommendation (No

26) made in the Report of the Departmental Committee on Coroners (the "Wright

Committee Report"}(Cmd 3070, 1936). I{C Debs (N1), vol 44, col 1412 (14 May 1959).
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26 Coroners’ Law and Practice in Northern Ireland

This provision, which provoked considerable controversy during the debates on
the 1959 Bill,” may be contrasted with the position both in England and Wales
and in the Republic of Ircland, where a medical qualification is also
acceptable."* Some coroners in those two jurisdictions have a dual qualification
in faw and medicine; in Northern Ireland, however, all the coroners appointed
since 1959 have been solicitors.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF APPOINTMENT
Disqualifications

2-06 In Northern Ireland there are no statutory disqualifications to being
appointed as coroner.'” However, the terms of appointment of the coroner for
Greater Belfast provide two extra-statutory disqualifications, First, a coroner
must on appointment relinquish all commercial directorships and cease any kind
of political activity or any other activity which could be the subject of political
controversy or which would make undue demands on his time. Secondly, a
full-time coroner may not cngage in practice either dircctly or indirectly as a
barrister or solicitor or as an agent for a barrister or solicitor.

This recommendation, that “in future, only solicitors or barristers should be appointed as
coroners, but, whenever possible they should have had experience as deputy coroners and
should have a knowledge of forensic medicine,” was made on the basis that the coroner acts
in a judicial capacity and therefore a legal training is more important than a medical one. A
similar recommendation was made in the Brodrick Report (see below note 14).

See especially HC Debs (NI), vol 44, cols 1429-1432 (14 May 1959)(Professor Lloyd-
Dodd). Under the pre-1959 law, both doctors and justices of the peace of five years'
standing could also be appeinted coroners - see above, Chapter I, para 1-16. The
Government's justification for changing the law in the face of representations by the British
Medical Association was that: "In these modern days all the medical aspects of the case can
be fully presented by expert medical witnesses, and the sifting of the evidence thus
presented is for a legal and not a medical mind": ibid, col 1413.

Coroners Act 1988, s 2(1)(4) [E and W}, Coroners Act 1962, s 14(1) [Ir]. The Brodrick
Commitlee favoured a legal qualification: Brodrick Repert, para 20.41. This issue was also
considered, inter alia, in two subsequent non-government reports both published in 1986:
Coroners Courts in England and Wales (A Report by Justice) and Deaths in the
Community (A Report of the British Medical Association), The report by Justice, whilst
recognising that a dual qualification in law and medicine was “highly desirable",
recornmended no change in the existing qualifying requirements, The report by the British
Medical Association recommended regionally-based offices under a coroner who held a
dual qualification in law and medicine, though it expressed a preference for a medical
qualification,

This contrasts with the position in England and Wales - see 1988 Act, s 2(2)-
(4)(disqualification of certain local authority councillors and aldermen) and in the Republic
of Ireland - see 1962 Act, s 8(3)-(5)qualifications as to age, health and character for
appointment may be declared by Minister for Justice after consultation with the Local
Appoinfments Conunissioners).

bl
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Declaration of office

2-07  Provision is made in Northern Ireland,’ as in England and Wales," for
the making by the coroner of a "Declaration of Office” foliowing his
appointment and before holding his first inquest:

", solemnly, sincercly, and truly declare and affirm that will well
and truly serve our sovereign Lady the Queen and Her Liege people in the
office of coroner for the district of and that 1 will diligently
and truly do everything appertaining to my office to the best of my power for
the doing of right, and for the good of the inhabitants within the said district."

Although it is "customary" for coroners in England and Walcs to make such a
declaration,”® no coroner or deputy coroner presently in office in Northern
Ireland has been asked by the Lord Chancellor to do so. The making of the
declaration does not appear to be required by the 1963 Rules,"” and there may
indeed be some uncertainty as to whether the declaration is intra vires the rule-
making power conferred by scction 36(1)(b) of the 1959 Act, which only
extends to rules which “regulate the practice and procedure at or in connection
with inquests..." *
Availability
2-08  With the exception of periods of illness or holiday leave, coroners or
their deputies must always be available to fulfil the duties of their office. Rule
2 of the 1963 Rules provides:

"A coroner shall at all times hold himself ready to undertake, either by himself

or his depuly, any duties in connection with deaths reported to him, inguests

and post-mortem examinations.”

Therefore, either the coroner or deputy must be contactable on a 24-hour basis
gvery day of the year. This is particularly important when the coroner's consent
to organ retrieval for transplantation purposes is required.” Accordingly, most
coroners carry mobilc telephones, and this practice has eased to some extent
what is otherwise a very onerous burden.

Residence

2-09  As in England and Wales,” there is no longer any requirement that the
coroner or deputy coroner reside in the district to which he is appointed

16 Coroners Rules 1963, Sch 3, Form 1.

17 The declaration of office for coroners in England and Wales is set out in the 1984 Rules,

Sch 4, Form 1 in virtually identical terms.

Jervis, para 2-21.

! Rule 41 provides merely that "The forms set out in the Third Schedule ... may be used for
the purposes for which they are expressed to be applicable” (emphasis added).

% T should be noted, however, that the rute-making power conferred in England and Wales
by the 1988 Act, s 32(1) is stated in identical terms.

21 gee below Chapter 5, paras 5-38 lo 5-44.

2 T gcal Government Act 1972, s 272(1) and Sch 30, implementing a recommendation in the

Brodrick Repori, para 20.43.

Cf Coroners Act 1962, s 12{1) provides that an Irish coroner "shall have his ordinary

residence in his district”. But s 12(2) provides that he may live outside the districl with the

2

[

RF (LCA) - Coroner's Law & Practice in Northern Ireland 170-003-005




28 Coroners’ Law and Praclice in Northern freland

Salary

2-10  Section 36(2) of the 1959 Act provides that the Lord Chancellor, with
the consent of the Treasury, may determine "the salaries or fees and
superannuation” to be paid to coroners. The remuneration of part-time
coroners is calculated on the basis of their annual caseload and therefore it will
fluctuate from year to year. Built into this calculation is a factor to cover
expenses. The full-time coroner for Greater Beifast receives an annual salary
(with superannuation benefits), calculated by reference to a scale agreed by the
Joint Negotiating Committee for Coroners which represents the coroners of
England and Wales.

ACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE OFFICE OF CORONER

2-11 A coroner (or his deputy) is -subject to the rule against bias.™
Accordingly, he must not act in any inquiry into a death where he may be
biased or prejudiced in a way which precludes a fair and genuine consideration
being given to the issues arising in the course of that inquiry. Nor should he so
act where, however disinterested he may be in fact, the circumstances are such
that they give rise to the risk or appearance of bias or prejudice on his part.

Actual bias or prejudice

2-12 It is well cstablished that actual bias or prejudice on the part of a
decision-maker invalidates his decision: "if actual bias is proved, that is an end
of the case".” The most obvious example of such bias is a direct pecuniary or
proprietary interest in the outcome of the proceedings.’®

Apparent bias or prejudice

2-13  Prior to 1993, various tests were applied to determine whether the
possibility of bias was of such a degree that a decision should be invalidated on
the ground of apparens bias.” However, in R v Gough,” where bias on the part
of a juror in a criminal trial was alleged, the House of Lords held that the test to
be applied is whether, in all the circumstances of the case, the court considers
that there appeared to be a "real danger" of bias; if so, the decision cannot be
allowed to stand. In the words of Lord Goff of Chicveley:

"... I prefer to state the test in terms of real danger rather than real likelihood,
to ensure that the court is thinking in terms of possibility rather than

permission of the Minister for Justice - a concession to "modem methods of transport":

Seanad Eireann Debs, vol 55, col 126 (21 March 1962} Minister for Justice) - and such

permission is usually given.

See especially de Sinith, Woolf and Jowell, Judicial Review of Administrative Action (5th

ed, 1995), Chap 12.

B 12 v Gough [1993] 2 All ER 724, 737, per Lord GofT of Chieveley. See eg Dintes v Grand
Junction Canal Co Proprietors (1852) 3 HLC 759.

% In R v Camborne Justices, ex parte Pearce [1954} 2 Al ER 850, 853, Slade J stated: "...
any direct pecuniary or proprietaty interest in the subject-matter of a proceeding, however
small, operates as an aulomatic disqualification"

7 See eg de Smith, Woolf and Jowell, op cif note 24 at pp 526-527.

2 11993] 2 All ER 724. See also R v Secrefary of State for the Environment, ex parte
Kirkstall Valley Campaign Ltd [1996] 3 All ER 304,
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probability of bias, Accordingly, having ascertained the relevant circumstances,
the court should ask itself whether, having regard to these circumstances, there
was a real danger of bias on the part of the relevant member of the tribunal in
question, in the sense that he might unfairly regard (or have unfairly regarded)
with favoulrg, or disfavour, the case of a party to the issue under consideration
by him...."

His Lordship stated further that "the same test should be applicable in all cases
of apparent bias, whether concerned with justices or members of other inferior
tribunals ..". In R v Inner West London Coroner, ex parte Dallaglio and
Another® the Court of Appeal confirmed that the "real danger" test applies to
COroners.

2-14  The Jaw having been settled by the House of Lords, the problem now is
to determine whether, in all the circumstances of a particular case, the "real
danger" test is satisfied, The cases involving coroners may be considered under
four broad headings, as follows.

Professional relationship

2-15  The 1959 Act makes express provision for two particular situations

where a risk of bias or prejudice may arisc:

(1) "A coroner shall not act as solicitor or barrister in proceedings arising out
of any matter which may have come before him as coroner ...";* and

{2) "A solicitor or barrister appointed as coroner or deputy coroner under this
pp R

Act shall not conduct any inquest upon the body of, or hold any inquiry nto

the death of, any person, if he has drawn up, or assisted in the drawing up

% 11993] 2 All BR 724, 737-738. Lord Gof! further held that the “real danger" test should be
applied from the point of view of the reviewing court and not from that of the reasonable
man. He added, however, that "Since ... knowledge of such circumstances as are found by
the court must be imputed to the reasonable man ... it is difficult to see what difference
there is between the impression derived by a reasonable man to whom such knowledge has
been imputed, and the impression derived by the court, here personifying the reasonable
man". His Lordship appears to agrec with the slalement of Webster J in R v Wes!
Yorkshire Coroner, ex parte Smith, The Times, 6 November 1982 thal an allegation of
possible bias is judged by the supervisory courf at the time it reviews the matter and the
facts to which it has regard are olf the matlers in evidence at the time of hearing the
application.

¥ [19941 4 All ER 139 - sce especially pp 151-152 (per Simon Brown LIy and 162 (per Sir

Thomas Bingham MR).

1959 Act, 5 2¢5). The restriction to "proceedings” was designed to prevent this provision

from being "unduly oppressive" and will, for example, allow a solicitor who is a part-time

coroner to take oul probate to an estate even though he has held the inquesl into the
testator's death: see HC Debs (NI), vol 44, col 1655 (3 Junc 1959} Minister of Home

Affairs). Cf the equivalent restriction in the Republic of Jreland is limited to criminal

proceedings: 1962 Act, s 53.
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30 Coroners’ Law and Practice in Northern Ireland

of, and is a beneficiary under, any testamentary disposition made by such
person."*

It is suggested that these particular provisions do not operate to exclude the
operation of the general rule against bias, and that there may well be other
situations in which a coroner should withdraw from an inquiry on
"professional” grounds.

2-16 The only occasion on which an apparent conilict of professional
interest involving a coroner in BEngland and Wales appears to have been
considered arose in the course of proceedings before the Solicitors' Disciplinary
Tribunal of the Law Society of England and Wales.” A part-time coroner had
opened an inquest into the death of a man who had died following an abseiling
accident. Following the receipt of formal evidence of identity the inquest was
adjourned. The coroner, a solicitor, then learned that the deceased was the
employce of a corporate client which ran "outward-bound"-type courses and he
correctly transferred the inquest to another coroner, For unconnected reasons
the resultant inquest was quashed. The original coroner then agreed to appear
for his client at the second inquest; "He was reluctant to act but after consulting
Jervis on Coroners he formed the view that, as the first inquest had in fact been
erased, the new inquest was a venire de novo and he might properly represent
his client at it". In finding substantiated an aliegation of conduct unbefitting a
solicitor, the Tribunal stated:

"In consulting only Jervis and by not considering his position as a solicitor the
respondent's reasoning had been at fault. His knowledge of the malter had not
been expunged by the order quashing the first inquest and he had acted in the
same matter as botl coroner and advocate for an interested party. Such
behaviour was reprehensible. The conflict of interesls was clear."™

The lesson from this case must be that if there is any doubt as to the propriety
of acting as coroner or legal representative in cases not expressly covered by
the 1959 Act, the coroner should err on the side of caution and take no part in
the proceedings in either capacity. As Jervis advises:

« . wherever there is a real danger of bias on the coroner’s part, for example
arising out of his personal or professional connection with the deceased or the
deccased's family, ke should make arrangements for another person (o act in
his place as coroner, even if he himself believes that he is capable of acting
impartially.... [I]t would be unwise for a coroner ... to act professionally in
connection with any legal proceedings resulting from the death of a person into
whose death he has held or may be about to hold an inquest or post-mortem
examination, and, indeed, the Coroners' Sociely recommends that a coroner
should not so act.

321959 Act, s 2(6) (emphasis added). In the Republic the 1962 Act, s 35(2)(a) is in similar
terms.

N Re Peter Lothian Brunton (1995) 92(17) Law Sac Gaz 42. The proceedings concerned Mr
Brunton's conduct as a solicitor rather than as a coroner.

M jpid. The Tribunal took certain mitigating circumstances into account and formally
reprimanded Mr Brunton.
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Turther, it is undesirable and inconsistent with the status of the coroner as an
independent judiciat officer for him to act as a professional or expert witness at
an inquest before another coroner, the more so in front of a jury which is aware
of his judicia} status."

Personal hostility

2-17  In R v Inner West Londen Coroner, ex parte Dallaglio and Another®
the coroner had decided not to resume an inquest following criminal
proceedings. Prior to making this decision, he had, during a meeting with
journatists, described the mother of one of the deceased as "unhinged" and
displayed an attitude of hostility towards her. This conduct led to an
application being made to him to remove himself. He would not agree to do so,
and the case was taken on judicial review, After referring to the passage from
Gough quoted above {paragraph 2-13), Farquharson LJ stated:

"Applying that test to the present case, the court must ask itself whether in all
the relevant circumstances ... there was a real danger of bias on the pari of the
coroner. As already pointed out, there is no question of actual bias herc.
Neither is it necessary for the applicants to show that the coroner was aware
that he was displaying bias. The question that has to be posed is: 'Does it
appear that there was a real danger of bias on the part of the coroner affecting
his decision not {o proceed with the inquests? ... The vital matter is the
reference Lo the second applicant being 'unhinged' ">

The use of such language meant that there was a "real danger"” of bias on the
part of the coroner and he should therefore have removed himself. The court
accordingly ordered that the question whether the inquests should be resumed
be considered afresh by a different coroner.

2-18 R v HM Coroner for Western District of FEast Sussex, ex parfe
Homberg, Roberts and Manners® underlines the need to consider afl the
circumstances in cases of apparent bias. An application to quash an inquisition
was based (infer alia) on the allegation that the coroner had made comments in
his opening remarks to the jury which showed bias towards the legal
representatives of the families of the deceased. Simon Brown LI accepted that:

"[The coroner's remarks} were to say the least unfortunate, most particularly in
combination. Their cumulative effect must inevitably have been to make the
jury doubt the good sense and legal competence, if not actually the integrity, of
those representing the families. Certainly they had much better been lefl
unsaid."¥

But he added that such considerations as may tend to explain those remarks
must also be taken into account, and he found that the familics' lawyers were

Paras 2-27 and 2-28. Scc also the Law Society's Guide fo the Professional Conduct of
Solicitors (Tth ed, 1996), para 15-06,

* [1994] 4 All ER 139. For further discussion of this case, sec Rayment, "Bias afler
Dallaglio” [1996] Jud Rev 102.

[1994] 4 AHER 139, 160.

(1994) 158 3P 357. The case report refers to "Hombes", but this is a misspelling.

Ibid, pp 374-377.

-
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"ot entirely blameless" and had been "markedly too-prone to iry to impose
their own ideas about how the inquest should be run". In such a context, the
coroner's remarks and general conduct ‘“are perhaps more readily
understandable”® Taking all these considerations into account, Simon Brown
LJ concluded, "not without hesitation”, that the coroner's conduct was nof such
as could properly be said to have undermined public confidence in the
proceedings. ‘

"It was ... regrettable that in the various remarks he made the coroner allowed
himself to express a resentment which by then he had undoubtedly begun to
feel against those representing the families ... [However] this can hardly have
been the first time that a tribunal has been inappropriately caustic with regard
to the lawyers' role. But only in the most extreme cases (not least in the
context of inquisitorial proceedings) should challenges founded upon such
remarks succeed on grounds of apparent unfzimess."’!

Personal friendship

2.19 In the New Zealand case of In re Sutherland® an inquest verdict was
quashed and a new inquest ordered where the coroner, who knew the deceased
both "as a personal friend and as a professional adviser”, not only held the
inquest into her death but also purported to give evidence of identity in the
course of the hearing. The coroner was a legal practitioner and had concluded
a matrimonial property settlement on behalf of the deccased some years
previously. Subsequently, the deceased lived on property owned by the coroner.
Barker ACJ stated:

" by the act of formally idenlifying the decenseds body, she gave evidence
before herself, something ne judicial officer should contemplate ... There
must be a real danger that the knowledge of the deceased which the coroner
must of necessily have acquired over the years of her acquaintance with the
deceased could, even subconsciously, have affected her judgment; her pre-
knowledge might have rendered her incapable of deciding on a proper verdict
purely on the evidence presented before her."?

© Ibid, p 376, Simon Brown LJ continued: "Where, as here, [an inquest] is presided over by
a highly experienced coroner, a measure of tact, sensitivity and restraint is called for on the
part of those representing interested parties, Their clients are not ... parties to adversarial
litigation. Their only legilimate interest is one shared by the coroner - to investigate and
discover the true circumstances of the death ...".

W Ibid, p 377. &t would appear io follow Lhat a coroner can adopl a more robust attitude
towards legal representatives than towards unrepresented properly interested persons, That
there may be different "thresholds" for apparent bias appears implicit in Lord Goft's
reference in R v Gouglt [1993] 2 All ER 724, 737 to the preliminary need "to ascertain the
relevant circumstances from the available evidence" (emphasis added).

2 11994] 2 NZLR 242, a case in which Gough was cited with approval.

# Ibid, p249. See also R v IVest Yorkshire Coroner, ex parte Smith, The Times, 6 November
1682 where the applicant sought judicial review of a coroner's refusal to cause an inquest to
be held by another coroner on the pround (inter alia) that the original coroner might appear
to have links with a person or persons said to be present on the occasion of the deceased's
death; the allepation of such a link was expressly withdrawn, however, and Webster J
rejected the applicant's claim. He also rejected a further allegation that the coroner might
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Prejudging verdict or issue

2-20 In R v West Yorkshire Coroner, ex parte Smith* the applicant, who
sought judicial review of the coroner's refusal to cause an inquest to be
conducted by another coroner, alleged that the coroner appeared to have
prejudged the verdict or an issue or issues that might arise at the inquest.
Webster J disagreed; the evidence "put the question wholly beyond doubt” that
he had done no such thing.*

2-21  In Smith, the applicant's concern arose from a statement made by the
coroner in an attempt to indicate "clearly and without delay" what action he
proposed to take in the case. Clearly the coroner needs to be very careful about
such remarks, even if made in private; a fortiori if he decides to make any
public comment about any current coronial matter. In the course of his
judgment in Dallaglio, Farquharson LJ referred to the coroner's interview in
that case with journalists and stated that "it is wrong or at least undesirable for
anybody sitting in a judicial capacity to discuss the case he is trying or
preparing to try with anybody else, or to make any public comment about it".*

‘RETIREMENT AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

2-22  As in England and Wales, there is no express statutory provision
providing for the age at which a coroner must retire;” but section 2(1) of the
1959 Act permits the Lord Chancellor to appoint coroners and deputy coroners
on such conditions as "the Lord Chancellor, after consultation with the
Treasury, may determine”. The terms of appointment of the full-time coroner
for Greater Belfast, who was appointed in 1991, stipulate that he may continue
to hold office until attaining the age of 70 years; thercafter the Lord Chancellor
has a discretion to extend the appointment from year to year until the age of

appear to be associated with an alleged attempt to cover up the circumstances of the
deceased's death. Although it is unlikely to have affected the outcome of either claim, it
should be noted that the court relied on the "reasonable man" test since rejected by the
House of Lords in Gough - see above, note 29.

The Times, 6 November 1982,

As already pointed out (above, note 43), Webster J applied the "reasonable man" test since
rejected in Gongh, but the cutcome would clearly have been the same under the law as laid
down in that case. It should also be noted that Webster J also rejected a claim: that the
coroner might appear to be biased in the conduct of the inquest because the applicant was
entitled to apply for an order for costs against the coroner in respect of an earlier
application.

6 [1994] 4 All ER 139, 161. In the section on "Medicine and the Media" in The Oxford
Medical Companion (1994), reference is made to a warning given by the distinguished
physician, Sir William Osler, to medical students; "In the life of every successful physician
there comes the temptation to toy with the Delilah of the Press - daily and otherwise.
There are times when she may be courted with satisfaction, but beware: sooner or later she
is surc to play the harlot and has left many a man shorn of his strength, viz the confidence
of his professional brethren”. This advice is just as apt for coroners.

Cf Coroners Act [Ir] 1962, s 11(1): "Every coroner ... shall ... hold office until he reaches
the age of seventy years”. -
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75.® ‘That apart, the absence of a statutory retirement age obviously facilitates
the development of policy at a time when there would appear to be an impetus
towards a general lowering of the retirement age for the holders of judicial
offices.

2.23 The removal from office of any judicial officer including a coroner is a
very rare occurrence.” Section 2(2) of the 1959 Act, by applying section 18(2)
of the Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954, empowers the Lord
Chancellor to "remove or suspend” a coroner;” but section 2(2) of the 1959
Act goes on to provide that the Lord Chancellor may remove a coroner only
after "consultation” with the Lord Chief Justice.”

224  The 1959 Act does not specify the grounds upon which a coroner may
be removed from office.® But the terms of appointment of the coroner for
Greater Belfast suggest that the position in Northern Ireland is much the same
as provided for by statute in England and Wales:

*The Lord Chancelior may rcmove a coroner from office on account of
misbehaviour or inability to perform the duties of the office."”

Cf the Brodrick Committee had recommended that a coroner should nonmally retire at the
age of 65, but that the Lord Chancellor should have power to extend his tenure of office
annually up to the age of 72: Brodrick Report, para 20.45.

¥ Qee Jervis, paras 3-14 to 3-19. During the debates on the 1959 Bill it was stated thal "no
coroners ... have been removed in Northern Ireland"; HC Debs (NT), vol 44, cot 1632 (3
Tune 1959% Mr Bleakley).

% gection 18(2) of the 1954 Act further provides (in cffect) that the Lord Chancellor may "in

the like manner and subject o the like consent and conditions ... applicable on his

appointment" (i) reappoint or teinstate a coroner, (i) appeint another persen in his stead,

(iit) vary or withhold his remuneration during any period of suspension from office, and

(iv) terminate his remuneration on his removal from office.

The wording of s 2 means that the Lord Chancellor zust consult the Lord Chiel Justice, but

he is not obliged to accept his opinion or advice. At the time of enactment the power of

removal now vested in the Lord Chancellor was vested in the Minister of Home Alffairs,
and the requirement to consult was seen as an additional saleguard: “prior consultation’
would invariably mean the prior approval of the Lord Chief Justice ..."; Sen Debs (NI), vol

43, cols 569-570 (20 October 1959} Minister of Home AfTairs). A proposal that coreners

should only be removable by resolution of both Houses of Parliament was rejected in

comumittee.

% Local Government (Ir) Act 1898, s 14(3) had provided that the Lord Chancellor could
remove any coroner “for inability or misbehaviour in the discharge of his duty" - see above,
Chapter 1, para 1-18. This provision was repealed by the 1959 Act.

3 (f Coroners Act 1988, s 3(4). "The Lord Chancellor may, if he thinks fit, remove any

coroner from effice for inabitity or misbehaviour in the discharge of his duty”. Section 3(5)

further provides that a court which finds a coroner guilty of corruption, wilful neglect of his

duty or misbehaviour in the discharge of his duty may order that he be removed from office.

In the Republic of Ireland, the 1962 Act, s 15(1) provides that a coroner may be removed

from office by the Minister for Justice if he “is of opinion that [the] coroner ... has been

guilty of misconduet or neglect of duty or is wnfit for office or incapable of the due
discharge of his duties by reason of physical or mental infirmity ...", s 15(2) provides that
the Minister must specify the reason for the removal.

51

The Pre

The terms of appointment g
circumnstances which might |

vThe Lord Chancellor n
judiciary (including a cor
or of an otherwise seric
misbehaviour, and it may
powers of removal from
offence he should imr
Chancellor."

2-25  Where a coroner is
any reason "all documents,
.. in connection with inques
to the coroner next appointe

2-26  Whether a robe is
coroner. In England and ¥
do, do not wear a wig.” In
formerly wore both gown
discontinued. The present
them only on ceremonial oc

<

n

Clerical staff

2-27  The full-time coros
who are employees of the T
provided for part-time

arrangements.  Since mos
private practice, they invar
for assistance with coronia

Office accommodation

2-28  Only the corone
accommodation, Part-tin
arrangements, which once
is, however, permissible
accommodation to work fr

Coroner's officers

2-29  Although section
Chancellor may, under tk

' 1963 Rules, r 40.

% Jervis, para 3-57 describes
barristers and judges: the v
dark blue with black velve
pleats”.

% See generally Brodrick Rep

RF (LCA) - Coroner's Law & Practice in Northern Ireland

170-003-012




hern Ireland

nent age obviously facilitates
suld appear to be an impetus
e for the holders of judicial

ficer including a coroner is a
wct, by applying section 18(2)
1954, empowers the Lord
but section 2(2) of the 1959
may remove a coroner only

ds upon which a coroner may
pointment of the coroner for
iern Ireland is much the same

tom office on account of
1e office.”

yroner should normally retire at the
ower to extend his tenure of office -

5.
the 1959 Bill it was stated that "no
AC Debs (NI, vol 44, col 1632 (3

1) that the Lord Chancellor may "in
«d conditions ... applicable on his
appoint another person in his stead,
riod of suspension from office, and
ice.

it consult the Lord Chief Justice, but
the time of enactment the power of
. in the Minister of Home Affairs,
ional safeguard: "“prior consuitation’
“hief Justice ..."; Sen Debs (NI, vol
> Affairs). A proposal that coroners

uses of Parliament was rejected in

ided that the Lord Chancellor could

1e discharge of his duty” - see above,

the 1959 Act.

r may, if he thinks fit, remove any
: discharge of his duly”. Section 39
ty of corruption, wilful neglect of his

order that he be removed from office. -

vides that a coroner may be removed
sinion that {the] coroner ... has been

for office or incapable of the due
il infimity ...% s 15(2) provides that

The Present-Day Office of Coroner 35

Thé terms of appointment go on to provide some additional guidance as to the
circumstances which might be viewed as justifying removal:

*The Lord Chancellor regards the conviction of a serving member of the
judiciary (including a coroner) for an offence of dishonesty, of moral turpitude
or of an otherwise serious nature (including drink driving) as constituting
misbehaviour, and it may cause him to consider whether he should exercise his
powers of removal from office. If a coroner is charged with any criminal

: offence he should immediately report the details thereof to the Lord
Chancellor.”

2.25 . Where a coroner is removed from office, dies or vacates his office for
y reason "all documents, exhibits, registers and other things in [his] custody
i connection with inquests or post-mortem examinations shall be transferred

ihe coroner next appointed to that office".™

ROBES

.26 - Whether a robe is worn during an inquest is a matter for the individual
roner. In England and Wales most coroners do not wear a robe; those who
0, do not wear a wig.* In Northemn Ireland the coroners for the City of Belfast
rimerly wore both gown and wig; but in the early 1980s this practice was
continued. The present practice is for those coroners with gowns to wear
icin only on ceremonial occasions.

SUPPORT SERVICES*

-27. " The full-time coroner for Greator Belfast is provided with clerical staff

10 are employees of the Northern Ireland Court Service. No clerical staff arc

rovided for part-time coroners, who must therefore make fheir own
ngements. Since most of the present parl-time coroners arc solicitors in

tivate practice, they invariably rely on the services of the staff of their practice

assistance with coronial work.

ffice accommodation

=28 Only the coroner for Greator Belfast is provided with office

cconumodation.  Part-time coroners must make their own accommodation

rrangements, which once again will usually be the offices of their practice. It

owever, permissible for a coroner who is not provided with office

ceommodation to work from home.

roner's officers

9 . Although scction 2(1) of the 1959 Act provides that the lord
'ha{lt:;ellor may, under the power conferred by section 69 of the Judicaturc

1963 Rules, r 40.

Jen"z’s, para 3-57 describes the wig and gown at "traditionally distinct from those wern by

: barristers and judges: the wig is like a judge's but without the back curl, and the robe is.

: ;i;l::t tflue with black velvet yoke, black lace strips on the facings, and slecves with fou
s,

Sce generally Brodrick Report, Chap 21.
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(Northern Ireland) Act 1978, appoint "coroner's officers and other officers to
assist ... coreners”, no such officer has been appointed in recent years. This
contrasts with the position in England and Wales where, in spite of the fact that
the post has no statutory recognition, there is at least one officer for each
coroner's district.”” Most of the coroner's officers are specially trained police
officers on permanent secondment from the local police force, which remains
responsible for their remuneration and conditions of service; but civilian
coroner's officers may be employed by cither the local authority or the coroner
personally.® There is a trend towards civilianisation,® aithough the value of
previous service as a police officer, with the experience and training that
entails, is recognised.® There is no standard "job description” for coroner's
officers; but so far as England and Wales is concerned, the following would be
generally accepted as constituting their main functions: the establishment and
maintenance of a proper liaison between the police service and the coroner in
connection with the investigation of violent, unnatural or sudden deaths and the
proper investigation and reporting of all such matters to the coroner; receiving,
cvaluating and investigating any report of a death and drawing it to the
attention of the coroner, and collating and interpreting facts and circumstances
to enable a proper course of investigation (medical or criminal or both) to be
pursued. The performance of these functions may involve any ong Of more of
the following:

(1) Receiving reports of deaths and, where appropriate, attending the scene
and examining the body.

(2) Enquiring if there are any suspicious circumstances surrounding the death,
liaising with the police and briefing the coroner of the progress in the
enquiries.

(3) Liaising with the family and taking statements.

{(4) Providing continuity of identification of the body throughout the
investigation.

(5) Arranging removal of the body, the safe custody of any personat
belongings of the deceased, arranging the post-mortem examination and
any specialist examinations such as toxicology, liaising with the
pathologist and ensuring proper control of specimens and exhibits.

(6) Where the death occurred in suspicious circumstances, consulting with the
police over the choice of pathologist.

(7) Receiving the post-mortem findings and advising the coroner of these.

T Qee Jervis, paras 3-58 to 3-62, and YThurston, Chap 7. The size and population of the
coroner's district determine the number of oflicers appointed. It is understood that coroners’

» officers are also appointed in the Republic of Ireland, at least in Dublin.

% [y the latter situation, which is uncommon, the coroner seeks reimbursement of the relevant
salary and related expenses from the local authority.

% As recommended by the Brodrick Report, para 21.11 and in line with the current view of
the Home Office - see Organisation and Methods Branch of the Home Office, Review of the
Work and Methods of Coroner's Officers (March 1933) and Home Office Cireular No 93
(1985).

# Many "civilian" coroner’s officers are in fact former police officers.
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(8) Co-ordinating the arrangements leading to the release of the body and any

personal belongings that had been held.

(9) Liatsing with all "properly interested persons”.
(10) Attending the inquest to give evidence concerning police enquiries into the

death.

(11) Where necessary, acting as a jury keeper or court clerk.
(12) General administrative work on behalf of the coroner.
(13) Participating in a rota to provide 24-hour cover.

2-30 It is unfortunately the case that the non-appointment of coroner's
officers in Northern Ireland may disadvantage coroners in the performance of
the duties of their office, as compared with their counterparts in England and
Wales. However, many of the functions listed above are in practice carried out
by police officers in Northern Ireland.

The role of the police

2-31  In Northern Ireland only police officers are empowered to investigate
deaths reported to coroners, and this is the position even when no criminal
offence is suspected. The particular officer assigned to the investigation acts,
in effect, as a coroner's officer for the particular case. Section 11(1) of the
1959 Act provides:

"Where a coroner is informed that there is within his district the body of a
deceased person and that there is reason to believe that the deceased person
died in any of the circumstances mentioned in seclion seven or section eight he

“shall instruct a constable to take possession of the body and shall make such
investigation as may be required to enable him to determine whether or not an
inquest is necessary."®!

The "constable" may be "any officer or member of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary".® Once the coroner has advised the police for the area in which
the death occurred of the death, a "police” decision will be made as to whether
the investigation should be the responsibility of the uniform or criminal
investigation branch, and the rank of officer to be appointed. It would appear
sensible that such matters are left to the discretion of the police authorities.
There is, of course, nothing to prevent a coroner raising particular concemns
about any police decision in this regard with which he is unhappy. There exist
botl: formal and informal channels for this to be done, for example, by writing
to the sub-divisional commander for the district in which the death occurred or
by simply telephoning the duty inspector at the police station concerned. In a

61

62

Emphasis added. This provision has no counterpart in England and Wales, where the
preliminary inquiry is made by the coroner's officer. For a helpful discussion, see Jervis,
paras 5-48 ef seq.

1959 Act, 5 40. Sce also Interpretation Act (N1) 1954, s 43(2), which defines "constable” as
"any raember of the Royal Ulster Constabulary, any reserve constable, any member of any
Harbour, Transport or Railway Police or of the Naval, Military or Royal Air Force and any
ather person having for the time being the powers of a constable”. Thus, deaths occurring
in or bodies recovered from Belfast Harbour are investigated by Belfast Harbour Police,

sather than the Royal Ulster Constabulary,
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particularly sericus matter or where an important policy issue is concerned the
coroner may write directly to the Chief Constable. :

2-32  Since any police officer may be appointed to assist the coroner, the
opportunity for an individual officer to develop specialised skills and expertise
and, most importantly, sensitivity in coroners' work is very limited indeed.
Some families have voiced concerns that the involvement of the police
“criminaliscs" the death and the attendance of police officers at the home often
causes embarrassment. There have been instances where the death was, for
example, the result of direct intervention by the security forces and the family
consequently refiised to co-operate with the police and declined to make any
form of statement. Yet they were prepared to co-operate with the coroner:
Where the death occurs in such circumstances it is often impossible for the
police to act in their normal policing role as weil as in the capacity of coroner's’™
officer. It is arguably unfair to put them in such an invidious position:
Properly trained and appointed coroner's officers, similar to those in England
and Wales, are likely to be much more acceptable. Even though they may be
police officers on secondment their actual role as members of the coroner's staff
would be inclined to distance them from the "policing" side of the investigation
Considerable tact and diplomacy is required in all coronial matters and the
perception of the public and particularly the next of kin should never be
discounted.

Force instruciions to police officers®

2,33 The duties of a police officer acting on behalf of a coroner are as:
follows: ‘ :

" Police investigations

In almost all cases of violent, unexplained or unexpected deaths or deaths in
suspicious circumstances, coroners order post-mortem examinations which are.;
carricd out by pathologists, In order that the cause of death can b
satisfactorily cstablished the police must assist by providing the pathologis
with information concerning the circumstances leading up to and surrounding
the death. In order to cnsure that these circumstances are promptly and.
cfficiently investigated the following instructions will be complied with.

The member of the Force at the scene must remember that his duty is that of :
investigator. He should proceed as follows -

(1) On arrival at the scene, ascertain if life has been pronounced extinct by &
doctor, Normally the deceased's own doctor should be called. In cases:
where the deceased is not known to be registered with a GP, a local doctor.
should be called. Should a local doctor not be available the forensic -
medical officer for that area should be called. If the death has taken place -
under suspicious circumstances the services of a forensic medical officer
should be obtained in the first instance,

® These extracts Irom police instructions are reproduced by kind permission of the Chief
Constable of the Royal Ulster Constabulary.
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Obtain the formal details for Form 195 Whilst gleaning this information
he can establish an amicable liaison with those about him,
Compile a detailed story of what happened from those who can give
“inaterial assistance regarding the cvents before, during and after death.
“Accurate notes must be made at the time in the official notebook and
" “statements taken whenever possible.
y-+Have the body identified to him by a responsible person who knew the
“deccased.  Where the death has occurred m hospital and such
identification is to be made in the hospital morteary, identification may be
“inade by medical staff in appropriate circumstances.
““‘Make a visual examination of the body. If there is anything unusual
consider whether to request the attendance of a forensic medical officer,
Make a visual examination of the scene. If the body has already been
removed an examination is still important. Make accurate notes. A
drawing might be useful. If therc is anything unusual at the scenc,
consider whether to call in a scenes of crime officer.
Obtain the deceased's medical history from those at the scene who knew
“him well. These people know best how the deccased has felt within days
ror weeks of his death. Ask whether he was taking pills and medicines and
collect any that may be relevant.
“:Complete Form P1® reguired by the Pathologist. By leaving this to the
end the investigating officer will be reminded of things about which he has
forgotten to inquire, ’
Contact the family doctor, and say that he is acting on behalf of the
coroner. Ask about any sympitoms the deceased might have complained of
and any treatment given.
he-proper investigation of such deaths involves much more than a formal
ollection of names, addresses, ages and asking someone to explain briefly what
appened. Key witnesses must be interviewed as early as possible in order to
btain the maximum information. At times this can, no doubt, be distressing to
latives or perhaps distasteful to members of the Force; but by using tact,
lought and common sense, a practical police officer can obtain the necessary
formation with the minimum of distress or distaste. It is not a valid excuse to
y that a key witness was too upset to be interviewed,

policy issue is concerned the 2
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en it comes te the knowledge of a member of the Force that a dead body has
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ul play can be ruled out, the matter will be treated as murder.
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hen the investigation at the scene has been adequately carried out the body
ill be removed to the mortuary, authority having first been obtained, if
ossible, from the coroner. A local undertaker should be employed for this

“This form is reproduced at the end of this chapter.

:d by kind permission of the Chiefl ! i :
This form is also reproduced at the end of this chapter,
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purpose. A member of the Force, if considered necessary, should accompany
the body. In exceptional cases where the body has not been examined at the
scene by a doctor, every effort must be made to have this done at the mortuary,
Even when it scems apparent that a person is dead, a doctor is the only person
qualified to pronounce life extinct.

The following points must recsive particular attention:

(1) Deceased's name and marital status. Full names must be accurately
recorded, ie, full forenames and surnames properly spelt. Initials shall not
be used, nor names by which deceased was known locally. Date and place
of birth, occupation, or former occupation if retired, must be accurately
stated, eg, builder's labourer, retired civil servant. It is not sufficient to
say, unemployed, retired, etc. The marital status of the deceased must
always be obtained.

(2) Deceased's address. Correct addresses must be quoted. [n cities or towns
the streets and house number must be given. In rural areas the townland
and post town must be accurately stated. [t is not sufficient to quote a
local name for an area which embraces a number of townlands. Where
there is a district number or postal code this should also be given.

(3) Request for post-mortem examination, On the police being directed by a
coronetr that a post-mortem examination is necessary, the member in
charge of, or supervising the investigation, will collect as much
preliminary information about the case as he can and notify the State
Pathologist's Department in accordance with the instructions contained in
Appendix 49A to this Manual. On no account shouid arrangements be
made in the first instance with local pathologists. The member concerned
must be in a position to supply relevant preliminary information
concerning the death and in particular the name and age of the deceased,
where the body lies and a brief account of the death. Care must be
exercised to ensure that telephoned information is clear and precise.

(4) Previous melical history. The name and address of the deceased's doctor

and any previous medical history which he can give should be available
for the pathologist.
Shouid the doctor not wish to disclose details of deceased's medical
history, he should be asked to furnish same in a sealed envelope for the
information of the pathologist. The investigating officer should also
enquire from the family and neighbours of the deceased as to his health
prior to death, anything unusual being noted - dizzy spells, black-outs,
severe headaches, depression, etc.

{3) Identification of the deceased. The member of the Force who carried out
the investigation should be in a position to identify the body to the
pathologist at the post-mortem examination and supply him with all the
information acquired. In his unavoidable absence, another member of the
Force must be detailed to do this. In homicide cases, and in fatal road
traffic accidents, continuity of evidence is essential to prove that a body
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0st-mortemnt examinations.

The Present-Day Office of Caroner

(a) the person who witnessed the death (if such be available);

(b) the person who discovered the body;
(c) the pathologist who conducted the autopsy; and
(d) the relative or other person who identified the body;

(a) To identify the body to the pathologist. 1t follows
that the investigating officer must first have had the
body identified to him.

(b) To furnish the pathologist with details of the
deceased, the circumstances of the death and the
results of the member's own investigations. Where
investigation has disclosed matters such as suicide
notes, defective gas or oil heaters, faulty electrical
appliances, natural hazards etc, these must be fully
described to the pathologist. For this purpose Form P1
must be accurately completed, The pathologist cannot
commence the autopsy until the policeman has put him
in the picture in this way.

(@) A form giving the prefiminary results of the
autopsy. This information must be transmitted to the
coroner at once by hand or by telephone. If there is
any delay the information loses its value.

(b} A form authorising a payment to be made to the
mortuary attendant, This form must be handed to the

41

found in situ was that of a certain individual and that the individual met
his death by a particular cause. To do so evidence is necessary from:

gether with evidence that proves conclusively that all are speaking of the
ame person and bedy.

‘Attendance at post-mortem examination.
quired to attend the post-mortem examination for two main purposes:

The investigating member is

The member concerned must be at the mortuary on time. The pathologist
cannot start without the above information and lack of punctuality can
pset busy schedules.
should be rare for the investigating member not to be able to attend the
utopsy. He should not start an investigation if it is apparent he will not be
ble to see it through. However, should untoward circurstances arise, it is
he investigating police officer's duty to see that a deputy can attend. He
must, of course, ensure that the deputy can identify the body and is fully
conversant with the information gleaned at the scene.
Force will not be required to act as note-takers to the pathologist during
They will remain until the examination is
ished or until the pathologist states that their presence is no longer
necessary. At the termination of the autopsy the pathologist will hand the
nvest;gatmg member two forms:

Members of the
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member in charge of the station for transmission to the
divisional commander's clerk.

(7) Supervisory ranks wilf cnsure that those who are required to attend post-
mortem examinations have the necessary knowledge.

(8) Further information for the pathologist. After the autopsy the pathologist
may require further information on some fact. The investigating member
must obtain this promptly and telephone it to the pathologist at the carliest
opportunity.  Should further police enquirics bring more light to the
circumstances of the death, the investigating member is responsible for
seeing that the pathologist is told. It might alter the pathologist's
interpretation of his findings." .
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DETAILS REQUIRED FOR CORONERS'
POSTMORTEM EXAMINATIONS

To be completed by the police officer attending the autopsy
REQUEST FOR POSTMORTEM EXAMINATION

When the Coroner has asked lhe police lo arrange a postmeriem exanination of the body, the police officer
concerned should telephonae preliminary information about the death to the State Pathologists Depanment, Instilute
of Forensic Medicine, Grosvenor Road, Belfast BT12 6BS.

REPORTING DEATHS TO STATE PATHOLOGISTS DEPARTMENT
DURING OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-515 p.m. Telaphone State Pathologlst’s Daeparimant:
BELFAST (01232) 894648 {Direct Line)
or (01232) 240503 Ext. 2748/2698/2520/2559

Report cases as soon as possible. Those nolified after 10 a.m. might not be dealth with that day.
AFTER OFFICE HOURS X
Telephone the State Pathologisl’s Department at @ a.m. the fellowing morning.

AY WEEKENDS OR IF SERIOUS CRIME IS SUSPECTED AND A PATHOLOGIST 18 REQUESTED
TO ATTEND THE SCENE

Telephone the Duly inspector, F.C.1.C., at RU.C. Headquarters (Belfast 650222) for the pathologist
on duly. He knows where the pathclogist can be contacted.

ATTENDANCE AT POSTMORTEM EXAMINATION
The investigating member is required to atlend the postimorem examination for iwo main purposaes:
1. To idenlify the body to the pathologist;

2. Toturnish the pathologist with details of the deceased, the circumstances of the death and the rasults of lhe
member's own investigations. THIS QUESTIONNAIRE is designed to helip the member to collect this infor-
malion, Further information concerning the police invastigation will be found in the RUC Manual, chapter 49,
para 21. Attention is drawn to the need to:

) make & carsful Tnvestigation in the true sense of the word. This Involves more than a formal collection
of names, addresses, ages and asking someone (o explaln briefly whal happened. The police officer must
go to lhe scene; gelling informalion over the telephone is not adequate. Key wilnesses must be inter-
viewed as early as possible to obtain the maximum infermation. When relatives are distressed this is not
gasy but by using fact a praclical police officer can oblain the necessary information.

{iiy make accurate notes in tha official nolebook and take statements whenever praclicable.

FURTHER INFORMATION FOR THE PATHOLOGIST

Itthe patholoplat requlrss further informatlon, the Investigating member must obialn this promptly and telephons
it to tha pathologist at the earllest opportunity. Should further pollce enqulrles belng more light to the
tircumstances of the daath, the Investigating ber fs responsible for sealng that the pathologlst Is tofd.

AFTER THE POSTMORTEM EXAMINATION
The pathologlst wiil hand the investigating officer a form giving the preliminary results of the aulopsy. This

information must be transmitted lo the coronar at oncs, by hand or by telaphons. If there Is any delay,
the Informatlon loses its value,

P
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Please answer ALL questions whenever applicable

{. Police officar altending the autopsy:

Rank: Surnama; Forename fnitials:

Slation: Tel. No. incl $TO code: Ext.

2. Ware you lhe police officer who carried oul the enquiries inte the death? YESNO

3. I not, who carried oul the enguiries?

Rank: Surname: Forename Initials:

Stalion: Tel. No.

Has the palica officer given you full Informalion about the death? YES/NO

4. Which corener requestad the autopsy?

5. ‘Who Identified the body to you?

You mus! have the body identified to you in persen so that you can identify lo the pathologist the body on
which the Coroner has ordered an autopsy.

6. Whatls the fulf name of the deceased?

Surnama: Forenames:

The name must be accurate. Have you the coirect spalling?

7. Whatls the address of the deceased?

Tel, NO. (I 2NY) coovviinernianaossssiissnanens

8. Whalis the deceased's age? Dale of Birth:
8. Was the deceased single of married, widower of widow?
10, Any children? boys girls
How many living at home? boys giris
11, Was the deceased at school/workinglunempioyadlreliredthousakeeping?
Ring appropriately.
12, Whalis, o was, the daceased’s work?
Be as specilic as possible. (6.9. NOT civil sgrvanl)
13.  Who did the deceased live with?
Just slale relationship or landlady or male/ferale friend.
14, What kind of accommadation? (i) Private/Housing Executive/Corporalion
Ring appropriately. ‘ (i) House/Bungalow/Collage/Flal/Farmhouse

{iity Singte Storey/Two Slorey
{iv} Detached/Semi-detached/Terrace
{v) Other

The Pi

15. Ask lhe person the deceasod w
List here:

Camplainl

16. What medicine was the decea

17. Have you visited lhe deceaset

18. 'Who is the deceased's doctor

Surname:

Address:

—_——

This must be accurate bacau

19. Enquire [rom the doclor:

(i) il the deceased has ha

(i) what drugs, if any, he v

I the doctor does nol wish to give
envelope for the pathologist.
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applicable

Forename Initials:

o Ext.

Ih? YESMNO

Forename Inilials:

Tel. No.

:8/NO

fenlify to the pathologist the body on

s
No. {if any) ...
8 ol Birth:
glrls
girls
ing?

{ousing Executive/Corporation
wngalow/Coltage/FlalFarmhouse
lorey/Two Storey
diSemi-detached/Terrace
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15. Ask the parson Lha deceased was living wilh or who knaw him well about any fiinesses of complaints.
ist here:

Complaint How long ago?
Did il persist until death?

6. What madicine was the deceased taking? Obtain sample if possible. Note here:

17. Have you visited the deceased's home? YES/NO

18, Who Is the deceased's doclor?

Surname: Forename Initials:

Address:

Tel. No.

This must be accurale because the pathologist has to write lo him aboul the cause of death.

19. Enquire from the daclor:

{i) il the deceased has had any relevant flness or complaint. Note here:

(i} whal drugs, If any, he was being prescribed. Nole here:

i the doctor does not wish to give you this informatiors verbally, ask him if he will give you a nole in a seaied
snvelope for the pathologist.
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20; Who witnessed the death?

Date of Daath: Time of Death:

21, Ifnot witnessed,
who discovered the dead body?

Date: Fima:

who last éaw Iha deceased alive?

Date: Time:

what was the deceased then doing?

22, Who pronounced life extinct? Al scens/hospital’?

23. Dld you see the body at ke scene? YES/NO

24, Are lhere any visible marks on lhe body? Note hera:

25. Was rasuscilalion tried by pressing on the chest? YESMNO
26. Hava you exandined the scena? YES/NO
27. Ware any photographs taken of the scene? YES/NO

28.  From whom was informalion about the dealf oblalned. Note names only here:

1 3

2. 4.

29. Who have you yet lo interview? Nota namas only here:
1. 3.
2. 4.

30, Wera there any special difliculties in collacting this information?

N.B. Tha Information provided by the Investigating RUG officer must be reliabla and accurate. If further information
becomses available or if tha details supplled need to be amanded you must inform the pathologist at the

earliest opportunity.
Signature:

Date:

The

To H. M. Caronsr

Sumame:

Ma'den Name: .. ... ...
Ll appropnae)
Address!

Cceupation {or [ast occupation _
f catted, 1he word Retred’ Shoud be insered telare

Marilat Status: ~ Single []  Manl

Hmarnied O Witgow id. Gk Fevd E
g hushand’s raTg, 2¢dress and ocbupd

Wurder 16 years, Lok Fera ]
18 BaTers naTe, addvess ard ootupdlc

smvepmaeevs ke [
T2 POPE's rave, address a~d olougdic

Lecal Sub Divicion where cause of death ¢

Tima and Date of death: . ... S
¥ ceceated b d Chd who kv Ko 1255 1130 24 Fowrk

Ptace of death: .

Parsons witnassing the death:
Decaased's Medical Practitioner: . ..
Ledical Practitioner who altended deceas
Medical Practitionar who pronounced lfe ¢

Medical Hislory: .

Cacumstancas ralating to death:

Haxt of kin:

Investigallng Officer
tire Tra abdud e abon wil &80 e et

¥o

Sudden dealh of, Hame ..
Address

tcensider no inquest is required oa the ab
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Time of Death:

Time:

Time:

ghosplital?  Time:

s only here:

sliable and accurate. If further informalion
you must Inform the pathologist at the

The Present-Day Qffice of Coroner 47

Form 18
Royal Ulster Constabulary
Carongrs Act {Honhern iretand) 1959
Police Repert Concerning Death
To H. .M. Coroner ... . . PR .
S Date Stamp

Surname: . - R _...Other Names: . -
MadenHame: . Date o 8iah e PR DT B

i appecpraie)
Address: ... ..o

Occupation (O Last aeoupalion) _ . o e
Hrared. (he word ‘Ratrad $rond bavinserted balore tha fast ccopaten

Maritel Status:  Single []  Mamied [ ] Widowed [_] Oivorced [ (senmtscraver sppieny

Wraredorwsones texhers [ | andaue MaME c. oo
e hyshand's naTe, 3ddwess 8™ COuDaton
AOGIESS vt i momsmmmemnnion st 1 e e e e e e

Hendet 16 years ben hert m and stale
e lahers raTe, dldress ad ootupaten P OO A VA O PP
Farvepmamend tckige [ | ansae OCEURBLION | | . eoooceeee ce st woaeans e s o1 et oo i e 2o
g rOhEr'S NATE, #REB 1S 350 OOV DALEN

Local Sub Division whera cause of death occurred: e e et e s e e i e e s s b e e e

Twne and Date of death: . ... .. - G e O — SR
H Ceteatid 1l @ S W bued e less Inan 24 s T2 252 w1 CUTEIEIE) Faurl, £ s a0 pne hour, nmanites. shou'd be edded e g Agtd & howrs

Place of death:

Parsops witnessing thedeath. .. .. .. ... . . .. T OT D S—
Deceased's Medical Practioner: . ... . — - e e e e e it e e e
#edical Pracitionar who allended deceased Defore Gealhl .. ...\ ot v i s e e e e
- Medical Practiionsr who pronovnced Me eatinel: - ... . . e

Medicat Hislory: . . T o e e e e e e

Cucumstances relatinglo daalh .. ... .. . o o Ll e

Heatal kin: L _ e _
Investigaling Officer Sergeant l'e of Station Stallon

Hate Tha i@ ormaton wil 2'50 T2 (82518 1 Conrsion w h U Beihs
.................................. pease cetagn and relum e LIToT P30 13 e 30 BE0n - ro--—s st rus s mmmemtsonanne AR T TS
To - - -

- Dale O s SR
Sudden death of, Name ... . e s DO T
Address ... . e e e e

Iconsider no inquest is required on ihe above death

Corcnet for
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NOTIFICATION BY POLICE OF POST MORTEM

Deceased

Post Mortam Date

Scheduted Time

Place

The following persons should be notified of the date, time and piace of the Post Mortem.

1, Any relative of the deceased who has nolified the ceroner of his desire to ba represented al the post morem,

NO/YES (datails}

2, veceased Regular Medical Attendant

NO / YES (delalls)

3. If died in hospital, infarm hospital.

MO YES (details)

4. il deceased died of a notiliable accident or disease or any other matter requiring referratio a
Governament Inspectlor.
MO/ YES (details)

5. Any Government Department which has notitied Ceroner of its desire to be represented at the
axamination.

NO ! YES {details)

HAME RANK

QOn complation detach this form and submit with inquest papers (it applicable).
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and circumstances rela
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circumstances in which a d¢
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There is no statutory equiv
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the coroner {or to the police]
{1702) | 8alk 377, 91 ER 3
death to a registrar of deatt
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Regs 1987, reg 41(1), discus
that medical practitioners d
Brodrick Committee consid
number of instances: Brodri
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