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Mr Gary Daly
Brangam Bagnall & Co
Solicitors
Hildon House

- 30-34 Hill Street
BELFAST
BT12LB

Dear G“""‘o’ .. -

Re: Claire Roberts (deceased)

I enclose a copy of the Verdict on the Claite Roberts' Inquest. It contains an
important error which if allowed to stand will throw the case right into Mr, O'Hara's

hands.

H M Coroner states "I accept the evidence of Dr Heather Steen, Consultant
Paediatrician, that the first blood test showing a serum sodium level of 121 mmol2t
should have led to a clinical re-assessment of Claire, That blood test should have been
repeated and at the same time there should have been a reduction in fluids.” This is
incorrect as there was a reduction of fluids as the saline was reduced to 2/3 of its
value. 1 think HM Coroner meant to write ... there should have been a greater
reduction in fluids." To let this point go will create difficulty in the future T am sure
and I would be grateful if you would take this up with H M Coroner please. Dr. Steen
has been consulted and she feels it is important that we draw attention to it

Yours sincerely

(s

AP Walby FRCS Ed
Associate Medical Director

Enc,
PATRON: HRH The Dichess of Kent THE ROYAL GROUP OF HOSPITALS ANID DENTAL HOSIITAL
The Royal Victoris 14 ospital HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVIGES TRUST 'HéS
The Royd Maternity Hospital Grosvenar Road, Beltawe BT12 68A Northern Irelind
The Royzl Belfast Hospital for Sick Children Tfulv.'phonc: l)ze‘li)‘uz.; U?ﬂ;\ - crenern lrclin accre
The Dental Hospieal “lextphoue: 028 90726 1393 . Heal
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CORONERS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1959

VERDICT ON INQUEST

On an inquest taken for our Sovereign Lady the Queen, at THE OLD TOWNHALL
BUILDING, 80 VICTORIA STREET, BELFAST on THURSDAY the 4TH day of
MAY 2006, before me MR J I LECKEY, Senior Coroner for the Coroners Service
of Northern Ireland touching the death of CLAIRE MARGARET ROBERTS to
inquire how, when and where the said CLAIRE MARGARET ROBERTS came to
her death, the following matters were found:

1. Name and surname of deceased: CLAIRE MARGARET ROBERTS
2, Sex: FEMALE
3. Date of Death: 23 OCTOBER 1996
{@J 4. Place of Death: ROYAL BELFAST HOSPITAL for SICK CHILDREN
3. Usual Address:_
6. Marital Status: SINGLE

7. Date and Place of Birth: 10 JANUARY 1987 ULSTER HOSPITAL,
DUNDONALD

8. OWL - DAUGHTER OF ALAN JOHN ROBERTS

9. Maiden Surname: N/A

1. 10. Cause of Death: 1(a) CEREBRAL OEDEMA

Due to
C) ®) MENINGO~ENCEPHALITIS, HYPONATRAEMIA
DUE TO EXCESS ADH PRODUCTION AND
STATUS EPILEPTICUS

- Findings: On 21st October 1996 Claire was refertedbiihergGéncral Practitioner to
the Accident and Emergency Department of the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick
Children. She was pale and lethargic, she had vomited three times and her pupils

were reacting but she did not like light. She had a past history of moderate learning
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was decided to observe her overnight and re-agsess her in the morning. Blood test
results then availabje showed a low serum sodium of 132mmol/, Though
constituting hyponatraemia thig reading was not sufficiently low to explain her
Presenting symptoms. Blood test results at 23.30 op the 22nd October and at 03.00
on the 23rd October showed that the serum sodium level had fallen to an extremely

Was not the only underlying cause of her death, the others being meningo-
encephalitis and stang epilepticus. Fach of these three contributed, though jn
proportions that cannot be determined. | accept the evidence of Dr Heather Steen,
Consultant Paediatrician, that the first blood test showing a serum sodium level of
121 mmol/I should have led to a clinical re-assessment of Claire. That blood test
should have heen repeated and at the same time there should have been 2 reduction
(jj in fluids. However, by then it was unlikely that Claire's condition was survivable
even if prompt action had been taken. Dr Steen also stated that now the fluid
management of Claire would have been different.
Witness my hand this 4™ day of May 2006.

“Signature ~ - - ~ Senior Coroner for the Coroners Service of
Northern Ireland
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