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A FLUD given. to a -young

gl who "died following
surgery at a Londonderry

hospital i3 'no longer pre.
scribed for children recov-

ering from .operations

there,
heard. |
A consultant. . anaes-

an inguest has

thetist at Altiiagelvin Hos-

pital yesterday :told an in-
g#i_ry into the death of Ray-
chel Ferguson that the so-

~ Iution ‘she received ‘was no
- longer given o post-oper-

ative children: -

- The Inquest earlier heard -

Raychel could ‘have sur-
vived if she had been put on
a saline drlp after under-
going surgery to remove
her appendix. ..

Belfast Coroner’s . Court
heard that Rayche] contin-
ually vomited after an op-
eration at Altnagelvin Area
Hospital in dune 2001,

The child wgs then
rushed to Beifast’s Royal
Victoria Hospital after suf-
fering a selzure and
swelling to the brain, and
died on June 10. .

' The Inquest heard that
Raychel was a norral,
healthy child before com-

RF - PSNI

Inquest told
of change

in hospital

procedures

plaining of stomach pains
on her return home from St
Patrick's Primary School
in Pennyburn, Londonder-
ry, onJune 7.

Her mother then took her
to hospital from their Ben-
view Estate home In

Coshquin where her ap-
pendix was removed that
night.

Dr Bernie Trainor, a pae-
diatrician who was called
to treat Raychel after she
suffered a seizure, told the
inquest today that swur-
geons were responsiple for
prescribing fluids to chil-
dren after operatjons.

She said that when she
saw Raychel in the early
hours of June 9, she looked
“very unwell” and had 3
rash on her face, neck and
upper chest which was con-
sistent with vomiting,

Dr Trainer noted 'that
Raychel had vomited up

Fluid given
irl (9)
prescribed’

seven times following the
surgery. |

The inquest alsg heard
that the two.surgeons who
attended Raychel, includ-
ing Dr Ragal Reda Makar
who prescriped the flujds
which were administered
before and after the oper-
ation, would not be appear-
ing.

Coroner for Greater
Belfast, John Leckey, said
Dr Makar had been written

a letter and gsent a witness
summons to attend. the

hearing but he had no ex-
planation as to why he had
not attended.

The court later heard he
was on two weeks ‘leave
from another hospital
where he now works. The
other surgeon, Mx Zafar
was excused by the coroner
as he is currently sitting
eXAImMS. '

Paul Foster a barrister

acting on behalf of the Fer-
guson family, instructed by
Kelly and Corr solicitors,
expressed concern that this
could leaye 3 gap in the
evidence of the events
which led up to Raychel’s
death.

The inquest was ad-
journed until tomorrow.
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