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| The Coroner found that Raychel Ferguson died on the 10" of June 2001, death being
caused by cerebral pedema brought abou by hyponstraemia. On the 7 of June she
had complained of pain, which was revealed as appendicitis, She upderwent an
appetdectomy and gaﬂ.ﬁtp;:?&aﬁ% observations were normal, The following day she
vomited & numbér of thmes, On the 9 of June she suifered a number of tonic seizures,
She was transferred to-the Roval Hospital in Belfast where she died.

The hypﬂnamm_ia wat coused by a combinstion of -i,uadﬁquatﬁ electroiyie
replacement in the Face of post-operstive vomiting and water retention resniting from
the inappropriate secret fon of ADH.

He comimented that ¥ had been a lengthy inguest, with complex medical 1ssues.
Hyponatraemia was nat widely known sbout. Dy, Jeokins and Dr. Sumner had
described it as 2 ‘Cinderella’ amea of medicine. [t was most commen I jemale
¢hildren, and can bave ﬁmﬂmﬂﬁﬁrz resuits, including brain damage and death.

This cdse was the mpﬁ of its kind in,the lasl seven or #ight years in Worthern
fveland, it was conceriitg that the first child's death had not become more widely
knowtt of De. Campbeli {7) had sét up a working party to examine practice, and a
new protocol was now i gi'a‘ée. Dr. Suomer was of the opinion that Nerther Ireland
was riow shead of ﬂ‘thﬂl‘ mmes in thiat regard.

Mr. Leckey said he wmﬁrmﬂl}! Wﬁiing to the Chief Medical Officer nsking that the
condition be brought tothe aﬁaﬁtmn of héx countér-parts in England, Scotland and the
_ Republbic ‘of Ireland. Tociors Fulton and Nesbitt were of the opinjon the protocol
’ might need soms amendment. | ,.. '

Dr. Qurnmér Had provided & very glear and understandable report, for which the court

was-indebted. Dr, Jm]-um had 4lso besn very helpful and corcwred with Dr. Sumper.
The Coronst dlso commented that hf: Was grﬂlﬁﬁﬂ for the candowr shown by all stafl

from A]tﬂagﬂhmh whitch wes esséntial to the ingusst as it is concerned anly with the
facts. He swas sware tha‘s cirtain issucs were & matter of divergence in setounis for the
perenits. An inauést sould not resolie those issues, and the Fergusons might be lef
with questions, but they were !:at}!amd the bounds ofthis hearing.

Mr. Leckey said Ra:mhﬂ'sm wag an absahtely dreadful event, for a child to die
after a8 routine ﬁpﬁ;;a_?mg Ayds igrrible, the cause of her deterioration Was nod
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immediately apparent, though by the time she reached the Royal staff there WETS 10 no
doubf a8 1o the cause being hypoaairacmia. '

Mr. Leckey c;}mlﬁd&ﬂ his commeats by suggesting that if any lesson f:mer-g:d il was
that such medical information noeds to be disseminated to all fedical practitioners
throeghout the pmmnm, and hopefully this inquest change the previous pragtice.

He cxtended his deepest sympathy to the famnily.
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