STATEMENT OF WITNESS

STATEMENT OF: MARIE FERGUSON

Name ‘ Rank
AGE OF WITNESS (Iif over 18 enter "over 18"). OVER 18
To be | - I declare that this statement consisting of 5 pages, each signed by me is true to the
completed best of my knowledge and belief and | make it knowmg that, if it is tendered in
when the _ evidence at a preliminary enquiry or at the trial of any person, | shall be liable to .
statement - prosecution if | have ‘wilfully stated in I't anything which | know to be false or do not
has been , belleve to be true. |

written.

" -Dated this - 17TH day of . MARCH | 2002

, Jonathan Cooke -7 | M Ferguson

SIGNATURE OF MEMBER by whom | SIGNATURE OF WITNESS
Statement was recorded or received |

= On Thursday 7 June 2001 at approximately 1520 hrs my daughter ‘Raychelg

- o date of birth 04 02 1992 returned from school, St Patricks Pennyburn

| Flaychel was in good form and Just went outside to play as she normally
would She returned to the house agaln at about 1630 hrs and she was

| asklnq when the dinner would be ready as she had what she described as
hunger pains in her stomach At about 1645 hrs we sat down to dlnner and

Raychel ate as she normally would. Raychel went out to play agaln On
her return she was complalnlng that even after her dinner the pains were

stlll in her stomach Raychel was In an out a few tlmes and l told her ,

to go to the toilet so | thought that may be her problem. When’ she |

"""""""" returned she did not go to the toilet saylng that she dldnlt have to.
Agaln she contlnued to play but shortly after this she returned agam

| complammg of ‘pain and at this point | decnded she should stay in. |

would say that. at this point it was around 1746 hrs and | made her a bed
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at tne pal as a on ne l'é'a of lief | |
- bell'y" button. At around_ 1_830 hrs | saw thatRaychel was getting very
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i began to panic and try toc contact my husband
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grey apout the face
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who had not returned from work. | got Raychel into the car and | went

and collected my husband from work-and went straight to Accident and
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STATEMENT OF: MARIE FERGUSON . Continuation Page No: 2

Emerge_noy at Altnagelvin as | was extremely worried about Raychel. At
CasUalty Raymond, my husband, carried Raychel into the '“*oubicle as we were
taken right away. A doctor began to examine Raychel and he stated that

it could be a problem with her appendix and he decidedto give her some
pain relief in the form of an injeotion.' Shortly atter this injection

she began to brighten up and came back to herself. We arrived at A & E
shortly after 1300 hrs. The doctor left us with Rayohel and returned a

short time later statlng that if her pain increased then they would have

to open her up and remove the appendix even if it diad Iook healthy and

normal as this was procedure. | signed a consent form to allow the .

'ooeration to go ahead. We waited in A & E for a while until a bed was
avallable in the chlldren s ward and when she was transferred to the

ohlldren S ward she was stlll in good form. The doctor that was looking

~after Raychelin A & E said that it would be the early h-_ours of the

following morning before any operation could take place and that an

Anaesthetlst would have to examine her as well. When Raychel was settled

- in the chlldren s ward we went home in order to get her some clothes as

'-she was going to be staying. At about 2250 hours and we had only been

home about ‘lO mlnutes and the hospltal rang saylng that they needed usto

return as they were taking Raychel to theatre

| asked the nurse why

| accompanied Flaychel to

the theatre and she was Stl" in good form.

Flayc:hel was going down to theatre so early but | can't remember her
reply. | was with Raychel up until she fell asleep and she went in for
the operation. A nurse said that_Raychel would be back on the ward

————Within the hour, so at 0030 hrs on U8 UB 2007 we returned to the

Raychel did not return until' about

Children's Ward waiting on Raychel.
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all | was told was that they had no word yet. When Raychel retUrned and

were so glad to see her that we didn‘l'tfiask what the delay had been. At

| 0600 hrs | left the hospitalas Raychel had not wakened and my husband
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STATEMENT OF: MARIE FERGUSON - Continuation Page No: 3

stayed. After a phonecallt at about 0900 hrs | returned to see Raychel as
she was now awake. Raychel was in bed and'oolouring iIn and-told me that
she had been siok. At about 1200 hrs | took F{ayohel to the toilet and as

- she was about to leave the toilet she began to vomit which was in large

véluimie, she was. bright red and came out in a cold swea.t.* She- returned to'-
bed and | informed a nurse that she had been sick but the nurse said th_at
this was normal. As the day progressed she beoame sick more o_ften and at
one point she was uomitino bile on the bed and a nurse said th_at her
sto'mach wa‘sno‘w empty and she won't be sick any more. We left the

hosmtal at 1(1‘00 hrs and returned at approx 1545 hrs and Raychel appeared

listless and was not her lively self She contmually vomited and later
in the evening a doctor gave her an injection in her arm to stop her
- being sick, plus sepositories. 1iRaychel cont‘inued to vomit bile and later
on it turned to blood and again a nurse said that It was only natural.
At 'aro"und- 2130 hrs. myhusband Informed me that Raychel had. vonti'ted rnore |
blood and she V\ras complaining of a really sore head. A nurse then gave
Raychel what | was told was Paracetomol for‘paln relief. Raychel was
| bright red in the face. Then af'ter the Paracetomol she cont:nued to
throw up, but 2 While later she settled and fellasleep I believe that |

T she was v very weak At abut 0040 hrs both Raymond and | left adwsmg the

staff to ringif she woke up. At 0345 hrs Altn_agelvin phoned and said
‘that Raychel was having a seizure. Raymond went to the hospital and |
- returned shortly aﬁer him. Raychel was taken to another room by the

staff. | did not see Raychel until about 0450 hrs. In the interim a

D)\ z ald Ravmand anc nat Bavenel Wz Sldle il and when wWe

| saw her we were advised that she would be going for a Cat_ scan. She had
the 'soan and Dr McCay told us that he;_r___brain’was_ clear and that if he
could get her sodium It would' b_ebetter. | Raychel was notresponding to
| me and d’id not ev'en know that we were there- Dr McCay said that Belfast
had requested another scan and this w;as done Dr McCay sard that they
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saw a trickle of blood on the outside of her brain and that once a bed
was free Raychel would go to the Royal Victoria Hospital. In the
rneantlme she wenf to Intensive Care in Altnagelvm A doctor in 1CU with
a beard said that she was very serlously ill and that there was a lot of
pressure inside her head and- that they would operate to reduce the
f pressu‘re.‘ We were told that it would take a"week or twe \rveeks before we
) knew what was wrong.: Raychel-lay- on the bed lifeless and a n-riest
. anointed her. Raychel was taken to the Reya! Victoria Hospital but she
_did not getany better When we got to the Royal it was about half an
- hour Iater, When a doctor sald that her brain has swollen to such an
“extent that there was little they could do and 'that she was on a life
SUpport maehine and getting medi'cationl te try to reduce the size of the
braln and that they had to keep the machme on for a.certam perlod of
, tlme by law and then check Haychel the next day before they could '
swrtch it off. On Sundav 10 06 01 a docter advrsed that Raychel was
brain dead and that with my permission they would switch the qmachme_ off.
| asked if it could be kept on a while longer but the doctor said that

there Was no pornt and both my husband and | agreed a few hours later

that it should be swrtched off
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