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At the time of Adam Strain’s operation in 1995 I was a Consultant Paediatric Surgeon for the
Royal Group of Hospitals and for the Ulster Hospital as well. My qualifications at the time
were MBFRCS and a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons. I was appointed as a
Consultant in 1978, so at the time I would have had 17 years of experience. 1 was
experienced as a general paediatric surgeon with certain exceptions, I did not have experience
of neuro surgery, ear, nose and throat surgery, operations involving the heart and bones.
There were other surgeons who looked after these areas. In 1995 I had not personally been
involved in a transplant operation and have been involved in very few since. My role in
Adam’s operation was as assistant surgeon to Mr Keane, as an assistant I would really act as a
second pair of hands. The reason that [ assisted Mr Keane in the operation and not a more
junior doctor, which would have been entirely acceptable, was because I knew Adam and had
operated on him in the past. I did not have any discussion regarding Adam’s fluid

management before the operation, this would not have been in my remit. I do not recall any
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discussion at the start of the operation regarding electrolyte tests or results. That was not my
role during the operation, that role would fall to the nephrologist before the operation or the
anaesthetist during the operation. I do not remember if there was an anaesthetic nurse present
during the operation. The decision as to where the kidney was transplanted into Adam was
made by Mr Keane, I do not recall any discussion regafding the placing of the kidney into
Adam with Mr Keane. The operation was technically difficult because of previous operations
that Adam had undergone, ie the amount of scar tissue that had built up. As a consequence of
these difficulties the operation took longer than it would have taken to perform on a child who
had not undergone the previous operations. It is my recollection that at the time I was
satisfied that the operation was a success. The kidney was a good colour, from what [ can
remember the kidney turned pink in colour when it was transplanted and the blood was put
through it. As far as I can remember the kidney remained pink in colour, I remember nothing
to the contrary. During the operation I have no memory of any concerns regarding Adam’s
situation. [ do not recall any test being carried out at 9.30hours that showed a low sodium
level. In my opinion there are two things that surgeons and anaesthetists communicate about
and these are blood loss and blood colour. Surgeons would not have been consulted or
informed of a biochemical test. Neither blood loss nor blood colour were an issue in Adam’s
operation. I have no recollection of any discussions between the surgeons and the
anaesthetists regarding fluid to help the kidney perfuse. I have no recollection whether both
anaesthetists were there throughout the whole operation or whether any or either of them left
at any stage. Surgeons would not leave the operating theatre and both Mr Keane and myself
were present throughout the operation, however, thought I do not recall, I note from Mr
Keane’s statement that he left the theatre when the operation was technically over leaving
myself to sew up the wound. I notice that my recollection at the time was that urine was not
produced and Mr Keane has stated that urine was produced. I cannot explain this small
discrepancy, I may be wrong about the urine. Though as far as I recall no urine was

produced. It would appear to be the case that Mr Keane left myself to sew up the wound, I do
SIGNATURE OF WITNESS: STEPHEN BROWN

Co4 NQSTWO061CT LC028834 Printed on: 8 April, 2008 17:03  Page 2 of 3

HYPONATREMI
RESTRICTED

A - ADAM
STRAIN
AS - PSNI 093-039-007




RESTRICTED

TYPING PRINT
STATEMENT CONTINUATION PAGE

Statement of: STEPHEN BROWN Statement number: S27

not have any recollection of the end of the operation or the anaesthetist trying to bring Adam
round. I continued on with my day’s work, I remember receiving messages stating that Adam
was not well. A decision to measure or not to measure urine production during the operation
would be a matter for the anaesthetists. I would stated that the operation did take a little
longer than expected, however, apart from the excess scar tissue there were no other
difficulties. I do not recall any crisis occurring during the operation, I do not recall when I
left the operating theatre that anything had gone wrong. I do not recall any discussions during
the operation regarding the Central Venous Pressure. 1 have no recollection of being
informed of Adam’s sodium level after a test at 9.32hours. It was not until the Inquest that I
realised that Adam had been so ill so quickly after the operation. I had only been aware that

there was a problem with his electrolytes.
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