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STATEMENT OF WITNESS

STATEMENT OF: BRIAN FRANCIS McLAUGHLIN
| Name - Rank

AGE OF WITNESS (ifover 18 enter “over 18”:  3.7.55

Tobe completed | declare that this statement consisting of 3 pages, each signed by me is true to the best of my
when the statement  knowledge and belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence at a preliminary
has been written enquiry or at the trial of any person, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have wilfully stated in it

anything which | know to be false or do not believe to be true.

Dated this 2 day of . MAY 2006
William R Cross Brian McLaughlin

SIGNATURE OF MEMBER by whom |
statement was recorded or received SIGNATURE OF WITNESS

l WILLIAMR CROSS, DI$ERGEANT___
- PRINT NAME IN CAPS

| am presently Medical Technical Officer 5, which is Chief of Medical Technical

Officer in the Anaesthetics, Theatres and Intensive Care Directorate at the Royal
Hospitals, Belfast. In 1995 | assisted Mr Jim Wilson in the inspection of equipment.
At that time | was Medical Technical Officer 4, in charge of the MTOs for Cardiac,

Surgical, Intensive Care and Theatres. Dr Murnaghan requested Mr Wilson to
examine the procedures and functions of the anaesthetic based equipment, the

anaesthetic, temperature control and monitoring equipment in an RBHSC theatre. |
accompanied Mr Wilson in conducting this examination. | recall that we came in on
‘a Saturday and spent from 9.00 am to 11.30 am. The examination was conducted
on a Saturday because there is a low usage of theatre on a Saturday. It was 2“"
December 1 995. | prepared with Mr Wilson a report on our examination. | have
been shown a copy of this report by D/Sergeant Cross today,f marked WRC70. This
was signed by Mr Wilson and | concur with the content of that report. | can explain

the following In response to questions by Detective Sergeant Cross. The Lamtec
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Anaesthetic machine delivers anaesthetic gases. The gases are usually oxygen

(02) and nitrous oxide (N20), but medical air and carbon dioxide (C02) can also be
delivered. The Nuffield Ventilator delivers the volume and the rates of breath to the
patient. The Siemens Patient Monitor is a multi-parameter monitor for measuring
patient physiology. This allows measurement of electro-cardiogram (ECG),

temperature, arterial blood pressure (ABP), and central venous pressure (CVP). The

that was present on 2" December 1995 in the theatre was functioning within
specification. However, we also highlighted that another Siemens monitor was out
for repair in relation a new display screen. | would state that | did not know the
reason for our examination of the equipment related to an operation on 27"

November 1995 and therefore | cannot say with certainty that the Siemens Monitor

which we examined was actually the monitor used on 27" November 1995 in an

operation on Adam Strain. These monitors are not easily moved and are not

routinely replaced unless they are defective. Therefore | would say from my
experience it is very likely the monitor which we examined on 2™ December 1995
was the monitor used in theatre on 27" November 1995 unless records show that a

monitor was removed from theatre RBHSC after 27" November 1995 and before 2™
December 1995. | can state that the monitor alarms can be set by the

manufacturers defauit, or by department defaults or changed manually by the
operator. | cannot state which of these alarm settings was in use during the relevant
operation. There are a range of possible alarms which are auditory and visual. The

alarms may include disconnect alarms. high and low limit alarms and life threatening
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alarms. The Datex monitor measured End Tidal Carbon dioxide and oxygen. Our
examination found the machine to operate within specification. We found that
should the pipeline gases have failed, backup cylinders would have been used and

they operated correctly. However we were able with some difﬁculty to interfere with

the pin system and cause a gas mismatch. This was a very remote possibility and
should it have happened the monitors operated correctly and warned of the gas

mismatch, showing an increase of carbon dioxide and a decrease in fraction of

Inspired oxygen (Fi 02).

Certified to be a true Copy of & _riginal signed document.
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