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The Belfast Telegraph
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Rkt i
abxlmes I a.m sansﬁed thaa
mt Wtb . there was some incidence of
'seizure activity .in _the
. courge: of, the -afternoop,”
" the COEOMI' Sa}d‘ P
e However, f.here ‘was nQ,
- evidencey, Mr, Leckey” ‘said,
for himitbuiginchide that!
, staff had seen, the a.ftcmoon

" hypoxia, ia; '
eizyr infaye With" me family Mr Lecke
dﬁre‘l&;matgngau ‘ mw a.s . said: "Ittag, cena_mbr wmﬁ

06+ ' questigns raised..may: not'
»and , havebeen.answered fally. - .

CM - Coroner 087-143-485




FILE No.018 10.06.°04 15:59
BBC NEWS | Northern Ireland | Seizures ot witnessed

News Front Page
World

UK

England
Northern Itveland
Scotland

Wales

Business

Politlcs

Health

Education
Science/Nature
( Technology
Entertainment

‘ Have Your Say
i Magazine
In Plctures

Week at a Glance
Country Prafiles
In Pepth
Programmes

s

 CIGI® WEHTHER

hics version | Change edition

PAGE

rage LUl 4

ID:COURT SERVICE INFO.CNTRE me:_

Home TV Radio Talk Where?Llive A-ZIndex ]

About BBC New!

Bm NEWS UK EOLTION

Last Updated: Wednesday, 9 June, 2004, 12:18 GMT 13:11 UK
B E-mail this to a friend & erintable version
Seizures 'not witnessed’
There is ho evidence that o
hospital staff witnessed a
disabled County Armagh
boy having a series of
epileptic seizures in the
hours before he fell into a
coma, a coroner has said.

WATCH ANP LI!

BBC NI's Will L
"In his judgemer
Leckey said he w
evidence of thre:
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John Leckey, Corener for
Greater Belfast, said he

fhe boy was initially taken to Ca!gaon
believed that on the balance of Area Hospital

probabilities 15-year-old Conor Mitchell suffered a number of
seizures before a fit that proved to be fatal.

TOP UK STORIE
British voters h
Face surgery re
Report critical ¢
Asda moves fo

Conor, a cerebral palsy victim from Lurgan, County Armagh,
died in the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children last May
four days after being admitted to Craigavon Area Hospital,

His family have claimed he experienced between 10 and 12
violent episodes in the afternaon of his admissjon to
Craigavon and they pleaded for nurses to get medical heip.

Mr Leckey, presented his findings on Wednesday, the

“seventh day of the inquest.

He said he had attached due weight to the evidence of three
paediatric experts whose view was that the parents of
disabled children have considerable information which is of
help to medical staff.

gut he said there was "na ¢& T am not sure that all the

evidence" to enable him to
conclude that any member of
the medical or nursing staff
witnessed the seizures "each

questions asked have been
answered fully but T don‘t
think Jt's possible that all the
questians asked could be
answered fully

of twa to three minutes’ LY
duration and of increasing
severity and frequency, the
increasingly vivid intermittent rash or the choking noises
described by members of the family.”

~ AR

John Leckey

Mr Leckey said that he hoped his investigation had been
rigorous and thorough.

He added: "Having said that T am not sure that all the
questions asked have been answered fully but T don't think
it's possible that all the questions asked could be answered
fully."
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'Contributory factor'

Extending his sympathy to the family, the coroner said: "He
was a much loved boy, son and grandson.”

He added: "I am satisfied that the Mitchell family did know
Canor intimately and were in a very special position so far as
interpreting his body movements and bearing in mind the
medical conditions from which he suffered his body
mavements would tend to be different from a child not
disabled."

Mr Leckey concluded that the teenager had died of brain-
stem failyre caused by a cerebral oedema,

The seizures had been a contributory factor in the swelling
which led to brain death.

Mr Leckey said there was no evidence of any viral infection
contributing to his death and he concluded that fluid
management at Craigavon Area Hospital had been
acceptable.

Conor's family have said he lapsed into a coma after
suffering the second of two epileptic seizures in the presence
of a paediatric registrar.

Tests at the Royal confirmed that Conor was brain dead and
the family agreed to his support systems being switched off.
He died on 12 May, 2003.
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Inquest told -
of disabled
boy’s death

g DISABLED boy, who died
of brain stem tailure, had
' wsuffered® a series of
sejzures while under the,care of
‘hospital staff, a-Belfast inquest
as told yesterday:

. Conor. Mitchell ,(18) {rom
' Lurgan; Ca Armégh; died in the
| Royal Belfast Hospitd) for Sick
‘Children last May, after being
trapsferred” from Cralgavon
Area Hospital.

Or Edward Sumney, who was
- commissioned by | Belfast
Coraner John Leckey to examine
the case, said after héaring evi-
dence given by medical and nurs-
ing witnesses e had not changed
his ariginal conclusions.

The London:based consultant
paediatric anagsthetist had
reported that *og the palance of
probabilitiés” Conor had major
seizures in the afternoon he was

~admitted to Crajgavon, -

“l tried to make my report

. objective, It was in no way to

throw blame in any direction,"
Dr Sumner sald.

*The evidence | have heard
from the Craigavon medical and
nursing staff hasn't made any
difference to. my oplnion that
what was happeningiduring the
afternogn was seizureactivity.”

He'echioed the views ‘given by
two specialists fromthe Royal
that Conor, who was born with
cerebra] palsy, would have been
better off being treated in a
paediatric ward Instead of the
medical admissions unit,

“Ithink it was regrertable that
Conor wasn't' nyrsed in a paed|-

atric environment as Ne was
sma)l for his age, weighing only
22kg,” he said, KR

“( think that-people traingd in
paediatrics have a higher fndex
of suspicion for'what, might be
seizure activity, " he said, © | ..

The boy’s family have been
cvitical of the treatmeént., ‘hie
received after hejng admitted to
Cralgavon on Mgay 8 2003

They clalm ' he suffered
petween 10 and 12 violent epllep-
tie seizures in the hours before
he finally lost consciouspess,

Conor lapsed into a coma after |
suffering the' second af two-

epileptic seizyres in the pres-
ence of a paediatricregistrar.,
Tests at the Rayal gonfirmed
that Conor was brain dead and
the family agreed to his support

:systems being switched off,

He died on May 12 2003.

Dr Michael Smith, a consultant
paediatrician based at Craig-
avon, told the Inquest yesterday
that the treatment Conor had
received would have been
no different .if he had heen
admitted to the paediatric unit.

Dr Smith said he was satigfied
that Conor had recejved appro-

priate treatment in the medical;

admissions ynit . - :
“Based on the clinjcal situa-

"tion and the information [ had,

the care would not have been
different,” he said, .

Dr Marion Willlams, the paedi-
atric registrar who examined
Conor, sajd she was satisfled
that he had been properly
cared for, '

¢ o e iy
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Seizures in hospital klIIed disabled boy - inquest

\ DISARLED hoy who died of brgin LY. . The hoy’s famjly haye heen critical DrMmha&lme&quh«an
egfx fadlure mdogxwxﬁered 8 56ries 0f s By g AHY“ KEL| o qﬂh%trbatmmb He recerved gffenbe.  diatrician C‘*‘a‘g‘g‘mt‘?ﬁi
eizures while under the care of hog- mgd hid oﬁg;nal concliglons, - P8 admittedto CrafgavonanMay8, - inquest: yasterdaw 431t ‘the hﬁ;/ '
ital staff, a Belfast inquest was told Dr Swimer had reported tha 2008 They claim lie suffered between  ment Canor had recejved would

N ‘;'-x.:-‘b Vg1 Ty

10 andd 2vjelent-epllepticselzuresin - jheen ng different if he had been ad-

esterday. b&l&ncg tie8" Coror ; Lo

chell from 3 AN WMWMWMMC@W mifﬁtedwvwe-pae BrC AR,
ufé’ﬁ’&%oyw Eeilsfast Ho&rﬁ o »w or Beiavirey i the dltembon” noss, Monariapseddntomeamaatter - /Dr MarionWillidmg, the aedx
uck Cnildren 15t M. ag adwitted to. Craigavon, ., . suffering the secandiof two epilephic - atric registrar who: exammed:
ransférred ffomt - Cr‘ggavon A.rea He echogd the views given by twa . geizuresinthe presence of a paedl- - gaid she was:satixfied ‘that he had
[ogpital, : speci from the Royalthat.Conor, - atroreglstrar, beenpmperky cared for' °
Dr.Edward Suraner, who Was com. - hornyedth cerebry) palsy, wouldbave - Tests atithe Rayal confrmed Conm' “I remember thinking at the thme
sigsioned 10 examine the case, said  peen befter off heing treated in.a pae- Was bramﬂead ‘and 'the farally & that he was receiving appropxi?te
fter hearing: -evidence given bymﬁd diatric ward instead of the medical 5\3 port Aystemsheing; hed ‘ mana}gemen’c everything: was bt ng
tal ? “nursing witnesses, he had not  admjsstons unit. oﬁ He ed on May 13, 2003, done.” -
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Inquest into NI boy's death H @ Officials m
2 lﬁ? Irish Leavi

A disabled boy, who died of brain stem fallure, had suffered a series of @ @ Minsterse
ceizures while under the care of hospital staff, a Belfast inquest was told @ @ uprosow
today. o 09:16 @ Crackdowr
By.Pregs Association 09:15 B Man injure

‘ o 09:12 @ Govtclaim

( @@ VIDEO ug COMMENTS ﬁ@ HOT TOPIC ﬁﬁ RELATED STORIES 09:03 @ £3bspent
‘ 08:59 @ Reagan bo
Conor Mitchell, 15, from Lurgan, Co Armagh, died in the Royal Belfast Z:SZ g Cork firear
Hospital for Sick Children last May, after being transferred from 135 ® Rowputs |
Craigavon Area Hospital, 08:33 ‘g Blalr pays
08:30 New plans

Dr Edward Sumner, who was commissioned by Relfast Coroner John 08:27 @ Famine shi
Leckey to examine the case, said after hearing evidence given by @ @ trishbusd
medlcal‘ and nursing witnesses he had not changed his original @ @ inquestinl
conclusions. © (B Ples over !
o . @& ® sloody Su

The London-based Consultant Paediatric Anaesthetist had reported that s @ A )
"on the balance of probabilities” Conor had major seizures in the g’ W Ahern deff
afternoon he was admitted to Craigavon. M @ Jovs boost
@ @ Pair cleare

He told the inquest: "I tried to make my report objective. It was in no P B ram safet
way to throw blame in any direction. ¥ @ Synanrefi
¢ & @ A8 oranct
"‘The evidence I have heard from the Craigavon medical and nursing 8§ Greenscal

staff hasn 't made any difference to my opinion that what was
happening during the afternoon was seizure activity,” UTV NEWS ON

He achoed the views given by two specialists from the Royal that Conor, Watc!
who was born with cerebral palsy, would have been better off being news
treated in a paediatric ward instead of the medical admissions unit.

"I think it was regrettable that Conor wasn 't nursed in a paediatric

environment as he was s | for his age, weighing only 22kg," e told -

th:l'ro et was smal Is age, ghing only 22kg," h d If you have a broad

inquest, . UTV Clickstiver,
qualll

He added: "I think that 4people trained in paediatrics have a higher index
of suspicion for what might be seizure activity."

The boy s family have been critical of the treatment he received after
Click below to brows

being admitted to Craigavon on May 8, 2003.
online sti
They claim he suffered between 10 and 12 violent epileptic seizures in [E5ES

the hours before he finally lost consciousness.
SEARCH ARCHI

: Conor lapsed into a coma after suffering the second of two epileptic
/

Amim AN
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seizures in the presence of a paediatric registrar.

Tests at the Royal confirmed that Conor was brain dead and the family
agreed to his support systems being switched off. He died on May 12, [Ehot
2003. Enter a keyword

NEeWSroom ¢

Dr Michael Smith, a Consultant Paediatrician based at Craigavon, told
Hhe inquest today that the treatment Conor had received would have Click below to bra
been no different if he had been admitted to the paediatric unit, news, sport and e

Or Smith said he was satisfied that Conor had recejved appropriate
treatment in the medical admissions unit
"Based on the clinical situation and the information [ had, the care

would not have been different," he salid.

Dr Marion Williams, the paediatric registrar who examined Conor, sald
she was satisfied that he had been properly cared far.

"I remember thinking at the time that he was receiving appropriate
management, everything was being done."

;mt g-mail this story to a friend

post your comment &

|
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© By GaryKally O R SRR ‘

. PANews: “smother and grandmother -
o ieritfcal of the'treatment; he
raigavon.. e
¢ fiered between 10 and
before hewds seeniby
¢y pleaded with staff
A L el

DISABLED boy who died after suffer- »

ing:two majar epileptie sejzurgs:and
Japsirig into a ecomd, would have:been: :

‘better ofl being tréated i a:children's ward, . i

4 Belfastinguest.was tald yeéstérday. -

© Gonor- Mitehell2(15). from Lupgan; Lo

Armagh; who suffered {r e cerebspal palgy, &

- died-in tHe-Royal Beltast:Hyspital {orSick

Childrentin May Jast'ye ur days ‘afterie ¥

. belng admittedito CraigavoniArea Hospital:

Thie inquest hedrdthat the. paedi

aigavon have fold the
t witness any major

Gy e
g-'cafoner for -

. at‘Cralgavon'had:refuged to'acceptiConar!
‘because: Ne-was: tod wldiso hie was taken 1o
the medicatagmissionguatst oo ber vio. tant, wil
CBytrarnredical iexpert:. om théRoyals itrapsieried: R
claimed it wolld Have been ‘preferaple if. wouldshave he ] ; uddy=#kho examined
- \Gonon, ‘whowas-fhie size and weight ‘of 3 by a child speclalist at oo -teenager in Craighyon A&E heforgilie. was
seven-year-ofdichild:had been nursedn-de - 8her i k’ ‘ s ~ transterred to- thé Medical Admissions Wnit,
paediatricenvirorimeng: - Lot R ¢ ; dshe had contacted the paediatrics ward
J\br:Elaine Hicks, anconsultant paediatvie ; ; : ‘dquest hebetaken there. ~.o. 0 o7
: n‘emo‘logisopsa'\d-th-ah-\‘shmWOuld':‘nd-x:mal.lyn reen helpful ave their opinion.”” ' BYt she was-told that-he-could not-be
Jook after patients untitthiey have veached ©+ T eiingoesthias: beensitold that ‘herwds -accepted because of hisage, ..~ - "
theage o6, v v e .. rseéiiPyd cangultantp rici . "bspentisome time discussing this with
She-said; "It is-extraerdinarily difficuit.to- 8pm en May-8 2003 more han nine:hours: ' the paediatric téam and-also the bed:man-
copé with chlldven of this age group and | - after-being-admitted to. Craigavon, .- -~ - .gger;Tsshe added . et W
‘think ft's p'a‘r(i'cularly difficult when adminig- - ! While:the. gonsujtant wasexayining himy . Asked M she had. ‘mentioned . Gonor's
frativé guidélines:cut across what ane might he suffered twomajar sejzures andifell int weight and general sizg, she eplied;."Yes |
fee| might.have been‘therideal. -~ ' i a'state ot uncoiisciousness from whieh " U e

T%]
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By GARY KELLY

Unlt consndered

‘ 'mawxmmwi‘t'w‘ nelp
owevey, staff

the e VonhfWebdld

major geigures,

She zald: “It 5 extraor

' difficult
m@orpewithchﬂdmnot%dgem »

and I'think it'5 pRrtieulanty
8 cut Across

what have
one might feel nuight been the

“‘Ithmkwktha&nau,th,sevmhydi&
ahled l&mold, 'We.are more geared

Ntheadult

tweofmm than many
Dy Janice -
y mBothwen, & paediatric con-

i Canar alter Le

was transferred to to the Rayal, sald she
thougiltxtwauldhavemfhelpnxl ifhe
bad been seen  chlldspecialist at

Ehesald “IWnktha::p&a&a&rimm
with cereboral p e

beenh wimd thmkxtwould
sthasbemmldhhatmar

W‘mm y & consultant paediatriciay
around 8pm qn May.8. 2008, more than

are more used ta
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Dr Bugie
teenager in Budd, von .
the i

WWW had can|

Dﬂedmncsw&rdbomuesthebettzﬁﬁ _

en-there,

. But she W told that he colld not be: |
'acceptedbweothigage' .

“I spent. same ﬁmed!scu thmwmx
the pnedmma team and’ also the bed
manager,” she added.

Asked if she'had mentioned Conors
Weightaudammsize shereplied“Ye:.

'Yhe hearing continues. .
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| A FIFTEEN-year-old boy with
: cerebral palsy had been re-
‘ceiving appropriate treat-
! ment at . Craigavon Ared

" Hospital as he suffered twd,

serious seizures, a paediatri-
- clan told an inquest today.
The inquest heard that after
suffering the seizures Lurgan
teenager Conor  Mitchell
lapsed into uncopsciousness
and was transferred to the
ihtensive care unit. .
He was later taken to the

R_,?:ykal Victoria Hespital for
St

Childrer where.he died
i four days later on May 12 last

Conoi's farpilyie
had suffered 10-1¢
tween the time of h
sion at Cmu;mp;,}

10 seeConoro

the evening ‘of his ‘admission
to Craigavon to ‘jee 'if there
was any further treatfent he
should be receiving However,

=
@
e
3
8.
=]
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Doctor tells

inquest of
seeing

seizures

she said that the call had not
been urgent. .

Dr ‘Williams said that al-
though she saw two seizures
she had not witnessed the vi-
olent body movement which

Conor's mother had de-
1 scribed.
She said Canor suffered two

A% stiffening episades. - the first,
% was very brief and lasted a few

seconds, on the second oc-
casion he stiffened again for

.ahout ten seconds but did not

recover.
Dr Williams also sajd the

3 family had not mentioned
% that Conor had been having

seizures when she spoke to

them,
Y remember thinking at the
time that he was receiving

afy gox'matzmaq%n“ entand
'eggi*ymmg was" Being done

that could ke done."

Consultant  paediatrician
Michael Smith said thatwhen
a person suffered a chronic
condition in childhood:it was
desirable for paediatric care
to continue on unti}l eayly
adulthood.

Hovigver; in this case,
Copor Bad net been under
paediatyic care for g numper
of years and it %pnld have
been no advantagé’to him to
have been adxgined 10 & phe-
diatric ward at Craigavon.

“Agked by Robert Millar,
barrister for Criagavon Area
haospital, if Conor would have
received. any different treat-
ment {1 the paediatric ward,
Dr Smith replied; "Based on
the clinical situation and with
the information 1 bad, the
care would net have been dif-
ferent” .

The medical expert said
that-the canse of death had
been cerebral odema-but he
did. nat know if the cause of
this condition would be de-
termined.

087-143-494
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8 NEWS
Skipper
is fined
over
collision

By Jonathan McCambridge
CRIME CORRESPONDE_NT

A KIRCUBBEN fishing boat
skipper who sank 2 clam
dredger because he claimed
he s blinded by a low sun
ha. _een fined in court, it
emerged today.

Phillip McMullan of
Round Island Park, Sanc-
tuary Cove, Kircubben, ad-
mitted negligence over the
collision’ between his_fish-
ing boat Aspire and the
clam dredger Mariscos, off
Burial Island.

Two fishermen aboard

. fhe Mariscos had to be res-
cued following the collision
north of Portavogie on De-
cember 18, 2002.

The Maritime Accident
and Investigation Board
launched a probe into the
incident and McMullan ap-
peared at Newtownards
Magistrates Court this week
to face six charges of neg-
ligence by failing to use ap-
propriate means to stop and

of failing to maintain a
\ _gout resulting in a col-
lision.

Six of the charges were
dropped after he pleaded
guilty to failing to ascertain
that risk of collision existed.
He was fined £500 and or-
dered to pay £500 costs.

McMullan told the court
that the low winter sun had
affected his ability to see the
Mariscos and claimed his
radar picture had become
confused by echoes.

The Aspire was returning
to Portavogie when it struck
the Mariscos in December
2002,

“The Mariscos immediate-
ly capsized, momentarily
{rapping two crewmen in
the upturned wheelhouse.
They both managed to
swimn free and floated to the
surface.

McMullan was not avail-
able for comment today.

reje
seizures
finding

Inquest told boy (15)

By Gary Kelly 7

A DOCTOR has rejected the
opinion of a leading con-
sultant paediatrician who
found that a disabled boy

suffered a series of major.

seizures before lapsing into
a coma.

Dr Andrew Murdock told
a Belfast inquest he did not
accept that 15-year-old
Conor Mitchell had a num-
ber of epileptic attacks in
the hours before he fell into
unconsciousness.

Conor, from Lurgan, Co
Armagh, who suffered from
cerebral palsy, died in the
Royal Belfast Hospital for
Sick Children in May last
year, four days after being
admitted to Craigavon Area
Hospital.

His family claim that he
suffered between 10 and 12
seizures between the time
of his admission and 8pm
and that they had urged
nurses to get medical help.

Dr Murdock, a medical

registrar based in
Craigavon, said he had
found no evidence of

seizures after examining
the stricken boy at 6.30pm
on the day of his admis-
sion.

Two hours later, while he
was being examined by
Consultant  Paediatrician

lapsed into a coma

Dr Marion Williams, Conor
suffered the second of two
major seizures and lapsed
into a coma. He never re-
covered consciousness and
died in the Royal on May 12,
2003.

Dr Murdock told the in-
quest: “Ididn’t see anything
in my examination that sug-
gests to me that there was
Grand Mal seizures occur-
ring. When there was 2

seizure diagnosed  at
8.20pm, treatment was in-
stantly instigated””

Tommy McKillop, a bar-
rister for the Mitchell fam-
ily, said that Dr Edward
Sumner, a Consultant Pae-
diatric Anaesthetist, con-
cluded that “on the balance

of probabilities” Conor suf-.

fered seizures during the af-
ternoon.

Disagreeing  with the
findings, Dr Murdock said
he trusted the profession-
alism of the medical staff in
the Medical Admissions

Unit, who had not wit- .

nessed violent seizures.
The doctor told the in-
quest that after Conor’s

death, he spoke to a number 1

of senior colleagues to see if
he could have missed any-
thing during his examina-
tion.

“Their conclusion was

- that my management had

been appropriate. As to the
cause of death, there were a
lot of theories such as a
sudden epileptic attack
which can cause sudden
death.

“When the post mortem
report came back Iwas hop-
ing that there would be a
conclusive answer, he
added.

Earlier, Staff Nurse Bar-
bara Wilkinson confirmed
the family had been very
anxious to speak to a doctor

“about their concerns that

Conor was suffering from
spasms and had a rash.

The nurse, who was pre-
sent when Dr Murdock car-
ried out the 6.30pm
examination, said: “Thad no
problem with Dr Murdock’s
attitude or the way he ex-
amined Conor.”

The inquest was ad-
journed.
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Inquest into boy's death

A doctor was out of his depth as he tried to cope with a disabled @ @ Cork man:
teenage boy who fell unconscious at a hospital in Northern Ireland, an @ [ New Virgin
inquest heard today. 16:47 (Rl Sinn Fein ¢
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Ms Joanna Mitchell, from Lurgan, Co Armagh broke down as she
revealed she had urged nurses to get medical help for son Conor, who
suffered from cerebral palsy.

At one stage she claimed Dr Andrew Murdock fumbled during the 13:23 [l Student bz
emergency at Craigavon Area Hospital a year ago. 12:58 Kl Adams hits

' 12:54 {{l Investmen
She also accused Dr Murdock, the medical registrar, of lying when he 12:35 (0 Legal bid ¢
claimed he did not witness her son's symptoms before he lapsed into a 11:26 Gl Raffarin be
coma.

11:24 {8l NI man ple

Conor, 15, died on March 12, 2003, three days after being transferred to 11:18 @ Property d

the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children. 11:16 1l Final day f
11:06 (&} Irish alrline

Giving evidence on the first day of the inquest at Belfast Coroner’s 10:28 @ Child Abus
Court, Ms Mitchell said her son began to develop seizures after being 09:50 Kl Loyalists 'v
admitted to Craigavon on March 8. 09:13 [ Irish penal

*He went completely stiff and his body corkscrewed. Each seizure UTV NEWS ON

lasted at least two to three minutes. He suffered 10 to 12 seizures
between the time of his admission and 8pm,” " she told the inquest. Watct

news

The court was told that Dr Murdock was called to see the stricken
teenager at around 6.30pm.

" Dr Murdock was definitely there fumbling about while Conor was in If vou have a broad
seizure. Dr Murdock had been there for quite a few of Conor’s seizures. ‘{m, Clicksilver,
He just hadn't diagnosed it,” ' she said. qualit

‘He was out of his depth. He told me Conor wasn't breathmg properly.
He told me Conor was missing heartbeats.

"1 asked for Conor to be moved to the Royal and I said would Click below to brows
somebody who knows what they are doing please come and see my —

son,’ " she added.

Robert Millar, a barrister representing Craigavon Area Hospital said Dr SEARCH ARCH]I
Murdock had denied seeing Conor suffering any seizures.

[

file:/C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\imaxw01\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20... 25/05/2004

CM - Coroner 087-143-496




utv o Page 2 of 3

i

Ms Mitchell said she became concerned when her son’s face became [

puffy and he developed a rash. She said she kept calling for help. - *C;];‘

' “For hours I tried to get help. For hours I watched that. Enter a keyword
newsroom s

The court heard that Dr Murdock was called after Conor had suffered a

very bad seizure. Click below to bro
news, sport and e

"1 could see his heart pounding in his chest and he had blood trickling
down the side of his mouth. His rash had gone to his arms and chest.

Mr Millar said Dr Murdock had denied seeing a rash.

But she accused the doctor of lying: " *Dr Murdock said he wasn't
worried about the rash because it keeps going away. '

Mr Millar added Dr Murdock would give evidence saying he didn"t see
any discharge of brown liquid coming out of his mouth.

Ms Mitchell said: ' "He's lying. He"s lying. He tried to examine Conor’s
throat when he was having a seizure and he said he was unco-
operative,

' “He wasn 't unco-operative. He was having a seizure and at this stage
he was very very ill."’

The court heard that Dr Murdock carried out a full physical examination
.of Conor when he was admitted to the ward around 1pm.

He then saw him again five and a half hours later being called by a staff
nurse. ,

Mrs Mitchell said: ' There was five and a half hours that I called for
help. My son was getting worse.

' 1 kept getting told Conor was OK, to stop panicking.‘ ’

**I am not making this horror story up. This is what happened to my
son. This is what happened to me. This is what is happening every
day,’  she told the court.

" "I was seeing my son getting worse and worse and worse and I had a

doctor telling me he wasn't. I couldn™t have requested any more
strongly for a more senior doctor,’ * she added.
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palsy

By Marls Foy

AN‘inquest opened in’
iBelfasttoday into the .
rdeakhsint hospitalof g
15-year-old youth
who suffered from
icerebral.palsy” = -

' Cogor Mitchell
from Frap Park,
-Lurgan: died- ay the-
Royal Belfast Hdspi-: .
tal for Sick Children
am May 12 last year.
"HE'had earlier Deen
transferred from
Craigavon Avea Hos-
pital,

Joanna  Mitchell
said in a statement to
the coroner’s court
that her son had been
extremely intelligent,
had  passed  the
11-plus  with an
grade and loved
speed sports,

The court heard
that on April 28 last
year Conor had com-
plained about a sore
throat. He was pre-
scribed two courses
of antibiotic for a vi-

Inquest
told of ~
hospital
treatment
ral infection but his
mother said:.t
seemed to make him
sick.
May 8

soncerned that he

- waswt gewting any

better and a dogtor
suggested Conor
should go inte hos-
pital for ohservation.
He was taken to the
A&E department at
Craigavon Area Hos-
jtal where he had
glood-tesms and a drip
was inserted.

Mrs Mitchell said
she thought the drip
was emnptying quickly
and er mother
thought Conovr’s face
was _ swollen and

puffy.

on Ms...
Mitchell sald she was:

‘Mitchell

[D:COURT SERVICE INFO.CNTRE FAX 1-

Deatﬁaf
teen with
cerebral

She also said Conor
suffered a seizure, but
ghe said hsihe had nev-
er seep, pim
ike thibe

2,

great distress.
Eventually

sald

wasn't safjsfled with

Ms

hess «stires iheatment Bonor

was receiving at
Craigavon and asked
for him to be trans-
terred to the Royal.

She gajd that Conor
contigued  haying
gejzures while still at
Craigayon and after
8pm, shortly after a
seizure, his breathing
stopped. Her son was
placed on a life sup-
port machine but did
pot recover  con-
sciousness.

He was taken to the
Royal but the family
was told that he
would probably die
and it was agreed he
would be taken off the
life support machine.

At hearing,
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