CORONERS ACT (Northern Ireland), 1959

ZBE]JDEitI'DII of PtNess taken on the day
of (month), (year), at inquest touching the death of
CONOR EDWARD JOHN MITCHELL , before me MR J LECKEY LL.M

Coroner for the District of GREATER BELFAST

as follows to wit: -

The DBepogition of ormcHAELE HsMITH.
of /O CRAIGAVON AREA HOSPITAL, 68 LURGAN ROAD, PORTADOWKress)

who being sworn upon his oath, saith

| was called to see this 15 year old boy on Thursday 8" May 2003 at approximately
9 pm on the Medical Assessment Unit at Craigavon Area Hoépital. | was, at the time,
reviewing another patient's clinical history when | was called urgently by the Medical
Registrar to help assess and treat this boy. This 15 year old boy with an obvious neuro-
disability, had had a 10 day febrile illness with vomiting and poor oral intake. He had
been admitted to the medical service earlier that day with the diagnosis of urinary tract
| infection. He had been given intravenous fluids and intravenous ciprofloxacin. When |
was called in to see him he had recently had a sudden onset of tonic contracﬁon with
extensor posturing. Tﬁis was followed _by pallor, apnoea and hypotonia. When he was
initially assessed it appeared that he was having a seizure but then failed to breathe
adequately and his oxygen saturation and heart rate dropped. He wa\s given bag and
mask ventilation with a rapid response of his heart rate and oxygen saturations to
normal levels. During this resuscitation, because of the presumed seizure, we
commenced a loading dose of intravenous Phehytoin with no response. It then became
apparent that he was having an intra-cerebral event given that his pupils became
dilated and fixed despite adequate ventilation and oxygenation. The anaesthesia team
was called and he was intubated without difficulty at around 9 15 pm. His heart rate
and oxygenation remained within normal ranges. At that point he was taken to the CAT
scan, supervised by the anaesthesia team, and this investigation revealed an abnormal

brain with a subarachnoid haemorrhage. He was transferred, following this, to the
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Intensive Care Unit (ICU) for further care. At intervals during thié two hour period |
explained the evolving events to the mother, grandmother and grandfather. Durihg this
resuscitation | was joined by Dr McEneaney (the medical consultant responsible for the
Medical Assessment Unit). | transferred the care of this patient to Dr McEneaney-and
Dr Liam McCaughey in the Intensive Care Unit. The prognosis was discussed with the

parents and grandparents and care was carried on by the ICU and medical team. Sl \“"2]
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TAKEN before me this AL, day of opi~—s  (month), ~Z= G (year).
hu‘/_b\\g/tj\? ,0@" Coroner for the District of ‘S S @S@\é& \W ,
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