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From; Muthern, Kevin

sSent: U7 A 2004 13:24

To: Gowdy, Clive, Campbell, Dr H%"‘i {ta, Burne, Alison: Carson, lan; MeCarthy, Miriam:
Gardner, Jeremy, Moore, Mariin H%“zama:s Ei}%ﬁ‘z
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To all

Minister has cleared the statement below with one small change 1n the first sentence. she
ook out followmg her death!

I have ssued 1t to Fearghal McKinoey, UTV and Denzil McDaniel. Impartial Reporter.
Happy 1o discuss
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Statement from Minister with responsibility for Health, Social Services and Public
Safety, Angela Smith MP

[would hike 1o express my deepest sympathy to the parents and family of Lucy Crawford,

I am satisfied that the cause of Lucy’s death has been properly and comprehensively investivated
and [ fully accept the coroner’s verdict on the cause of death. In his deliberations the coroner did
not see a need to refer the case 1o the Director of Public Prosecution. He did. however, refer inquest
papers to the General Medical Council. which is responsible for the reaistration of medical

L

Cpracuuoners, and T awat the findings of the General Medical Council in due course,

Lir Henrtette Campbell. the Chief Medical Officer. issued guidance on the preventon of
hyponatraemia in 2002, This guidance provides very practical advice for doctors and nurses who
manage the care of children in hospital, It has been commended by both local clinicians. and by
expert witnesses who gave evidence at Lucy’s inquest. Following the inquest into Lucv’s death the
Coroner wrote to the Chielf Medical Officer asking her to consider il anv chaneges are required to the
current gurdance. In response. Dr Campbell has engaged an international medical expert in the
speciality of paediatrics 1o quality assure the guidance in light of the findings of the inquest into

Luev's death
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Uinder Chincal Governance arrangements introduced last vear, myv Department is strengthenine the
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systems Lor quality assurance within Trusts, Specificelbhvowork s undenwvay 1o imorove the

DHSSPS | 075-045-154




..<chamism for reporting and investigating untoward incidents and to ensure the mainienance of

alr=

cood medical record keeping. This latter area was found o be serious lv lacking in Lucy Crawford’s

case and a major lesson learned {rom this tra ¢ic case was the importance of accurate record k ceping.,

The lessons learned since Lucy's death and the action taken to inform health professionals should

prevent a simlar tragedy from occurring in the future. My Departunent will continue to work 1o

¢ %

ensure that all patients receive high quali v care throughout the health service,
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