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Methods. During the prosecution of the homicide of an abused child by forced water
Iintoxication, we reviewed all sim; ' ‘

imular cases in the United States where the perpetrators

Or permanent brain damage

plasma antidiuretic
hormone (ADH) levels are usually above normal. 1

, largely accounting for the abnormal
] 4 5 .
water retention,™ which may lead to h

Yponatremic encephal opathy. Hyponatremic
encephalopathy is potentially lethal in prepubertal children. 1=¢

A rare cause of acute hyponatremic encephalopathy in children is punushment by
forced water intoxication. There are only 2 reported pediatric patients.>. Although
both had hyponatremic encephalopathy, neither required therapy with hypertonic NaCl
and both recovered. Child abuse is often hfe-threatening, and the perpetrators

nnel about prior events 8
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These data demonstrate that prepilbertal - o
water to cause hyponatremic encephalop

e
by

athy, seizures, respiratory arrest, and death.
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The history of abuse by forced water ino
providers. All 3 children had extensi '
this evidence not noted by medical '

not suspected either.
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