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THE ROYAL HOSPITALS
MEDICAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT
1ST FLOOR - EAST WING
MEMORANDUM -
FROM: Dr G A Murnaghan TO: The Undernoted
Director of Medical Administration
REF:  A.49/95/43/] DATE: 7June 1996

Re: msjnm_(dmml
"""rge Brangam, Wthh ralses

- Attached is a copy of a lengthy faxrecently recelved from Sk
several queries and requirernents Y Wh1ch are urgent and need attentlon and response as soon as B

possible.

I will ask Rosemary Moore to make the administrative arrangements for the next meeting
which will need to take place in the middle of next week. Perhaps at that time it would be
possible for Bob to take the two Georges over to the RBHSC Operating Theatre to view the

monitoring equipment and associated tubings etc.

ENCs

circulated to: Dr R H Taylor
Dr M Savage
Dr J Gaston

date typed: 07/06/96

m Sk on 7lelag

AS - ROYAL o o 059-013-033
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BRANGAM BAGNALL & CO.
Solicitors
Hildon House, 30-34 Hijl Strce:l Belfasr 511 21.B 'Telephoae_ Fax _DX No. ¢85NR

1/6/8 -

(314 REF:

YOUR REF:

07 June 1996

IN STRIC{£51 CONFIDENCE

Dr & A Murmaghan

Drrector of Medical Administration

Royal Group of Hospitals and Dental

Hospital H&SS Trust

Royal Victoria Hospital . e
- BELFAST e e
BTI26BA . . B

Dear Dr Mumaghan

ADAM STRAIN. DECEASED

I refer t¢ our discussion of 5" instant with Dr Taylor and Dr Gast: in relation to the forthcoming Inquest
which I believe has been listed for hearing on 18 Jutie. The issues in this case are extreme,y complex, as -
indeed are they sensitive, and at this stage, I would not be entirelv satisfied that the Inquest would in fact be

-ompleted within the course of one day’s hearing.

As you know, there are a substantial number of issues contained in the Bxpers’ reports which will require

to be carzfully and exhaustivelv examined and mvestigated and in that regard I have already had the ~en=fit

of very detailed instructions from Dr Taylor, and these have now been reintorced to me by Dr Gaswy, |
understand that Dr Sumner will in fact be in arer:dance to give evidence at the lnquest, and it is vitai E

therefore that we are in a position to deal with those points in a scientific, objective and reasonalle anner, E
€ same comments apply mutatis mutandis 1o the petnts raised by Dr Alexander in his report, and o inat F

regard, [ would welcome a further statement from Dr Laylor, in which he would deal with each 7+l
crittcisms raised by the medical experts, and provide me with information i relation to the powars wizch he
would wish raised in rebuttal

I understand that Dr Taylor has a full set of the workirg documentation. and whilst other witnesses will be |
called to give evidence, I believe it is fair to say that the main focus of the Coroner’ s :nterest will be on the 3
anaesthet ¢ management of this patient, pariculariv, in the light of the cause of dearh as found by

Dr Armour. It is important that Dr Tavlor provices eXpress mstructions in refation to his view of the cause
of death vhich Dr Armour classifies as - | | .

059-013-035

L-__(";E-Uf?ge D. H. Brangam ;.;Fiomgi_._-g-_-; Bagnalls -
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‘a; Cerebral oedema
Jue to
1 tion . L . .. , .
(b) Dd uo al hyponatre?.emta and m_lpalred cer e§ral perfusion durmg renal transplant operation for chronic
rena failure (congenital destructive uropathy).

This rezllv i ' . » b ot - ; '
h his fEa]l:}/ 15 tl:g stgmng point in refation to the wstructions which I would require from Dr Taylor and if he
as any dithculties in relation {0 accepting that cause of death, then perhaps he would ler me have a note of

S4ITi€.

Tuming to Dr Sumnar’s report, there are a number of veiled criticisms contained thereir. and these in -
general terms at this momert in time [ would caregonse as follows:-

iﬂuids; wl:nich wqu.ld require to be given to this child, and in particular, obviously having regard to the
information which was available to Dr Taylor in relation to fuid output prior to the operation. If )

ur{de:: stand the situation correctly, Dr Taylor has indicated, that fluid output was impossible to measure ,
prior to surgery, because the child did not have a catheter in place, and indeed this would not be a norm nal .
procedure to adopt. 1 will however require to have information from the case notes, which indicate in &

{
i

uaequivocal terms, what the outputs for the child were as and when measured prior to surgery. Agaia
‘turnirg to page 6 of Dr Sumner’s report, it would appear that Dr Sumner suggests that o the basis'
- B o rlAr? o Aol il ot man $ b oo Ao d b i v S Rt O M e s, i il N e Bt R
- Dr Teylor's calculation the deficit was somewher in the region of 150mi/hour for mainie
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2. At paa4 on page 7 Dr Sumner raises an issue in relation to the wisdom of taking electrolvte values pnor '

S

to the chuild going to theatre. [ know there were difficulties in obtaining blood, howaver [ will need to
have instructions &s to whether the issue of efectrolytes was thought about, particularly in the nght of the
note riade by Mr Savage, and if they were thought about, then why were these t=sts “abandoned”?

3. CVP Readings. Dr Sumner makes great play on the fac: that from the start of ¢ - arecedure, the CVP
Readigs were rather unusual, and indeed on one occasicn he refers to them as king very high.
Dr Taylor in providing evidence has suggested, that the irutial reading of 17 wasin fact more likelv to be
a true reading of 12, and he has provided me with information in relation to the gradient dif erence which
explaiis these two readings. Dr Sumner makes the case, that there must have beer an shstruction. and
that th e reading ot |7 was art all imes correct, and this is supported by the fact that when the child was
retured to the CU, the reading returned to what might be regarded ai mnore normal ie arcund 12 1 will
need Dr Taylor's view as to whether the “hypothesis” expounded by Dr Sumner on this poit (s
workable, and if not, then why not? Finally on the point of the CVP Reading Dr Tavler has also
proviced mnformation in rejation 1o the catheter which was used and T would like 1o see one of these
catheters m order that I mught be in a better position to deal with the points during cross-examina o
The most telling point made by Dr Tavlor in this issue relates ro the fact, that he has indicated that when
the catheter was insitu, he could physically feel the tip of the cathetsr in the child’s neck therefore the
catheter was not ai any time near to the child's heart. Is my interpretation of this point correct?

Finally, at this stage, I would wish to raise two other issues. Dr Gastth has indicated, that during the course
of the prccedure, Dr Taylor did not have an opportunity of accurately measuring urinary output due to the
fact that the bladder had been opened early on in surgery. This pomnt will have t¢ bz made in verv i+ 1chant
terms to I>r Sumner and he wili be asked what other opportunities the Anassthetist had to measure »iinary
output. I suspect that Dr Sumner may fall back on the CVP issue, and it is important

1. A suggesuogthat Dr Taylor over estimated the fluid deficit. This issue is raised in Dr Sutnner’s report at 3
page 6. I will require from Dr Taylor, a precise note of the caiculations which he made in relation to the
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thexefo"e that again we are ir. a position r¢ deal with that point  Cne additional point —zised by Dr Gasttn

related to the potential for this mifi 1or whatever cause, o ahsarh s;:._ri- ineo the brain I would like to see
7 1 emphesise or as a theory, and as

some Lierature which izight help us in propouading such a theory.
someth.ng that simply cannet be excludac frtm hie present posiior. ,_,”' ©oparticulas -hat in some
- A e

individuais, the physiology of such that such an cocurrence can | no Unvaouslviin .oz sugpest such a
potenttal, then that of itseif, wouid be a factor which might to some extent explzin the -Jdematus state of the

brain.
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In conc uston, Dr Taylor has aiso undentaken to vi -+ 0 zain docuneriation and in - znicular, .
Anaestl etic Moaitonng Guidelines, and also 2 12000 -+ e learned papers which he =+ Jught to the
consultetion and which deai with the 1ssue of borbivegtes, 1 would like to see some of —=a equipment In use . _-:
in this case, and I will lisise with your office within the course of the next few days 10 =ake the .

arrangenents.

78
"4
.

It will b necessary 1o have a further consultation with Dr Taylor, and no doubt you w® make the .
arrangeinents in due course. Might 1 respectfully suggest that we use the Semor Medical Staﬁ‘Room m 1
view of the substantial pagers which have now accumulated in this case. If any pomts msf; m the mtenm

Plea-se dﬂ' not hesriate {o contact me. B T O 1 >-_.;>T_;::-:-za=*"’,' i S
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