LUCY CRAWFORD deceased

As the events leading up to the holding of this inquest are unusual, | consider
it appropriate to make a preliminary statement by way of explanation.

On 14% Aprit 2000 Dr Donncha Hanrahan, who is @ Consultant in Paediatric
Neurology at the Royal Beifast Hospital for Sick Children, telephoned my
of Lucy Crawford aged 17 months. Lucy had died
that day in the hospital’s Paediatric Intensive Care Unit following transfer from
the Eme Hospital the previous day. The clinical history given was of
gastroenteritis, dehydration and brain swelling. Advice was then sought from a
pathotogist attached to the State Pathologist's Department as to whether the
clinical history warranted a coroner’s post-mortem examination being carried

office was advised that it wou _
issued giving gastroenteritis as the cause of death. |

You will appreciate my concems over the cause for the death of an 18
month old little girl which were to my mind unexplained were rekmdled

tom the Raychel Ferguson inquest being shared at an earlier date and
the consequent saving of her Ilife?

| am also left with a query as fo other similar uncoverec deaths across
the UK. At least the Altnageivin Medical Team have ‘broadcast” the
phenomena of 'Hyponatraemia and raised an awareness of the o

potential problem with children.”

it was only when | read Mr Miller’s letter that | became aware that in fact a
pos -mortem examination had been carried out later by a consultant paediatnc
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of hindsight, it would have been
mortem findings at an earty stage.
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helpful if | had been advised of the post-
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