Director
Alphy Maginness

Assissant Disiectors
Donna Scott
Hilary Wells

W Solicitars

Wendy Beggs

Terry Brady
Marie-Claire Carey
Ann Cassidy
Eileen Finnegan
Brian Greenaway

Paul Livingstone

- Angela Maguire
* Audrey McClean

onathan Taylor :

B June Turkington

Yours faithfully,

Your Ref: Our Ref:
MS3 INQ T59/9/2

/
Mr Hugh Mills),, %/
Chief Bfecutive
Sperpin Lakeland Health and Social Care Trust
Strathdene House
Tyrone & Fermanagh Hospital
OMAGH

"‘BT79 ONS

Dear Sir

LUCY CRAWFORD - DECEASED

I'refer to the above matter and enclose herewith a copy letter from Mr John
Leckey, HM Coroner for Greater Belfast, dated 26 February, with enclosures. You
will note that he has written to the Chief Medical Officer and also to the Fitness to

~Practise Directorate of the GMC.

Date:
1 March 2
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o HER'_MAJESTY’S CORONER
DISTRICT OF GREATER BELFAST
John L Leckey LL M.
H.M. Coroner
Coroner’s Office
Courthouse
Old Town Hall Building

=

Directorate of Legal Services
Central Services Agency

" 25 Adelaide Street

Belfast
BT2 8FH

Dear Sirs

BN =

The verdict.

Yours faithfully

)
e

o

JL LECKEY

HM CORONER FOR GREATER BELFAST

Encs

80 Victoria Street
Belfast BT1 3GL
Northern Ireland

Your Ref: INQ T59/92

26" February 2004

'RE: LUCY CRAWFORD - DECEASED
As pr_orriiéed at the conclusion of the Inquest I a‘m-enclosing copies of the following: -
My letter to the Chief i\dcdi_cal Officer.

My letter to the General Medical Council.
The letter from Dr O’Donohue admitted under Rule 17.

o

DIRECTCRAT % OF
LEGAL SERVICES

) 27 FEB 2004
Inspby | / Cﬁ.‘;}/\
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Dr Hearietta Campbell

Chief Medical Officer
Castle Buildings

Upper Néwtownards Road
Stormount Estate

Belfast

BT4 3S7J -

23" February 2004

LUCY CRAWFORD - DECEASED

At the conclusmn of the Inquest I invited subm1ssmns as to whether I should take any
further action, either under Rule 23 (2) of the Coroner’s Rules (a copy of which I
enclose) or by referring the papers to the Director of Public Prosecutions under
Article 6 (2) of the Prosecution of Offences (NI) Order 1972. Having considered. .
submissions from the legal representatives I decided that the appropriate course was
for me to refer the Inquest papers to you and to the General Medical Council but not

the Director of Public Prosecutions.

ALocosds v Torsanclesing a fut set of the Taguest papers with il cxcepuion of fhe
reports of the expert witnesses and the correspondence of Sperrin Lakeland Trust
which I forwarded to you with my letter of 19™ February 2004.

Whilst the protocol devised by your working party has not been criticised in any way

(in fact it has been praised) by any of those who gave evidence either at this Inquest

or the Inquest into the death of Raychgl Ferguson, nonetheless, there may be merit in

the working party examining the Inquest papers in relation to the death of Lucy to see

if any changes to the protocol might be required. In addition, the evidence at the

Inquest highlighted serious shortcomings in medical record keeping and the

understanding of the nurses as to the fluid regime that had been prescribed. Is it the .
responsibility of the Medical Director of a hospital to ensure that proper standards of

medical record keeping are maintained?

033a-039-446-4-
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Is there any monitoring of the standard of medical record keeping? Are nurses now
briefed on a regular basis as to the implications of the protocol? I pose these
questions as they relate to issues which really do concern me.

I'look forward to receiving your views.

With kind regards.

Yours sincerely

JL LECKEY
H M CORONER FOR GREATER BELFAST

%’N K EDC o . . o
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: Form 22
CORONERS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1959

VERDICT ON INQUEST

On an inquest taken for our Sovereign Lady the Queen, at THE OLD TOWNHALL
BUILDING, 80 VICTORIA STREET, BELFAST in the County Court Division of
GREATER BELFAST on TUESDAY the 17TH to THURSDAY the 19TH of
FEBRUARY 2004, before me MR J L LECKEY HM Coroner for the district of
GREATER BELFAST touching the death of LUCY REBECCA CRAWFORD to
inquire how, when and where the said LUCY REBECCA CRAWFORD came to her

death, the following matters were found:

I. Name and surname of deceased: LUCY REBECCA CRAWFORD

2. Sex: FEMALE |

3. -.Dateof Dcath; 14 April 2000

4 Place of Death: ROYAL BELFAST HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN

- 6. Marital Status: SINGLE

N

Date and Place of Birth: 5 November 1998 at

Occupation: DAUGHTER OF ‘WILIIAM NEVILLE CRAWFORD, CIVIL
SERVANT '

&

o. Maiden Sumname: N/A -

+10. - Cause of Death: 1(a) CEREBRAL OEDEMA (b). ACUTE DILUTIONAL .

HYPONATRAEMIA (© EXCESS DILUTE FLUID 11
GASTROENTERITIS

Fmdings:

On 12" April 2000 the deceased, who was aged 17 months was admitted to the
Eme Hospital, Enniskillen with a history of poor oral intake, fever and
vomiting. The vomiting was sufficient to have caused a degfee of dehydration
and she required intraterious fluid replacement therapy. It was beliévcd she
was suffering from gastroenteritis. Her condition did not improve and she
collapsed at about 3.00am on 13" Apnl, developing thereafter decreased
respiratory effort and ﬁxed.a.n-d dilated pupils. Whilst in a moribund state she
was ftransferred by ambulance shortly after 6.00am to the Royal Belfast
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Hospital for Sick Children. Her condition remained unchanged and after two

sets of brain-stem tests were performed showing no signs of life she was
pronounced dead at 13.15 hours on 14™ April. She had become dehydrated
from the effects of vomiting and the development of diarrhoea whilst in the
Eme Hospital and she had been given an excess volume of intravenous fluid to
replace losses of electrolytes. The collapse which led to her death was a direct
consequence of an inappropriate fiuid replacement therapy in that the use of
0.18% saline to make up deficits from Yvomiting and diarthoea was wrong, too
much of it was given and there had been a failure to regulate the rate of

" infusion. This led to the development of dilutional hyponatraemia which in

turn caused acute brain swelling and death. The errors in relation to the fluid

"teplacement therapy were compounded by poor quality medical record

keeping and confusion by the nursing staff as to the fluid regime prescribed.

Date: 19TH FEBRUARY 200 . -
Signed: P——-o | |
Coroner for GREATER BELFAST
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