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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE TRUST

BRIEFING REGARDING
THE LATE LUCY CRAWFORD

Lucy was referred for admission to the Children’s Ward, Emne Hospital by the
on-call General Practitioner, Dr Kirby, with a history of fever, vomiting and
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drowsiness on 12 April 2000 at 7.30pm. ‘ h%;o w«m\?ﬁh N
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She was commenced on IV Fluids at approximately 11.00p

a side ward later, following a bout of diarrhoea. At about 2.55am on 13 April 2000
Lucy’s mother alerted staff to her observations that Lucy appeared to be having a

fit.

Medical staff, at the Erne Hospital, were involved in an attempt to stabilise Lucy.
She was transferred to the ICU/HDU at the Erne Hospital while transfer was
arranged to the Paediatric Intensive Unit at Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick
Children. Lucy’s transfer was managed by a Consultant Anaesthetist and an ICU
Nurse from the Erne Hospital. Lucy left the Eme Hospital at around 6.30am,

arriving at Belfast after 8.00am on 13 April 2000.

Following a period of care, at the Royal Hospital, Lucy was extubated at 1.00pm

on 14 April 2000 and died at around 1.15pm on the same day.

Following Lucy’s death, Dr O’Donohoe, Consultant I;Eegé'%trician, advised Dr
‘advised Mr Mills,

Chief Executive and Mr Fee, Director of Acute Hospital Services, requesting that

»' Kelly, Medical Director, Sperrin Lakeland Trust,

Mr Fee establish a review of Lucy’s care at the Emne Hospital.

Lucy was moved to fo.
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Later on 14/3pril
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2000 Mr Fee agreed to jointly co-ordinate this review with Dr Anderson, Clinical

Director of Women & Children’s Services. The review 'incmd'ctﬁ case note
: : g ® : . ' Vg e : - ,
rev:ev@@ rewcwﬂ written comment from staff involved in Lucy's carq()é €
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discussions with other relevant stang%,\opinion on specificymatters from Dr Quinn,

rust, eensrdering-the-outcome-of-the-

- Consultant Paediatrician, Altnagelvin

Rl

u
[ ™ )
r W - - -‘ al a el TR FY P R R N Y nFpE X " "y
v - . - w - - L4 L » - Y w war -

Ak gl : - 1wl

- = lpg=FilFdmwr - 1 mn8

LC-SLT(HM)

030-006-010



-

| ' DTN 0 G "
: ) 3 © _ﬁd

. i ~-
1 < fi O/ -~ | |
\ UZ{:!!" {:’j::l /- | 8

\ o |

T _
.

,_;\ Dr O’ Donohoe had met with the family during May 2000. There Was{ pumnherof
correspondence between the Trust, the Crawford family and the Chair of the
Western Health & Social Services Council. In the correspondence the Trust had
encouraged the family to participate in a further meeting with Trust staff so that the
{indings of the review, based on the information available, at that time, could be
shared. These offers were dechined.

On 10 January 2001, Mr MacCrossan wrote to Mrs Crawford, on behalf of Mr
Mills, Chief Executive, enclosing a report prepared by Mr kee, Director of Acute
Hospital Services in relation to Lucy’s care, again encouraging the family to

. partjcipate in a meeting to discuss the facts, as known.

This was followed up with a further dffcr of a meeting in a letter from Mr Mills to

Mrs Crawford on 30 March 2001. To date no such meeting has been accepted by
the family. ‘

At this stage staff from the Trust have participated 1n 2 days of the Coroner’s
Inquest, conducted by Mr Leckey, and await the conclusions of the Inquest to see
what additional lessons can be learned from Lucy’s tragic death beyond those
identified in Dr Anderson’s & Mr Fee’s review.

19 February 2004
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