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Baby's death 'was preventable’

The death of a baby following treatment at a County Fermanagh hospital was
"entirely preventable"”, Northern Ireland's chief medical officer has said.

Seventeen-month-old Lucy Crawford died at the Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast in 2000
after being admitted with gastro-enteritis to the Erne Hospital in Enniskillen.

The cases of Lucy and nine-year-old Raychel Ferguson from Londonderry have been
highlighted after recent inquests.

Both children died as a result of the incorrect administration of fluids to counteract
dehydration.

Dr Etta Campbell said on Thursday that Raychel's death at Althagelvin Hospital in Derry in
June 2001 could have been prevented if the full circumstances of Lucy's death had been

known sooner.

. It is of paramount importance to the Health Service that it should

- never happen again
. Dr Etta Campbell ;
| Chief medical officer |
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Dr Campbell was speaking for the first time after beginning an urgent investigation into the
cases.

New medical procedures have since been put in place,

Dr Campbell has written to each health trust in Northern Ireland to ensure they are strictly
adhering to the procedures.

She said Lucy's death was "entirely preventable”.

"I think we learned that very early on, and certainly from the inquest, that has become very

clear," she said.

"It is of paramount importance to the Health Service that it should never happen again."
The chief medical officer now accepts that there was a potentially fatal flaw in the system.

"On looking back at the issues, I think if we'd had an early inquest into Lucy's death,
Raychel's death might not have happened. We have to recognise that,” she said.
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 If the doctors had known about it, Raychel would still be here |
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. Ray Ferguson
Raychel's father
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"What the coroner has now agreed is that he will draw to our attention very early on those
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deaths about which he has concern.”

Raychel's parents, Marie and Ray Ferguson, are taking legal action.

Mr Ferguson said he was angry that the lessons of Lucy's death were not learned in time,
"If the doctors had known about it, Raychel would still be here," he said.

"Words can't explain it - you just feel empty all the time."

At an inquest in February, Belfast Coroner John Leckey ruled there were errors in the
treatment given to Lucy Crawford.

Mr Leckey said errors at the Erne were compounded by poor medical record keeping and
confusion among the hospital's nursing staff.

Story from BBC NEWS:
hitp://news. bbc.couk/go/pr/iv/-/1/hi/northern_ireland/3524612.stm

Published: 2004/03/18 19:38:56 GMT

© BBC MMIV

DHSSPS

VG- OGLg - 943

http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/northern_irela... 19/03/2004




