From: Colm Shannon

- Principal Information Officer
Date: 16 September 2004

To: 1. Secretapy

2. Mu%r \}/\

RENEWED MEDIA INTEREST INTO DEATH OF LUCY CRAWFORD

Issue: To update Minister on the latest developments in

the Lucy Crawford and Raychel Ferguson case
Timing: Urgent

Presentational Issues: The death of Lucy Crawford continues to attract
considerable media interest from the Impartial Reporter
and UTV. UTV is now believed to be preparing a new
programme on the case and is likely to approach the

Minister for an interview.

Recommendation: That the Minister agrees the lines to take.

Background

1. Minister is aware of the Lucy Crawford and Raychel Ferguson cases and
the high level of interest that continues to be shown by both UTV and
the ‘Impartial Reporter’ newspaper. A detailed briefing (Sub/179/2004)
was prepared for the Minister in June for her interview with Denzil

McDaniel, Editor of the Impartial Reporter.
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They recently asked the Royal Victoria Hospital

the outside of thejr building. It is also believed they have footage of

of the Sperrin Lakeland Irust which will be used in the

In preparation for such an
event, lines to take are included in this submission.

4. UTV has not and, will not, let ys

know what slant the Insight
programme will take. However,

statf in the Sperrin Lakeland Trust are
concerned that it wil] personally attack the

Chief Executive, Hugh Mills

and the doctor involved in the case, Dr O’Donohoe. The General

Medical Council is expected to hold a preliminary

allegations of professional

22" or 23 September.

INquiry over
misconduct against Dy O’Donohoe around

O. The Minister was approached by UTV in June to do an interview on the

Lucy Crawford case. This bid was declined because of Ministeria

No further approach has been received from UTV,
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/. That the Minister notes the latest developments in thig

case and agrees

the lines to take below.

COLM SHANNON

Principal Information Officer
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medical record keeping
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