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Please ignore last Lucy Crawford letter. This version contains Noel McCann's comments.

2 OITY

DHSSPS-C Gowdy

i
s T rar




their organisations. Ina

Yy ot services, the Department

Systems for reporting critical incidents and
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mphasise Dr Campbell’s role. As the Chief
Department and the Minister, '

professional advice on medical issues. She also has

of her responsibility to

. It was unfortunate that your

Campbell the Opportunity to put across the lessons that have
been learned and the work undertaken since the tr

Raychel Ferguson.

presenter did not give Dy

This would have provided the balance to reassure the public of the

important steps that have been taken since their deaths.
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You suggested that the Chief Medical Officer’s comments contradicted those of the

coroner. I can categorically say that this was not the case. Dr Campbell was trying to

provide some background on hyponatraemia and set the context within which Lucy

Crawford’s death may be viewed. Although she attempted to highlight the rare

oceurrence of hyponatraemia,

Otticer fully accepts the coroner’s verdict.

the many complexities surrounding fluid management in general and hyponatraemia

In particular, Regrettably, within such a complex area, problems

as emphasised by the death of a chjld from hyponatraemia in a major UK hospital as

recently as 2003, presenting with a similar clinjcal condition to that of Lucy

Crawford. By last year, the guidance issued by Dr Campbel]

was already wel]
established in Trusts

across Northern Ireland. To question the veracity of Dr

Campbell’s comments is g simplistic approach to what is g complex and ongoing
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throughout the healih Service.
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