Witnegs Statement Ref. No. | 181/1

NAME OF CHILD: Adam Strain
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Membership of Advisory Panels and Committees:

[Identifyy by date and title all of those since January 1995 Jo
| Chairman Ulster Hospital Research Governance Committee since 1998

College of Anaesthetists of Ireland Council member 2004-2010

Obstetric Anaesthetists Association committee member since 2004

Confidential Enquiry into maternal deaths (CEMACH) anaesthetic assessor since 2005
College of Anaesthetists of Ireland, Dean Faculty of Pain Medicine 2007 to 2009
Chairman Organ Donation Committee, South Bastern HSC Trust since 2010

Name: David Hill

Title: Dr

OFFICIAL USE:
List of previous statements, depositions and reports:

Present position and institution: Consultant Anaesthetist and Associate Medical Director, South
Eastern HSC Trust

Previous position and institution: Senior Registrar in Anaesthetics, Royal Group of Hospitals
{As at the time of the child’s death] :

Previous Statements, Depositions and Reports: | .
{Identify by date and title all those nade in relation to the child's death]

Ref: te:

Signed: \)OM/\O’M/M//\ Dated: )LZ) 2)/ ¢

THIS STATEMENT IS TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF
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IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS FOR ANSWERING: .

Please attach additional sheets if more space is required. Please identify clearly any document to which you refer
or rely upon for your answer. If the document has an Inquiry reference number, e.g. Ref: 049-001-001 which is
‘Chart No.1 Old Notes', then please provide that number. If the document does not have such a number then
please provide a copy of the document,

@) State whether you were employed as a trainee anaesthetist at the Royal Belfast Hospital for
Sick Children.(RBHSC) on 27t November 1995. If so, state at what clinical grade were you
employed and the date on which your employment as a trainee anaesthetist at RBHSC
commenced and finished.

I was employed as a senior registrar in anaesthetics (a trainee anaesthetist for the purposes of your
questions) by the Royal Group of Hospitals from August 1995 until end of July 1996. During this year I
was allocated to RBHSC for a period of either 3 or 6 months, I cannot recall which, however it included
November 1995

2) What was your previous experience in anaesthetics prior to 27" November 1995.

This was the last year of my anaesthetic training and I was appointed as a consultant to the Ulster
Hospital commencing August 1996. Prior to November 1995 I had 6 completed years of anaesthetic
training and was finishing the 7t year.

3) It 56 far as you can, please identify the other trainee anaesthetists who were working on 27t
November 1995, particularly those commencing their duties that morning,

I cannot recollect who was on duty on the morning of the 27t November 1995. I recollect that Dr
Michael McBrien and Dr Terence Montague wete also attached to RBHSC whilst I was there, although
there may have been others that 1 simply I cannot recollect at this remove.

4) State whether you were on duty as a trainee anaesthetist on 27 November 1995, and if so,
state:

(1) At what time you commenced and finished working on that day
3

I recollect working that day, by reference to the events that occurred on the day you are now
investigating, however I do not recollect the exact start and finish times.

(b) Describe the duties that you undertook and where you carried them out

I recollect assisting a consultant anaesthetist doing a theatre list on the day in question. I
understand that the medical charts for the day in question identify that consultant as being Dr.
Rosalee Campbell, who was a locum consultant anaesthetist. 1 recollect that the theatre we were
working together in was adjacent to the theatre where the patient I now know to be Adam
Strain was being operated on.
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)

Please mark on the attached plan the location where you were working between 07:00 and
13:00 on 27" November 1995 (the theatre where Adam Strain’s renal transplant was being
conducted during the morning of 27t November 1995: 1s shown as marked with a large red X).

I cannot recollect which theatre I was working in on the day in question. I was working in one of the
other 2 theatres that were adjacent to the one Adam Strain was being operated on, but I could not say at
this remove which one it was.

(6)

Attached is a copy of the RBHSC theatre log including the entifes relating to 27 November
1995 (Ref: 094-006-021, Ref: 094-006-022, Ref: 094-006-023 and Ref: 094-006-024). The entry
relating to Adam Strain’s renal transplant and the other entries for 27t November 1995 have
all been highlighted. If you were working in an operating theatre on the morning of 27
November 1995, then please:

(a) Identify the particular procedures in which you were involved and the times at which
each patient arrived and departed from theatre in relation to each procedure,

I have no personal recollection of any of the detail sought by this question. The theatre ledger
that you have provided me with suggests that Dr, Rosalee Campbell anesthetised patients who
were then operated on by Mr. Stephen’ Blown, Consultant Surgeon; I undérstand that the
medical charts suggest I was assisting Dr. Rosalee Campbell. The information about those
operations are set out on the ledgers for the day in question under references 094-006-023 and
094-006-024. ‘ '

(b} Identify all those petsons who were in the theatre with you and deseribe their respectwe
positions and roles.

I can only say that it would appear that I was in the theatre assisting Dr. Rosalee Campbell; I
can see from the ledgers that Mr. Stephen Brown was fhe surgeon, though I would not have
recollected this myself. I cannot say who else was present.

(c) State with reference to the Anaesthetists and Surgeons involved in each of the
procedures for which you were present whether he or she was present throughout each
procedure,

It is simply not possible for me to answer this question as I do not have that pe1sona1
recollection and the available ledgers do not give that kind of precise information. What I ‘do
recollect is that at some stage during the theatre list, the consultant anaesthetist, who I
understand to be Dr. Rosalee Campbell, left to assist Dr. Taylor who was working, in an

Aad]acent thealre, on a patient who was slow to wake up, who I now understand to be Adam

Strain. It may be that Dr. Rosalee Campbell went {6 assist because Dr. Taylor was on his own at |
that particular time, but that is something you will need to check with others. I do not recollect
how long she was away for, or what if anything she said to me on her return.

(d) Identify the consultant surgeon who carried out each of the procedures in which you
were involved and whether he or she was present throughout each procedure,

I cannot personally recollect this detail at this stage; the ledger would suggest that Mr. Stephen
Brown, Consultant Surgeon, was the surgeon in the theatre in which I was working,

3
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(e) Explain the meaning of the column entitled “Implant No.” in relation to each procedure.

[
5

It would appear to me, on looking at the ledger, that it hagf a column for the serial number of an
implant to be inserted if the operation involved an implant of some kind. However, it would appear
that the manner in which that column has been used, in the ledgers provided to me, has been for the
recording of the name of the responsible surgeon, as opposed to recording the serial number of an
implant.

(7) State the number of theatres in use on the morning of 27t November 1995 in RBHSC,

I cannot personally recollect how many theatres were in use but the ledgers provided to me would
appear to suggest that 2 theatres were in use in the morning and 2 in the afternoon. The plan suggests
there were 3 theatres in total so only 2 of the 3 were being used.

(8} State your involvement, if any, in Adam Strain’s renal transplant on 27th November 1995.
I can categorically state that I had no involvement of any kind in Adam Strain’s renal transplant.

9 Other than Dr., Terence Montague, identify any other trainee anaesthetist who you can recall
assisted Dr. Robert Taylor (Consultant Paediatric Anaesthetist) in Adam Strain’s renal
transplant from approximately 08:30 onwards on 27th November 1995.

I cannot recall any information about who did or did not assist Dr. Robert Taylor on the day in

“question, other than the information that I have already provided; my recollection is that at some stage
during our work on the day in question, which was in an adjacent theatre, the consultant anaesthetist,
who appears to have been Dr. Rosalee Campbell, left to assist Dr. Taylor because a patient, who I now
understand to be Adam Strain, was slow to wake up. I cannot say who else was there at the time.

(10) Whilst you were working in theatre on 27th November 1995, describe your knowledge of what
was happening in relation to and during Adam Strain’s renal transplant in theatre,

I did not know anything about Adam Strain’s operation until the consultant anaesthetist with whom I
was working left to assist another consultant with a patient who was slow to wake up, who I now"
understand to be Adam Strain.

(a) State the basis of your knowledge and how, when and from whom you acquired this
knowledge. : ¢

I cannot say anymore how ot from whom I gained the knowledge referred to in the question above
 (b) In particular, state whether any person from the theatre where Adam Strain’s transplant
was taking place entered the theatre where you were working, and if so, identify that

person and state what they said and to whom and describe what happened as a result.

I cannot say whether anyone, from the theatre where Adam Strain was being operated on, entered the
theatre I was working in at any time.

(11)  Identify any person who left the theatre in which you were working to go into the theatre in
which Adam Strain’s renal transplant was taking place and please also state:-

4
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I believe that the consultant anaesthetist with whom I was working, who I understand to be Dr. Rosalee
Campbell, left the theatre I was working in to go to assist Dr. Te;,ylor.

(a) The circumstances in which they left, includiné identifying any person who requested
that they go into that operating theatre

I cannot say anymore than I have said; [ believe that the consultant anaesthetist with whom I
was working left to assist in an adjacent theatre because a patient was slow to wake up.

(b) The reason for and purpose of their atteridance in the other theatre, including what was
said prior to their departure

See above. I cannot say precisely what was said.

(¢) Your knowledge of what the person said and/or did in the other operating theatre and
the basis of that knowledge

I have no knowledge of what the person said or did in the other operating theatre.

(d) The time at which they left the operating theatre Where you wete Workmg, whether they
returned and if so at what tlme ‘

I am afraid that I cannot say what time they left, how long they were away, or when they
returned (if they did).

(€) The period of time that they remalned in the theatre wheére Adam Strain’s transplant
was taking place

I have no knowledge that would let me answer this question.

(f) What they sald about Adam, his surgery and what had happened in that other operating
theatre

I believe that I knew at the time that a patient had been slow to wake up; I now understand this to be
Adam Strain. I cannot say if I gained this knowledge because of something said prior to the consultant
anaesthetist leaving to assist Dr. Taylor or, if they returned, something they said to me when they
returned. .

(12)  State what you did during the absence of those persons from the theatre in which you were
working,

I cairied on with the Tist; the detail of which T do not recollect. I dm afrdid T cannot say if it was one or
several patients.

(13)  State when you first knew what had happened to Adam, what you understood to be the
reasons for this, and the source of that knowledge.

At some stage in the days following the 27t November, 1995 I became aware that the child who had
been slow to wake up had been moved to intensive care and subsequently died. I cannot say how I
came by this knowledge. I have a recollection that, subsequent to the death of the patient, I was
involved in a conversation with other trainee anaesthetists where the fact that the patient had died was

5
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discussed. Whoever I was having that discussion with were also not involved in the treatment of
Adam Strain and my recollection is that, for whatever reason, we did not think there were any trainees
involved at the time the patient was slow to wake up, which is why the consultant anaesthetist, whom |
was assisting, went to assist Dr. Taylor. I did not know the patient as Adam Strain or the actual cause
of his death. It is only as a result of being contacted by this inquiry that I am now aware of the identity
of the patient and the cause of his death.,

(14)  State whether you had any discussions with Mzr. Stephen Brown or any other person in
relation to Adam Strain on 27" November 1995 or thereafter. If you had such discussions
with someone other than Mr. Brown, please identify that person and state where and when
those discussions took place and what was said.

I am afraid I have no recollection of any discussions with Stephen Brown at any stage in 1995; I am sure
I would have had conversations with him but I have no recollection of any of them at this stage. I
cannot say whether we ever had a conversation about the patient that I now know to be Adam Strain,
The fact is that, unfortunately, at this remove, I cannot recollect who I had a conversation with about
the patient that I now know to be Adam Strain beyond that which I have set out above.
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