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BY ADRIAN MULLAN

WENT Tyrone MLA Dy Kieran Deeny has
catled for the ehief oxeeutive of the Sper-
rin: Lakelamd ‘Trast, Hugh Mills, to be
savked and for police to ivestigate the
health trast foe “eriminal negligence” fol-
lowing it TV show on the cover-up of a
child's death at the Erne Hospital, The
cover-up begin as Dr Maurice Hayes was
preparing a report which recommenided
the closire of actue services in the Ty-
rone County Hospital, Omagh, in Bvour
ol e new hospital in Enniskillen,

Following the hard-hitting ‘Insight’ tul-
evision report on UEV into the cover-up,
there wis heated speenta.
tion on whether My Mills
conld survive this scandal,

This woek, Dr Deeny al-
so eudied for the serapping
of the Sperrin Lakeland
Trust as a *health care en-
HEy", Moreover, he called
for the removal of Henri-
et Camphell, the North's
Chiet Medical Officer, fol-
Towing statements she made on the pro-
Hranune,

The nsight investigation showed that
the teagie death of 17 month-old Lucy
Crawlord Trom Letterhreen, Co. Fers
minbeh, was due to incompuetence on the
et ot the Sperein Lakeland Trust, After
her death, the pirents were led to when
they sought to get to the truth about
what happened theie little girl,

Honow seems that the Sperrin Lake-
Laand Trises coner-up wits motivitod Iy
the polities of the hospital debate, In An-
AUSEZ, just fote months after Lucy's
deathvamd abont the time when the truth
=hould have emerged, Stormont Health
Mintster Baiehre de Brain initiated the
Hlaves Review of hospital services, The
review it e subsuguent debate and
uneertiyinty in Omagh caused by the En-
niskitlen decision happened hofore the
tuth came out,

Last Febrnary, at the inguest into
Liey's death, Coroner John Luckey,
fornd that “the vollapse which led to her

MLA demands
sacking of
chief executive
after TV probe

death was adirect consequence of an in-
appropriate fiwid replacement therapy in
that the use of 0.18% saline to make up
deficits from vomiting and darrhoen was
wrong, too much of it was given, and
there had been a falture to regulate the
rate of infusion. ‘I'his led to the tlevelop-
ment of dilutional hyponatraemia which

in turn caused acute brain swelling and .

death,”

The coroner estublished that the Sper-
rin Lakeland Trust lied to the fumily. The
Crawford family was told that the out-
come of its “Independent” medieal had
nut found that ... the care provided to
Luey was inadequate or of poor quality.”

Protecting the reputa-
ton of the Erne ut a criti-
cal time in the hospital re-
view of acute services may
account for the Trust's
cover-up, it emerged this
week. The UTV  pro-
gramme established that,
after the tragedy, SLT
bosses “sweet-tatked” a
pacdiatrician  from Al
nagelving Mre Murray Quinn, into writing
a medical report suggesting that Lucy
diedd of natural causes, In fact, her death
was catised by hyponatraemia brought
on by the Erne consultant Jarlath -
Donoghue using Incorrect fluids and in
the wrong amotunts.

After Luey's death the Trust and a
cadre of medical practitioners tried to
tlose ranks to cover up the blunder, even
misleading the Northern Ireland Coroner
a5 10 the catise of Luey's death,

A doctor working ut the Erne at the
time, who hrought the details of the hlun-
der to the personal attention of Hugh
Mills, subsequently left his post because
his life had been made so difficult by the
management after he blew the whistle
and threatened to report Dr ('Donoghue
to the General Medical Council,

Sperrin Lakeland Trust was eontacted
with a number of questions about Luey's
death, A statement which did not answer
or address the questions was issued by
the Trust by way of reply.

It’s full steam ahe

K

BY MAURICE KENNEDY

FROM next Monday, November 1, a
brand new newspaper will be hitting
the shelves right across the county
with the launch of the Tyrone Herald,

News, sport and features from right
across the county will be part of the
mix with a host of weekly aiticles on
everything from property and motor-
ing to fashiom and personal finance.
The new Monday newspaper will have

4 heavy sporting emphasiy wit
prehensive coverage and analys. {. -
the big games, Among the colu; i Is
writing for the Tyrone Herald &

Mattie MeGleenan, Dessie Ryal, 77
Claran McGarvey in GAA and ’p"!),
Shiels covering local soccer. 1Y o

It promises to be 4 historie (g
the newspaper industry in Co T
with the arrival of the first ever
tiubloid serving the entire county

Tyrone Herald is a sister paper ? RL}

Firework attackst:
fresh calls for totg”

BY ANNAMAY McNALLY

A SPATE of attacks und acet-
dents throughout T'yrone have
hrought renewed calls for a total
han on fireworks, Supporters of 3
ban include a Coulistand woman
whose daughter, Natasha Me-
Causalnd, lost four fingers when
she picked up a discarded fiy-
work.

Anne McCausland, mother of
Natasha who was cight years old
when the incident ocewrred tive
years ago, said people will never

Y ik .

learn to be careful with fire-
works,

Natasha was treated at the  dren
Royul  Victorfa  Hospital in  thro
Belfast and has spent the last  notl
five years undergoing surgery “

on her hand. Her mum told the comy
UlsterHerald this week, "Every  aren
year Halloween comes and that [ dot

brings back the memories. Still
five years down the line and they
are still about,"

Anne said people knew about
the injuries to her daughter and
to others, but they had not

D ll[!,‘
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not
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News

1”"'39“ Council severs all contact with Sperrin Lakeland Trust

=3 Newsi .| |

;. By Adrian Mullan )

‘d

TWO years ago Omagh District Council rejected a call by Clirs McLaughlin and

McGowan for a vote of 'no confidence' in the Sperrin Lakeland Trust: On S('
Tuesday night there was a clamour as various councillors sought to bring
similar motions. C
(019
This time, and in the wake of the devastating UTV Insight programme ‘When Li
Hospitals Kill*, the Trust was finally cast adrift from any air of respectability it
may have enjoyed from its relationship with the Council. T
. th
. Whereas only four councillors backed a motion two years ago, the motion which ,’::
/‘,,?gr» called for the severing of all contact with the Trust, won the unanimous support
E of the Council, w
W,
E-mail the editor Tabled by Clir O‘Doherty it called for the council to break all contacts with the

Trust; called for the council to contact the WHSSB to ask them if they are happy
about continuing to commission services from the Trust, and for the Council to
contact Fermanagh District Council to ask if it still wants to continue its close —

suspend

Clir O'Doherty urged that the Minister be asked to suspend Trust Chief
Executive Hugh Mills and the Trust's complaints manager, Brigid O'Rawe. ‘How
can anybody have anything to do with the Trust after what has taken place’,
asked Clir O'Doherty. ‘

Dr Deehan seconding the motion said she utterly condemned the Trust's
attempt to cover-up the death of 17 month old Lucy Crawford. ‘We as a council
have, up to now, worked closely with SLT to allow us to put on pressure to
maintain services in Tyrone County Hospital.' She said it was the responsibility
of Hugh Mills, as chief éxecutive, to ensure the safe delivery of services and
that the attempt by the Trust to cover-up the death of a child was reprehensible,
‘Those actions on the part of Hugh Mills are incompatible with him remaining in
his post. Sperrin Lakeland Trust [Board] should have asked him to tender his
resignation. We cannot work with a body that works in a way which threatens
the lives of patients.*

Paddy McGowan said that it was a pity that the people who were 'wild to get in
on the issue now' hadn't supported the original motion of no confidence. ‘We
were over-ruled because we were told that they were such nice people.'

Cllr Bert Wilson said that, ‘Everyone knew the Trust was taking us for a ride.
We shouldn‘t have to ask them to step down. If they had any decency they

dvwsalsterheralilcomy/neys n$/11:318-069-004
R Proliminary - 4o Boord BALSwsAL Wlating to Lucy Crawford s
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would step down themselves. They should all [the Trust Board of Management]
be asked to step down.'

Johnny McLaughlin said that under the stewardship of Hugh Mills the Trust had
heen operating a ‘hidden agenda’,

Oliver Gibson, observing that a meeting with the Health Minister was imminent,
‘Let's use this splendid opportunity to ask what is she going to do.’

'Sperrin Lakeland Trust is very much the whipping boy in all of this', commented
ClIr Shields ‘We need to remember that SLT is only one of the bodies involved.
The council should not be lead into making a scapegoat of one individual so that
others get away in the smoke ... we must act responsibly.’

He continued, ‘This council cannot get involved in scapegoating ... | accept that
we should sever contact with SLT until the Inquiry is complete but we must be
careful about lending weight to any prejudicial view of this.’

sympathy
Barry McEIduff suggested that the council should express its sympathy to the
families of the three children who died.

£ He said he had no hesitation in stating that he had no confidence in Hugh Mills

as chief executive of the Trust. He stressed that the Minister must now be
pressed as to guarantees that services would be maintained in the interim [until
the new acute hospital is built]

Joe Byrne said he has asked Eddie McGrady MP to ask questions in the House
of Commons to ask the NIO minister to outline the current situation regarding
the state of acute services at Tyrone County Hospital. He will be asking if the
Minister can confirm that the department of Health will continue to provide,
maintain, and develop resources at TCH In order to keep it viable until the Acute
Services Review plan has been implemented.

A motion, tabled by Reuben McKelvey, calling for the suspension of Mr Mills
during the inquiry failed to find a seconder.

If you have an opinion on the story you just read then why
not share it with us. Click the image above and have 'Your Say'".
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